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Abbreviations and Definitions 

 

NU / University – autonomous organization of education Nazarbayev 

University; 

SSH / School – School of Sciences and Humanities of the University. 

Graduate APP – Academic Policies and Procedures for Graduate Programs of 

the Autonomous Organization of Education Nazarbayev University; 

Ph.D. – a Doctor of Philosophy – a degree at the highest academic level awarded 

following a program of study. 

Ph.D. program – Ph.D. program provided by the School: Ph.D. in Eurasian 

Studies program. 

ECTS – the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System - measures the 

student workload required to achieve the learning outcomes of a program of study; 

GPA – Grade Point Average - GPA for one academic period is computed by 

dividing the sum of the earned grade points by the total graded credits attempted in this 

period; 

CGPA – Cumulative Grade Point Average - a calculation of the average of all 

of a student’s grades contributing to the degree. The CGPA is computed by dividing 

the sum of the earned grade points by the total graded credits attempted in the whole 

period of study.  

Terms and definitions not used in this Handbook shall be defined by the internal 

documents of the University. 
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1. Introduction 

 

1. Nazarbayev University School of Sciences and Humanities Student Handbook 

for Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program (hereinafter – Handbook) is intended to give 

students an understanding of the general rules and guidelines for attending and 

receiving education at SSH. The Handbook includes Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program 

overviews, grading system, School policies and procedures, and other helpful details. 

Students should review the Handbook carefully as its contents are binding on Ph.D. in 

Eurasian Studies program students of the School. 
 

2. Admissions 

 

2. Admission to all Sciences Ph.D. programs is conducted in accordance with 

the relevant internal documents regulating admission procedures at NU. 
 

3. Program overviews  
 

3. This program requires that students are committed to full-time studies and 

students are expected to not have employment outside of the University. 

4. The overall aim of Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program is to develop high 

quality doctoral researchers who are ready and able to make a lasting contribution to 

addressing the specific technological, economic, social, health care and environmental 

challenges to global significance.  

5. The Ph.D. program in Eurasian Studies program at the University will be the 

first interdisciplinary, English-medium doctoral program in the Humanities and Social 

Sciences in Central Asia. It will be designed to the highest international standards, and 

also adapted to the educational, social and intellectual environment of Kazakhstan and 

the wider region. It will combine a core curriculum of key concepts in the humanities 

and social sciences, practical training in necessary writing and research techniques and 

ethics, and rigorous subject-specific training across at least two disciplines, 

culminating in the space, time and flexibility needed to write a doctoral dissertation 

that will be an original contribution to the field. Every graduate from this program will 

have certain shared qualities and abilities, as well as those specific to their chosen 

fields. The key terms here are ‘interdisciplinary’ and ‘flexible’. Truly interdisciplinary 

research needs to demonstrate a solid grounding in one discipline and deep enough 

training in one or more other disciplines granting the research to go beyond the 

limitations of one discipline and build real bridges between disciplines. We are 

confident that the students who complete this program successfully will combine 

strong disciplinary and interdisciplinary training with a first-hand knowledge of the 

region, a command of primary and secondary sources consistent with world-class 

scholarship on this region of the world, knowledge of requisite research languages (and 

more, when appropriate), and excellent academic English. We expect that the products 

of this program will be attractive to universities, governments and other non-

governmental institutions, employers in the Central Asia region, in the broader region 

of Central Eurasia (including all the countries of the Turkic world), and potentially in 
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North America, Europe, Asia, and elsewhere in the world. The program will contribute 

to the modernization of education in Kazakhstan and the development of a highly-

trained class of academic, political, social, and cultural leaders with world-class 

training. 

The Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies consists of a minimum of four years of full-time 

study, culminating in the completion of a doctoral dissertation. Candidates will 

complete four semesters’ worth of coursework (108 ECTS credits). With research and 

dissertation credits (132 ECTS credits), etc. the program will normally require 240 

credits. The main component of the degree is the doctoral dissertation (usually in the 

range of approximately 60,000-100,000 words). 

The Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program sample curriculum is outlined in 

Appendix 1. 

6. The program structure for Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program includes the 

following key components:  

1) Orientation Week – events that take place during the first week of Ph.D. in 

Eurasian Studies program. The purpose is to prepare students for the program, meet 

and introduce them with SSH Faculty and staff and forge bonds among them as 

classmates. Before arriving for the Orientation Week, students must have submitted all 

required documents and have completed any pre-assigned work.  

2) Core Courses - courses that all students are required to complete within the 

program.  

