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DIRECTOR’S WELCOME
!

Congratulations on being admitted to the Master of Arts in Eurasian Studies program at
Nazarbayev University. On behalf of the Eurasian Studies Faculty, I would like to welcome you to
the School of Sciences and Humanities at NU. We are delighted that you decided to join us for
graduate training in Eurasian Studies.
The Eurasian MA is an interdisciplinary program that combines Anthropology, History, Literature,
Political Science, Religious Studies and Sociology. We define Eurasia inclusively, comprising not
just the five post-Soviet republics of Central Asia, but Xinjiang, Mongolia, Afghanistan, the
Caucasus, Russia and Eastern Europe. We believe the Eurasian MA will allow you to explore a
wide range of intellectual interests, to receive a rigorous training in your chosen field, and to take
an interdisciplinary approach to whatever research questions you develop.
SSH has an unrivaled concentration of internationally-qualified faculty with expertise on different
parts of the Eurasian region across different disciplines. This is an English-medium, internationallevel, truly interdisciplinary area studies Eurasian MA program to be taught at the heart of Eurasia
region itself. We believe that this is one of its greatest strengths: we study Eurasia from the inside,
we encourage the learning and usage of regional languages and our students’ own background
and experience enriches their research.
This Student Handbook describes program requirements, specializations, and course offerings.
Read it carefully, as it explains much of the basic structure of the program, and our expectations of
you as a student. That said, the information it contains is not exhaustive, so please approach your
adviser or me if you have any queries.
As an MA student you will be expected to work more independently than an undergraduate; the
time you spend in class will typically be less than 20% of the time you spend working each week.
For the other 80% you will be studying on your own, reading far more than you ever did as a BA
student, and preparing longer and more complex assignments. This requires a high level of selfmotivation, and can be a lonely process, but our faculty are always there to help: if you are having
problems with your academic work, don’t suffer in silence!
At the end of the Eurasian MA you will not only have a much deeper understanding of many
different aspects of the History, Politics, Society and Culture of Eurasia. You will also have
received a thorough training as an independent researcher, able to formulate your own research
questions, assemble, sift through and evaluate complex evidence, and present it in coherent,
fluent and well-written arguments. You will be prepared to carry on to a Ph.D., or to seek
employment in the fields of journalism, public service, diplomacy, NGOs, cultural and creative
work, and many other spheres where these skills are valued.
Once again, congratulations, and welcome to SSH and to NU!
Nikolay Tsyrempilov, Director of the Master of Arts Program in Eurasian Studies

INTRODUCTION
!

This Handbook contains tips, tools, and all the information to help you get the most out of your
graduate education here at NU. It is intended to serve as a central repository for information
relevant to student life in the School of Sciences and Humanities. It includes information on the
Eurasian MA degree, courses, policies, and procedures for academic year 2021-2022.
Please use this handbook as a guide about rules and regulations in SSH, but always consult an
advisor in the school for more detail. This is NOT intended to be a complete description of all of
the rules and regulations at Nazarbayev University, so please consult relevant documents and
advisors if you have further questions. The fundamental document regulating graduate programs
and student conduct are the graduate academic policies and procedures, available on the
university intranet (my.nu.edu.kz).

Time-Sensitive Information
Please note that NU is developing quickly and some of the information here will become out of
date soon. Make sure that you have the latest version of this bulletin when searching for time
sensitive information. Revisions to the handbook and relevant policies will be available at the
beginning of each academic year. These changes will not affect the requirements of your degree.

Location
The School of Sciences and Humanities is located in Block 8 of Nazarbayev University. The
offices of the Dean, Vice Dean, and support staff are on the second floor. Faculty offices and the
offices of teaching assistants can be found on all floors of Block 8 and Block 9. Most
classrooms are currently located on the third floor, and computer labs are located in rooms
8.322 and 8.422.

ORGANIZATION, ADMINISTRATION, AND STAFF
!

Organization of the School

The School of Sciences and Humanities has three major divisions – Natural Sciences,
Humanities, Social Sciences, and Kazakh Language and Turkic Studies. The Eurasian
Studies program bridges the Humanities and Social Sciences, with some language instruction
provided by the Kazakh Language and Turkic Studies department.