3) Elective Courses – courses that the student can select from among 

alternatives. Elective courses are subject to change as they are based on students’ 

interests/preferences, Faculty availability and program design.  

4) Doctoral Seminar – a course designed to assist students in preparation of their 

research proposal (which they must successfully defend as a pre-requisite for 

progression to the dissertation) and their qualifying examination. 

5) Qualifying Examination – а written examination to be taken in the middle of 

the fourth semester in order to demonstrate academic preparation to undertake research 

for the proposed doctoral dissertation. 

6) Doctoral Dissertation Research Proposal Defense – a specific type of 

assessment of students’ proposed doctoral dissertation (sometimes referred to as 

“thesis”) and should be completed and defended by the end of the fourth semester in 

order to undertake research for the doctoral dissertation. 

7) Doctoral Dissertation Submission – by the end of year 4 each student is 

expected to have completed the research and writing of the doctoral dissertation.  The 

doctoral dissertation must be completed according to the Format and Style Guidelines 

of the Eurasian Studies Program. 
 

4. Course registration policy and procedures 
 

7. The overall credit load of a student is based on Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies 

program requirements. It is the responsibility of a student to register for all courses 

including core and electives in accordance with the program curriculum. 
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8. The procedures for course registration as specified in Graduate APP shall be 

followed. 

9.  Online Registration. The University uses an online registration system. 

Students are notified via email of the dates for the registration period prior to the event.  

10.  By registering to a course, students commit to complying with all course 

requirements, including the examination procedures chosen and announced by the 

course instructor.  

11.  Priority Registration. The University conducts online registration on a 

priority basis. Priority can be given by School, major and/or year of study. The date on 

which registration is opened for each priority group will be indicated in the notice for 

the start of registration each semester/term.  

12.  Time of Registration. Students must be registered by the end of the Add 

period, or they will be subject to dismissal according to the procedures and standards 

specified in the internal regulations of the University.  

13.  Adding and Dropping Courses. Students are permitted to add and drop 

courses during the Add and Drop periods, respectively. Dates are published in the 

Academic Calendar. When a student drops a course during the Drop period, no record 

of the original course remains in the student’s transcript.  

14.  Withdrawing from a course. A student may withdraw from a course prior to 

the Withdrawal deadline as stated in the Academic Calendar. A “W” appears on the 

transcript when a course is withdrawn. A “W” does not affect the Grade Point Average 

(GPA) or Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA).  

15.  Waitlist. A student is waitlisted when the course they have attempted to 

register for is full. The waitlist places the student in a queue. When a place in the course 

becomes available, the top student is then registered in the course and notified by email. 

Once the waitlist period ends, the student will have time to register for alternate courses 

before the end of the Add deadline.  

16.  Students are expected to follow the program curriculum with respect to 

course order and normal volume of credits per semester. Credit overload is only 

possible with the permission of Ph.D. Program Director and Vice Dean for Academic 

Affairs of the School. The appropriate form must be submitted before the end of Add 

period as provided in the School's Academic Calendar. If no course overload form is 

submitted by a student, he/she will be deemed to be taking the normal volume of credits 

for the semester in question. Therefore, if a student is registered for any courses without 

permission of the Program Director and Vice Dean of Academic Affairs, he/she will 

not be allowed to attend classes and will be administratively withdrawn. 

17.  Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program students may enroll in courses in another 

NU School with the permission of Program Director and Vice Dean for Academic 

Affairs of the School. 

 

 5. Grading system 

 

9. In accordance with the Graduate APP, the Common Grading Scale of Table 

1 is applied to letter-grade courses in all University graduate programs. 
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Table 1. Graduate Letter grading 

Letter 

Grade 

Grade (quality) 

points 

Grade description 

A 4.00 Excellent; exceeds the highest standards in the assignment 

or course  

A- 3.67 Excellent; meets the highest standards for the assignment 

or course  

B+ 3.33 Very good; meets high standards for the assignment or 

course  

B 3.00 Good; meets most of the standards for the assignment or 

course  

B- 2.67 More than adequate; shows some reasonable command of 

the material  

C+ 2.33 Acceptable; meets basic standards for the assignment or 

course  

C 2.00 Acceptable; meets some of the basic standards for the 

assignment or course  

C- 1.67 Acceptable; while falling short of meeting basic standards 

in several ways  

F 0 Failing; very poor performance  
 

18.  A grade of “P” (Pass) or “F” (Fail) will be reported for students enrolled in 

program elements approved for such grading. 