Dean
The Dean of the School of Sciences and Humanities is the head of the School, making final
decisions about school policies and overseeing all activities within the school. Students are
welcome to discuss concerns about school policies with the Dean by making an appointment
through his personal assistant, whose office is located in room 8.201. For the academic year
2021-22 the Dean of the School of Sciences and Humanities is Dr Gonzalo Hortelano.

Vice-Dean for Academic Affairs

The vice dean assists the dean in managing the school as well as developing and implementing
policies. The vice dean for academic affairs (VDAA) is responsible for curriculum, instructional
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support, and all other academic issues. For the academic year 2020-21 the Vice Dean for
Academic Affairs is Dr Philip Enns. His office is Room 8.204.

Department Chairs

Each department has a chair who is responsible for managing the department as well as
representing the department in the school and university. The chair reports to the Dean.

The MA in Eurasian Studies
The Program Director of the MA in Eurasian Studies for the academic year 2021-22 is Professor
Nikolay Tsyrempilov (office: Room 6.107; telephone: 7707-9385710; email:
nikolay.tsyrempilov@nu.edu.kz.
The Director is assisted by the Graduate Program Manager Assem (office: Room 8.207;
telephone: 7172-706638. Email: assem.koishybayeva@nu.edu.kz )
The Eurasian MA has a dedicated website and blog: https://eurasianstudiesatnu.wordpress.com/
Please follow it for regular updates and announcements, and for more details about student and
faculty research.
The Eurasian MA is taught by a diverse group of internationally recognized faculty drawn from
North America, Europe, Africa, and Asia. In 2021-2022, there are over 30 full-time professors
across five different disciplines:
Erika Alpert (PhD in Anthropology, University of Michigan, 2014)
Language and Society; Marriage and courtship practices; Japanese Culture and Society
Daniel Beben (PhD in History, Indiana University, 2015).
Islamic Central Asia; Ismailism; History of Badakhshan.
Alima Bissenova (PhD in Sociocultural Anthropology, Cornell University, 2012). Economic
Anthropology; Urban Anthropology; Anthropology of Islam.
Nicola Contessi (PhD in Political Science, Université Laval, 2012).
International Cooperation and Multilateralism; Security Studies; Central Asia; Chinese
Foreign Policy; Russian Foreign Policy
Paula Doumani Dupuy (PhD in Anthropology, University of Washington at St Louis,
2014).
Archaeology of Eurasia; Bronze Age Pastoralism and Agriculture in Central Asia.
Andrey Filchenko (PhD in Linguistics, Rice University, 2006).
Khanty grammar and linguistics. Siberian folklore and culture.
Rozaliya Garipova (PhD in Near Eastern Studies, Princeton University, 2013).
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Islamic History of Russia, Religious Authority, Islamic Law, Women and Gender in Islam.
Meiramgul Kussainova (Candidate of Science in History, Abay Almaty State University, 2009).
History of Kazakh Elites under Russian Rule in the 19th Century; Use of Oral Epic Poetry in the
Study of 18th- and 19th-Century Kazakh History.
Gabriel McGuire (PhD in Folklore and Ethnomusicology, Indiana University, 2013).
Central Asian Literature and Culture; Village Ethnography.
Niccolo Pianciola (PhD in History, University of Naples, 2005).
History of the Tsarist Empire and the Soviet Union, history of Inner Asia, history of communist
systems, comparative history of settler colonialism, comparative history of famines, nomadsedentary relations in historical perspective, history of forced population transfers.
Daniel Scarborough (PhD in History, Georgetown University, 2012).
History of the Russian Orthodox Church and its Clergy.
Caress Schenk (PhD in Political Science, Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, 2010).
National Identity and Multiethnic States; Political Economy of Migration; Political Corruption.
Post-Soviet region.
Uli Schamilogly (PhD in History, Columbia University, 1986)
Turkology; Medieval History; History of Golden Horde; Intellectual movements among the
Muslims of the Russian Empire; Environment and Linguistic History of Central Eurasia.
Charles Sullivan (PhD in Political Science, George Washington University, 2014).
Russian politics; Russian political culture.
Hélène Thibault (PhD in Political Science and Government, University of Ottawa, 2014). Politics
of Religion and Secularism; Central Asian Politics.
Victoria Thorstensson (PhD in Slavic Languages and Literature, University of WisconsinMadison, 2013).
Russian and Soviet intellectual and cultural history.
Alexei Trochev (PhD in Political Science, University of Toronto, 2005).
Comparative Politics; Law and Society; Judicial Politics; International Law; Human Rights.
Nikolay Tsyrempilov (Candidate of Science in History, St Petersburg branch of the Oriental
Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 2001; Doctor of Science in History, Buryat State
University, 2016)
Inner Asian Buddhism; History of Tibet, Mongolia and Eastern Siberia.
Dina Sharipova (PhD in Political Science, Indiana University, 2013).
Post-Soviet Politics, State-building, Informal Institutions, Identity Politics, Social Capital, Parties
and party system.
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Mahire Yakup (PhD in Linguistics, University of Kansas, 2013).
Uighur language, linguistics and culture.
To learn more about their research, please look at their departmental webpages (http://
www.SSH.nu.edu.kz/SSH/academics/departments) or look up their profiles on academia.edu.
Academic Year Timetable
SSH follows the timetable established by Nazarbayev University. Usually our fall semester runs 14
weeks from the middle of August to the beginning of December. After a short break, the second
14-week-long semester begins in early January and runs through late April. There are short breaks
in each semester. Precise dates of classes and breaks are determined at the university level and
posted to the Office of Registrar website: https://registrar.nu.edu.kz.