A “Pass” will not be used in calculating the student’s GPA or CGPA; a “Fail” 

grade is assigned 0 grade points for purposes of calculating the GPA and CGPA. The 

grade of “Pass” is equivalent to a C or above.  

19.  Administrative Grades: Special administrative grades and notations are used 

on transcripts. The administrative notations in Table 2 do not affect the calculation of 

either the GPA or the CGPA but may impact normal student progression:  
 

Table 2. Administrative Grades  

Grade  Comment  Grade (quality) Points  

AU  Audit  N/A  

AW  Administrative Withdrawal  N/A  

I  Incomplete  N/A  

IP  In Progress  N/A  

IPS  In Progress Satisfactory  N/A  

IPU  In Progress Unsatisfactory  N/A  

TC  Transfer Credit  N/A  

W  Withdrawal  N/A  
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20. Audit (AU). The course Audit Option provides students the opportunity to 

register for a course for enrichment and/or exploration. Audited courses are designated 

“AU” on the student’s transcript; no grade is recorded and no academic credit is earned. 

As an auditor, the student is considered a passive learner and may not recite in class or 

take examinations. Regular class attendance is expected. The credit value of audited 

courses is included in the program load for purposes of determining fees and maximum 

credits carried. A student may register for a course on an audit basis provided:  

1) the course is approved for audit (courses with laboratory or performance skills 

may not be audited);  

2) there is space in the course;  

3) the student has appropriate academic preparation;  

4) the student has a valid reason for taking the course; and  

5) permission of the instructor is obtained. 

21. Administrative Withdrawal (AW). This grade indicates that a student has 

been required to withdraw from a course based on:  

1) disciplinary grounds, following the procedures and standards specified in the 

internal regulations of the University;  

2) non-attendance of classes; or  

3) non-payment of tuition where appropriate following the procedures and 

standards specified in the internal regulations of University.  

22. Incomplete (I). When a student has completed a substantial portion of the 

requirements for a course but, due to extenuating circumstances, is unable to complete 

all requirements, the course instructor may assign a temporary grade of “I”:  

1) The grade “I” can be given only on the basis of a written prior agreement, 

which describes the work that is expected and the terms under which it is to be 

completed, between the student and the instructor and approved by the Dean of the 

relevant School. The date for completion of work is to be determined by the course 

instructor.  

2) All work must be completed no later than the end of the last week of the 

subsequent semester. When the work or examination that is required under an “I” 

agreement is completed, the course instructor shall request a change of the “I” grade to 

the appropriate grade for the course, at which time the grade of “I” will be removed 

from the student’s transcript.  

3) A grade of “I” may also be applied to a student who cannot take part in a final 

examination in a course because of personal health problems or that of the immediate 

family. A new deadline will be set for completion of the final examination.  

4) The grade “I” is assigned 0 (zero) credits, has no grade points and is not 

included in the calculation of the GPA.  

5) A grade of “I” that is not completed by the end of the last week of the 

subsequent semester automatically reverts to the grade indicated in the agreement 

between the course instructor and the students. If no grade is indicated in the agreement 

and the instructor does not submit the change of grade request, the grade of “I” will 

revert to an “F”.  



8                                                    Academic Council  
 

 

DIRECTUM-27926-3105167

6) In no case shall a student be granted a degree while there are unresolved “I” 

grades on their record.  

23. In-Progress (IP, IPS, and IPU). An in-progress grade is assigned as an 

interim grade for students registered in courses which are approved to extend over 

several academic periods, commonly research projects or theses.  

1) In-progress grades do not contribute to the semester GPA or CGPA 

calculation.  

2) The final letter or P/F grade as appropriate is recorded and ECTS credit 

awarded in the academic period of completion of the course requirements.  

3) In-progress grades may not be used for courses approved for standard 

delivery.  

4) Grades of “IPS’/IPU” indicate satisfactory/unsatisfactory assessment of work 

in progress and may be used to determine student academic standing.  

5) A grade of “I” may not be used for courses eligible for in-progress grading.  

24. Withdrawal (W). The grade “W” denotes a student who has withdrawn from 

the course and who has not completed the course requirements.  

1) The grade “W” is automatic; in a context in which a grade of “W” is 

appropriate, the instructor may not assign any other grade.  

2) A “W” grade is not included in the calculation of the student’s CGPA and 

does not count toward completion of the requirements for graduation.  

25. The procedures for Assigning grades, grade submission and calculation of 

GPA and CGPA as specified in Graduate APP shall be followed. 
 

6. Academic progress 
 

26. To continue in the Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program, a student must be in 

Good Academic Standing at the conclusion of each grading period as determined by 

the minimum CGPA of ≥ 3.00.  

27. The Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program is designed to be completed in four 

years (the introduction of teaching assistantships would make it possible to extend the 

program by a year or two, but otherwise fellowships will only fund the first four years 

of the Ph.D. program). Students take a four-class course load during the Fall and Spring 

semesters of their first year and the Fall semester of their second year; two classes in 

the Spring Semester of their second year; and a continuing research course in the 

Summer Semester following their first year and every Spring, Summer, and Fall 

semester beginning in the Spring semester of their second year until they successfully 

defend and deposit their doctoral dissertation. 

 

7. Graduation Requirements 

 

28. In order to graduate with a Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program, students 

must acquire 240 ECTS by successfully passing all required coursework (core, 

electives, research) in the Program and successful completion of research milestones.  
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29. Satisfactory completion of the Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies requires that the 

student progress through a number of distinct stages, each of which is characterized by 

a key evaluation indicated in Appendix 2. 

30. Students who fail to satisfy the program-specific conditions for Good 

Academic Standing at the conclusion of each academic period will be automatically 

placed on academic probation.  

31. A student on academic probation who fails to satisfy the program-specific 

conditions for Good Academic Standing at the conclusion of the next academic period 

is subject to dismissal.  

 

8. Grade appeal procedure 

 

32. All Ph.D. program students have the right to appeal any grade that they 

believe is in error. The error must be based on one of the following criteria:  

1) Error in calculation;  

2) Error in the application of the class grade policy as presented in the Course 

Syllabus;  

3) Incorrect entry of the grade into the database;  

4) “I” marking of an assessment;  

33. Appeal process for an assessment grade.  

1) A student must first consult with the course instructor within 3 (three) working 

days of the receipt of the contested grade.  

2) The course instructor has 3 (three) working days in which to address the 

concern and file a Change of Grade if needed or deny the request.  

3) If a student is still dissatisfied, they may appeal to the Dean or Vice Dean of 

the School within 3 (three) working days upon the receipt of the denial from the course 

instructor.  

4) The Dean or Vice Dean shall consult with the instructor before making any 

decision; the decision of the Dean or Vice Dean shall be final.  

34. Appeal of final course grade.  

1) The student must first consult with the course instructor or program director 

as outlined in the Handbook within 3 (three) working days of the date the grades are 

posted on the MyRegistrar system. The date to be used for calculating the time for an 

appeal of a final course grade is the date that grades are released to students, as 

published in the Academic Calendar.  

2) The course instructor/program director must respond to the student with the 

next 3 (three) working days. That time may be extended by the Vice Dean if the course 

instructor/program director is shown to have been unavailable during the period 

following the student’s receipt of their final grade.  

3) If the student still believes that the grade is incorrect or the course 

instructor/program director has not replied within 3 (three) working days, they may 

appeal to the Dean or Vice Dean of the relevant School, or within 3 (three) calendar 

days after.  
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4) The Dean or Vice Dean shall consult with the course instructor before making 

any decision. If the Dean or Vice Dean decides to grant an appeal, he or she will 

communicate the new grade to the Office directly using forms supplied by that office.  

5) The decision of the Dean or Vice Dean shall be final.  

 

 

9. Student misconduct 

35. Misconduct refers to academic or nonacademic misconduct (unacceptable or 

improper behavior) by a student. 

36. Examples of academic misconduct include plagiarism, cheating, falsification 

of documents and other dishonest actions: 

1) Plagiarism is intentionally or carelessly presenting the work of another as 

one’s own. It includes submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original 

work which has wholly or in part been created by another person. It also includes the 

presentation of the work, ideas, representations, or words of another person without 

customary and proper acknowledgement of sources. 

2) Cheating is defined as deceit or dishonesty in an academic assignment, or 

using or attempting to use materials, or assisting others in using materials that are 

prohibited or inappropriate in the context of the academic assignment. 

3) Falsification of documents occurs when a student presents a falsified 

application, medical or any other official forms for any reason. 

Acts of academic misconduct may result in the imposition of sanctions as 

described in Student Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures of the University. 

37. Non-academic misconduct can include anything from criminal activity to 

offences that are specific to the context of the University. Acts of nonacademic 

misconduct may result in the imposition of sanctions as described in Student Code of 

Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures of the autonomous organization of education 

Nazarbayev University. 

 

10. Attendance and absence policy 

 

38. Students are expected to attend all classes in courses for which they are 

registered at the University.  