UNDERSTANDING COURSE LISTINGS
!

Credits
Progress toward graduation and completion of program requirements is measured in terms of
the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) credits that reflect the amount of class time and work
required. Each Eurasian MA course is 8 (eight) ECTS credits and the graduate thesis is 40
(forty) ECTS credits. The number of credits earned is used to determine a student’s progress
towards the completion of the Eurasian MA degree and eligibility for graduation. Eurasian MA
graduates will earn a total of 120 ECTS credits.

Program Designators
Each course has a title and a number. The number includes important information about the
course. The first part of the course number is a set of three or four letters called the program
designator.
The program designator indicates which academic program or department is responsible for the
course. For example, EAS500 is a course in Eurasian Studies. EAS is the program designator for the
core courses in Eurasian Studies. Elective courses will carry the program designator for their
particular discipline. For example, HST510 is an MA-level History course, because HST is the
program designator for History courses.

Course Number
After the program designator, you will see a three digit number. This number distinguishes each
course from another course within the program designator. Each course title is connected with
one number and vice versa. For example, EAS500 will always be ‘Introduction to Eurasia’. This will
be one of the first courses that you will be taking in the Eurasian MA program. And every time
this course is taught, its number will be EAS 500.
Course numbers are also used to indicate the difficulty level of a course. Courses from 000-499
are undergraduate courses while courses numbered 500 and above are graduate-level courses.
Most Eurasian MA courses will be between 500 and 599, although many will be co-coded in the
400-499 range and simultaneously open to advanced undergraduate students. On these courses
MA students may have to undertake extra assignments
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Eurasian Studies Course Offerings
The courses that are offered in the MA in Eurasian Studies change each term and each year. A
catalogue of available courses will be published by the registrar prior to registration each term;
you should consult that in order to find courses to choose from. Some courses will be offered every
year or every semester. However, SSH cannot guarantee that any given course will be offered
exactly when a student needs it and time conflicts may arise between courses. Therefore, it is
important that you meet with an adviser when choosing classes.