39. Students are required to be present at the beginning of the semester or term 

and to remain until the semester or term is completed (which includes final 

examinations).  

40. Students who do not attend classes during the first week of the semester or 

term may be dropped from the class.  

41. Faculty have the right to lower grades or initiate a drop/withdrawal from a 

course if there is a violation of the attendance policy. Students who exceed the 

maximum number of allowed absences as described in the syllabus may be penalized 

or receive a failing grade for the class. 
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42. At the start of the semester or term, each instructor is responsible for 

informing students in the course documentation of the attendance policy, its impact on 

their learning opportunities and on their potential grade.  

43. Only the instructor may approve a student’s request to be absent from class. 

In the event of a dispute, the matter may be reported to the Vice Dean of the School. 

The determination of the Vice Dean shall be final.  

 

11. Classroom norms 

 

44. NU believes in the importance of establishing an environment conducive 

to supporting the student learning experience. To this end, rules and policies have been 

established to minimize distractions that could adversely affect the learning experience. 

Such rules and policies govern the use of electronic devices (e.g., cell phones, laptops) 

and reinforce appropriate and professional norms of behavior. Failure to follow the 

classroom norms may result in removal from the class/session in progress and treated 

as non-attendance. Classroom norms for all School sessions, including guest lectures, 

include the following: 

1) use of cell phones, laptop computers and electronic devices are not allowed 

unless permitted by the instructor; 

2) take responsibility for learning - yours and others; 

3) show respect and care for others; 

4) provide constructive feedback; 

5) arrive on time and be prepared for class; 

6) actively participate and contribute. 

 

12. Dismissal, voluntary withdrawal and leave of absence 

 

45. Dismissal, voluntary withdrawal and application for leave of absence are 

carried out in accordance with the internal policy and procedures for students. 

46. Applications for voluntary withdrawal and leave of absence are submitted 

electronically through the MyRegistrar system by the student.  

 

13. Course retakes and Extension of studies 

47. The procedures for course retakes as specified in Graduate APP shall be 

followed. 

48. The procedures for extension of studies as specified in Graduate APP shall 

be followed. 

 

14. Student support 

49. Guidance and academic advice. The student's Ph.D. supervisory committee, 

the thesis supervisor(s), and Ph.D. Program Director will help to promote the 

successful completion of the students’ program by providing constructive input to help 

guide the students’ research progress, by supporting and scholarship opportunities and 
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by providing general career guidance. A main supervisor, who is a member of the SSH 

faculty will be assigned to each Ph.D. student. It is strongly recommended that a co-

supervisor is also assigned. In some instances, in particular, for projects of inter- and/or 

multidisciplinary nature, the Ph.D. co-supervisor can be selected from other schools 

and universities. The key responsibility of the supervisors is to guide the student 

through the Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program, and especially through the process of 

identifying and designing his/her dissertation topic and external committee member for 

the qualifying examination and viva voce defense of the dissertation proposal, and for 

the dissertation committee (hereinafter – Committee) and viva voce defense of the 

completed doctoral dissertation. The supervisors are also expected to advise the Ph.D. 

student on planning and conducting his/her field work, and on the analysis of the data. 

Finally, the supervisors must approve the draft of the dissertation prior to it being sent 

for external review (General guidelines for dissertation outlined in Appendix 3). The 

supervisors will work with the student to address the comments and suggestions of the 

reviewers and will determine when the dissertation is ready for the final viva voce 

defense of the completed doctoral dissertation at the University. 

50. Short workshops offered by the Career Advising Center (CAC) will further 

provide professional career development, for instance by providing advice and help in 

the writing of CVs, jobs, and program applications, interviewing techniques, as well as 

developing time management skills. If necessary, students will be referred to 

counseling services provided by the Department of Student Affairs. 

51. Students will benefit from a number of contacts with the international 

scientific community as well as industry. Strong scientific ties have already been 

established with other outside bodies engaged in research in Kazakhstan and abroad. 

In order to support the Ph.D. students, the following programs are to be implemented: 

1) All students will have the opportunity to take part in 6-12 months of 

dissertation research (subject to the availability of internal or external funding). The 

host supervisor and supervisory team at NU will maintain communication with the 

student throughout the student's stay in order to make an efficient use of the host 

premises, research base and facilities for the benefit of the Ph.D. student. 

2) Students will be encouraged to attend Professional Development Workshops 

organized by CAC, SSH or the respective SSH Department. 

3) The students' supervisor shall advise on research career options and facilitate 

conference attendance to present research results and enable networking. 

52. Students are welcome to get assistance on their various questions on 

academic and non-academic issues at the School Office. Table 3 shows the best person 

to contact about various issues. If a student is not sure who to contact, it is usually best 

to ask the School Office in the first instance, as they can direct students to the right 

person. 

 

Table 3. Contact details for student’s support 

Problem area Contact E-mail address 

Enrollment, 

accommodation, finance, 

School Office ssh_student_services@nu.edu.kz 

assel.zhakibayeva@nu.edu.kz 
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paperwork, Graduate 

Assignments (GTA, 

GSRA, GI) LoA, 

withdrawals 

Student travels, 

conferences 

School Office ssh_student_services@nu.edu.kz 

maya.davletova@nu.edu.kz 

Dismissals School Office ssh_student_services@nu.edu.kz 

assem.koisybayeva@nu.edu.kz 

Student requests in 

MyRegistrar system, room 

booking, disciplinary cases 

School Office ssh_student_services@nu.edu.kz 

alminiya.ussingaliyeva@nu.edu.k

z 

Accessing library 

resources 

Librarians library@nu.edu.kz  

Content of courses, 

requirements of particular 

course assignments 

Course 

Instructors 

See course descriptions 

All questions related to 

studies on Ph.D. in 

Eurasian Studies Program 

Vice Dean for 

Academic 

Affairs,  

Program Director 

philip.enns@nu.edu.kz  

uli.schamiloglu@nu.edu.kz 

Any issues related to 

wellbeing and 

physiological life 

Counselling 

Centre  

 

nu_counseling@nu.edu.kz  

 

Moodle, University 

Account, University email 

IT Helpdesk helpdesk@nu.edu.kz  

 

 

15. Final provisions 

53. The School reserves the right, subject to necessary approval where 

appropriate, to: 

1) revise the content of the Student Handbooks and to change policies, 

programs, requirements, rules, regulations, procedures, calendars and other internal 

documents; 

2) to establish and/or modify admission and registration criteria;  

3) to cancel or change courses or programs and their content and prerequisites;  

4) to limit and restrict enrollment;  

5) to cancel, divide or change time or location or staffing of classes; or  

6) to make any other necessary changes affecting the study process.  

When changes are made in any of the aforementioned areas and affect students’ 

interests, they shall be notified via NU e-mail. 

54. Issues that are not covered in this Handbook will be regulated by the 

Graduate APP and other relevant University internal documents.
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Appendix 1 

to the Nazarbayev University  

School of Sciences and 

Humanities Ph.D. in Eurasian 

Studies Program Student 

Handbook 

  

The Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program sample curriculum 

 

Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program Handbook 

Year 1: semester 1 (Fall) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

EAS 700 Introduction to Eurasia SSH 8 

EAS 701 Critical Issues in Eurasian Studies SSH 4 

Discipline 1 Elective A SSH/GS

PP/GSE 

8 

Advanced Academic Writing SSH 8 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL: 28 

Year 1: semester 2 (Spring) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

EAS 708 Proseminar in Eurasian Humanities  

OR  

EAS 709 Proseminar in Eurasian Social Sciences (or 

the equivalent as approved by the Program Director) 

SSH 8 

Discipline 1 Elective B SSH 8 

Discipline 2 Elective A SSH 8 

Open Elective #1 SSH 8 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL: 32 

Year 1: Summer term 1 (Summer) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

Language study, internship, preliminary fieldwork, etc. All 0 

EAS 716 Dissertation Research in Eurasian Studies   0 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL: 0 

Year 2: semester 3 (Fall) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

EAS 711 Doctoral Seminar in Eurasian Studies I SSH 8 

Discipline 2 Elective B SSH 8 

Discipline 1 or 2 Elective C SSH 8 

Open Elective #2 SSH 8 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL: 32 
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Year 2: semester 4 (Spring) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

EAS 712 Doctoral Seminar in Eurasian Studies II SSH 8 

EAS 713 Qualifying Examination SSH 0 

Open Elective #3 SSH 8 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL: 16 

Year 2: Summer term 2 (Summer) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

Language study, internship, fieldwork, etc. All 0 

EAS 716 Dissertation Research in Eurasian Studies  SSH 0 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL: 0 

Year 3: semester 5 (Fall) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

EAS 716 Dissertation Research in Eurasian Studies  SSH 0 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL: SSH 0 

Year 3: semester 6 (Spring) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

EAS 716 Dissertation Research in Eurasian Studies SSH 0 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL:  0 

Year 3: Summer term 3 (Summer) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