Core courses:
The MA in Eurasian Studies Program is designed to be completed in two years. Students take a
three-class course load during the fall and spring semesters of their first year, two classes plus
thesis work in the Fall Semester of their second year, and one elective alongside the completion of
their master’s thesis in their fourth semester. In the summer between their first and second year
they undertake primary research for their thesis, which is structured within a credit-bearing
module. Having no more than three classes per semester allows students to engage with topics in
the depth and detail required of graduate study.
The MA in Eurasian Studies program is weighted at 120 ECTS credits (ten courses of eight ECTS
and a master’s thesis of forty ECTS). The curriculum consists of five core courses (Introduction to
Eurasia, General Methodology, Qualitative Research Methods, Disciplinary Methodology,
Research and Fieldwork practicum) and five electives chosen from Anthropology, History,
Literature, Philosophy, Political Science, Religious Studies or Sociology.
In the first semester of the first year, students are taught as a single cohort and required to take
three core courses. In the second semester of the first year, they are assigned two internal
supervisors for their thesis, and will begin to develop a topic in weekly individual meetings within
the framework of the ‘Disciplinary Methodology’ course, which culminates in a feasibility study.
This forms the basis of their summer fieldwork and research. Alongside this they choose two
electives. In the first semester of the second year they are assigned an external member of their
thesis committee, who is available for electronic consultation, and they have weekly meetings with
their internal supervisors to discuss their research and draft chapters of the thesis. Alongside this
they choose another two electives. In the second semester of their second year they complete the
thesis, and choose one elective alongside it.
The thesis is the key element in the Eurasian MA degree, reflected in its weighting at one third of
the credit load. It is an independent, original research project, based on fieldwork (participant
observation, interviews, survey data) and work in libraries and archives across the Eurasian
region, together with a deep grounding in theoretical and methodological approaches and the
secondary literature of the relevant field. The length will vary from 20,000 words (for disciplines
such as Sociology where many of the results will be in the form of numerical data) to 30,000 words
(for more discursive disciplines such as History or Literature). Successful completion of the thesis
will have given Eurasian MA students the skills to compose article-length work of publishable
quality, with a clear path to future employment, or further academic study.
EAS 500 - Introduction to Eurasia
The course will assist students in acquiring a broad overview of the multidisciplinary field of
Eurasian studies and in identifying the areas within this field that they find most interesting to
pursue in greater depth. In the seminar, we will read and review prominent works produced in the
field of Eurasian studies in a variety of disciplines. In particular, we will read monographs,
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collections, and articles that are considered to have left a lasting imprint on contemporary research
and to have changed the way we conceptualize issues concerning ‘our region.’ The course is
organized around a weekly discussion of one major contribution to the field. While each week
involves a stand-alone work, the works are dedicated to a number of cross-cutting themes and
students are expected to participate in a discussion of the works that builds on earlier discussions
in the course. The themes that unify much of this scholarship include but are not limited to: the
impact of pre-Soviet and Soviet legacies, the conceptual frameworks that shape political systems,
the formation of national states and boundaries, the transformation of political/social systems, the
social construction of groups, the history of Islam and other religions in the region, the formation of
values, and the role of the political and economic system in social life and its impact on
relationships. On completion of the course, students should be able to formulate and place their
research within the framework of existing research.
EAS 501 - General Methodology
The General Methodology course of the MA program in Eurasian Studies is designed to introduce
students to key methods and theories which are relevant across multiple disciplines in the
Humanities and Social Sciences. It is a team-taught course, in which different Faculty members
will offer their expertise in particular areas. The sessions in the first part of the semester will
concentrate on the practical skills required to research, write and reference academic papers,
while those in the second part of the semester will examine key theories and concepts (PostSocialism, Epistemology, Transnational Approaches, Theories of the State, Nations and
Nationalism, Environment and Society, Marxism, Orientalism & Postcolonialism) that are relevant
to academic study across all disciplines in the Humanities and Social Sciences. Students will have
the opportunity to pursue those topics that interest them most in greater depth through further
reading and producing written assignments.
EAS506 –Qualitative Research Methods
How to interview people? How to observe the social world around us? How to get insights into
textual documents? These are important skills that can be used not only in social science research
and in various professional settings but also in our everyday life. This course is an introduction to
qualitative research methods that are employed across various disciplines, such as sociology,
anthropology, political science, history, international relations, education, social policy, etc. We will
cover the basics of the qualitative research process: theoretical foundations, research ethics,
research designs, data collection, data analysis, and writing research results. Apart from
textbook readings and class discussions, this course includes classroom activities and course
assignments that will give you an opportunity to practice some most commonly used qualitative
research methods – interviews, focus groups, participant observation, and textual analysis.
Further, in order to become familiar with the application of qualitative research methods in various
fields, you will review and critique qualitative research articles and research projects of your peers.
By the end of the semester, you will design your own research that applies qualitative research
methods to examine the question that you articulate.
EAS 502 - Disciplinary Methodology
This course will cover major theories and methodologies within different disciplines and will consist
of guided readings and weekly individual tutorials. Students will be introduced to major authors
and schools of thought (e.g. the Annales School in History, Evans-Pritchard & Levi-Strauss in
Anthropology, Bourdieu in Sociology) and encouraged to draw upon and combine ideas from
different subject fields in their own research. Students will be working closely with the two internal
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members of their thesis committee, who will advise on the readings most suitable for their topic.
The course will result in a literature review and feasibility study in preparation for the thesis.
EAS505 – Summer Research and Fieldwork Practicum
The summer research practicum is compulsory for students on the MA program in Eurasian
Studies. Students will spend a minimum of 200 hours over the summer engaged in primary
research for their thesis topic. This may consist of archival or library research, on-site fieldwork,
carrying out surveys or other research appropriate to their discipline. They will keep a diary of their
research activities, recording their day-to-day schedule, together with notes on their research, and
use these to compose an end of summer report which will explain their activities and their
outcomes, and how they expect this research to feed into their thesis. The report will be assessed
by the students’ thesis committee.
EAS503-4 – Thesis
All students are required to complete a Master’s thesis, a major research project undertaken in
consultation with two Faculty supervisors and an external advisor. The thesis must be at least
20,000 words in length and no more than 30,000, excluding endnotes, tables, appendices and
bibliography. The topic of the thesis must be approved by the student’s Advisory Committee and
be based on original research. Students will begin the reading and methodological training for their
thesis working with their internal supervisors on EAS502. At the end of this they will submit a
feasibility study which includes their plans for summer research (undertaken within the framework
of EAS505). They will work on their thesis over the two semesters of their second year, with
weekly meetings with at least one of their internal supervisors, and email consultations and
feedback with the external member of the thesis committee. The thesis should be an original piece
of research of publishable quality.