EAS 716 Dissertation Research in Eurasian Studies  SSH 0 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL:  0 

Year 4: semester 7 (Fall) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

EAS 716 Dissertation Research in Eurasian Studies  SSH 0 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL: SSH 0 

Year 4: semester 8 (Spring) 

Courses School ECTS Credits 

EAS 717 Viva Voice Examination in Eurasian Studies SSH 132 

SEMESTER SUBTOTAL: 132 

 

Note: This program is a generic template for a 4 year Ph.D. for a typical student. Some 

students may have sufficient advanced credits and training to complete the coursework 

in less than 4 semesters. Students will not be allowed to take a partial or full 3rd year 

of coursework except in unusual circumstances and only upon a petition by the 

candidate’s adviser. The program is designed to allow students to be able to complete 

a Dissertation within a period of four years. We consider that this is a realistic 

proposition for most doctoral students who are admitted with an M.A. degree in a 

relevant field.  
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List of core and elective courses for Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies: 

(a) Eurasian Studies 

 

EAS 700 Introduction to Eurasia [meets with EAS 500]; 

EAS 701 Critical Issues in Eurasian Studies; 

EAS 708 Proseminar in Eurasian Humanities [Topic/meets with?]; 

EAS 709 Proseminar in Eurasian Social Sciences [Topic/meets with?]; 

EAS 710 Independent Study in Eurasian Studies; 

EAS 711 Doctoral Seminar in Eurasian Studies I; 

EAS 712 Doctoral Seminar in Eurasian Studies II. 

 

 Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies Curriculum Framework 

Stage of Program Significance Possible Results Evaluation 

Point 

ADMISSION TO 

PROGRAM 

Initial Evaluation 1. Rejection 

2. Admission 

Key 

Evaluation 

Point 

COURSEWORK 

FOR CORE 

COURSES AND 

ELECTIVES. 

Determination of 

Student Competence 

in Fundamentals of 

Discipline 

1. Continue in Program 

2. Continue on Probation 

3. Dismissal from Program 

 

QUALIFYING 

EXAMINATION 

Demonstration of 

Student’s Mastery of 

Content Knowledge 

and Skills Needed to 

Conduct Basic 

Educational Research 

1. Failed, allowed to retake. 

2. Failed 2nd time, 

dismissal from program 

3. Continue in Program 

Key 

Evaluation 

Point 

DEFENSE OF 

RESEARCH 

PROPOSAL 

Demonstration of 

Student’s Feasible 

Plan to Conduct Basic 

Educational Research 

1. Failed, allowed to 

redefend. 

2. Failed 2nd time, 

dismissal from program 

3. Continue in Program 

Key 

Evaluation 

Point 

DEFENSE OF 

DISSERTATION 

Demonstration of 

Student’s Mastery of 

Content Knowledge 

and Skills Needed to 

Conduct Basic 

Educational Research 

1. Returned for Revision 

2. If revisions are not 

satisfactory, then dismissal 

from program. 

3. Failed, allowed to 

redefend. 

4. Failed 2nd time, 

dismissal from program. 

Key 

Evaluation 

Point 

 

Program Learning Outcomes 
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On successful completion of the Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies program, graduates 

will be able to: 

LO1. Critically analyze and demonstrate detailed knowledge of the history, 

culture and society of the Eurasian Region appropriate to a specialist in the field. 

LO2. Differentiate, compare and employ concepts from different discipline 

and/or interdisciplinary approaches at the specialist’ level.  

LO3. Examine and explain a range of primary and secondary, written and/or 

oral and/or visual sources, in their original language.   

LO4. Present their research in fluent English, and to produce English-language 

written work of book length and of publishable quality in the field of Eurasian 

Studies. 
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Appendix 2 

to the Nazarbayev University  

School of Sciences and 

Humanities Ph.D. in Eurasian 

Studies Program Student 

Handbook 

 

 

The list of required research milestones for graduation with Ph.D. in Eurasian 

Studies program: 

1. Successful completion of all classes and coursework. Students will normally 

complete 108 ECTS. 

2. Maintaining a minimum CGPA of 3.0 and remaining in “good standing”. Any 

student with a semester GPA falling below 3.0 (regardless of CGPA) or whose CGPA 

will no longer be considered in “good standing” and, if the adviser so recommends, 

will be put on probation. Students who are not able to restore “good standing” while 

on probation are subject to dismissal from the program.  

3. Successful passing of all required language and course requirements prior to 

taking the “qualifying examination” (additional language requirements to be set by the 

student’s advisor). 

4. Successful passing of the doctoral “qualifying examination” (a.k.a. 

“preliminary examination”) consisting of an examination in three fields, including one 

examination in discipline #1, one examination in discipline #2, and one examination in 

field #3 (which may be an additional examination in discipline #1 or #2, or a region, 

period, literature & culture, or other subject, as appropriate to the candidate’s research 

interests). 

5. Successful defense of dissertation proposal. 

6. Submission of an original dissertation, usually in the range of approximately 

60,000—100,000 words.  

7. Passing of the Dissertation by the Committee (including external member[s]) 

8. Successful Public Oral Defence of the dissertation before the Committee. 

9. Successful completion of all revisions requested by the Committee. 
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Appendix 3 

to the Nazarbayev University  

School of Sciences and 

Humanities Ph.D. in Eurasian 

Studies Program Student 

Handbook 

 

A general guidelines for dissertation  

 

The thesis (up to 100,000 words) should include the following: 

1) Title Page; 

2) Acknowledgements (optional); 

3) Abstract; 

4) Table of Content; 

5) List of Figures; 

6) List of abbreviations; 

7) Introduction; 

8) Literature review; 

9) Theoretical framework;  

10) Sources, data and methodology;  

11) Results and discussion; 

12) Conclusions; 

13) References. 

 

Short descriptions of the thesis chapters: 

Title Page – the title should be as concise as possible, consistent with giving an 

accurate description of the dissertation. 

Example: 

[Title] 

A thesis presented 

by 

[full name of author] 

to 

The School of Sciences and Humanities 

in partial fulfillment of the requirements 

for the degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy in Eurasian Studies 

Nazarbayev University 

Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan 

[Month and year of the submission of the completed dissertation to the department, 

division, or committee] 

 

Abstract – should not exceed 350 words, should state the problem, describe the 

methods and procedures used, and give the main results or conclusions of the research. 
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List of Figures and tables – list of figures in the thesis, chapter by chapter with 

a short description. 

List of Abbreviations – comprehensive list of abbreviations used throughout 

the thesis. 

Introduction – clarifies what you do, how you do it, why you do it, what is the 

significance of the project and how the dissertation is structured. 

Literature review – engages with the literature on the issue under investigation 

and sets the stage for the following theory chapter. 

Theoretical framework – discusses the theoretical approaches that have been 

used and spells out the main theoretical contribution that the dissertation seeks to make. 

It also prepares the stage for the empirical analyses that will be conducted in the next 

few chapters 

Sources, data and methodology  – discusses in great detail materials, methods 

used in the thesis research project, the data collection protocols, data sources, and the 

methodology for data processing and analysis. 

Results and discussion – present the main theoretical results of the thesis with 

a detailed interpretation for each chapter.  

Conclusions – bring everything together, summarize the most important results 

and discuss the impact of the research and its originality of the thesis contributions. 

Suggest how the theoretical framework presented at the beginning of the thesis may 

have to be refined and revised in the light of the empirical findings.  

References – authors and sources must be acknowledged. The APA style or 

Chicago Manual of Style of referencing must be used throughout the thesis. 

 

Formatting of Thesis: 

1. Margins: At least 1 inch for all margins. 

2. Spacing: Spacing throughout body of text: double spacing. 

3. Spacing for block quotations, footnotes, and bibliographies: single spacing 

within each entry but double spacing between each entry. 

4. Spacing for table of contents, list of tables, list of figures or illustrations, and 

lengthy tables: single spacing may be used. 

5. Font: Use 12 point font size. The font used in the main body of the paper 

should also be used in all headers, page numbers, and footnotes. A smaller font (10, 

11) can be used for the Tables. 

6. Pagination: Except for the front page, all the pages of a dissertation must be 

numbered. 

7. For the preliminary pages (abstract, table of contents, list of tables, graphs, 

illustrations, and preface), use small Roman numerals (i, ii, iii, iv, v...). These should 

be centered at the bottom or top of the page. All pages must contain text, tables, figures 

or images. 

8. For the text, use Arabic numbers (1, 2, 3, 4, 5...) starting with page one (the 

first page of the text itself). As in a book, page numbers can be centered at top or 

bottom. 
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9. The placement of page numbers must be centered throughout the manuscript. 

Since page numbers are used to demonstrate that the dissertation is complete, every 

page must be consecutively numbered, including tables, graphs, illustrations, and 

bibliography/index (if they are included); letter suffixes (such as 10a, 10b...) are not 

allowed. It is customary not to have a page number on the page containing a chapter 

heading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