Elective courses (selection):
Anthropology and Sociology
ANT 510 Anthropology of Religion and Secularism
For many people throughout the world, religion is naturally connected with virtually every aspect
of society, while in modern societies, we see elaborate efforts to reserve areas of social and
especially political life where religion should be limited. The anthropology of religion explores the
diverse ways that religion forms a part of human experience and the social systems that organize
our lives, while the anthropology of secularism examines the ways that religion interacts with the
public sphere and competes or coexists with other systems of social value and order such as magic
and science. This course examines the ways that anthropologists and other scholars of culture and
society have explored the cultural experiences and social processes associated with religion and
the other social systems in which religion is included or excluded. Case materials will be drawn
primarily from Eurasia, broadly defined, while the course also aims to show how the experience of
Eurasia – particularly, post-Communist Eurasia – can be better understood in a broad comparative
perspective.
SOC 510 Social Problems and Issues in Eurasia
Throughout the course of the semester we will examine sociological theories of regional social
problems. The first half of the course is devoted to understanding theories of global inequality
in their many dimensions and how they are applied. In the second half of the course we will
investigate different issues, such as Population growth, Migration, Environmental problems, and
Education in Eurasia.
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History
HST523 Orthodox Christianity in Modern and Revolutionary Russia (Daniel Scarborough)
Orthodox Christianity served as the official religion of the Russian Empire, and was used to
produce theological justification for the political authority of the house of Romanov. Prominent
churchmen promoted anti-Semitic hatred and condemned democratic reform. Political dissidents
attacked the Orthodox Church as an obstacle to intellectual and political freedom. Yet, artists and
intellectuals also drew inspiration from Orthodoxy, viewing the Church as a source of national unity
and social liberation from autocracy. Philosophers viewed Orthodox Christianity as a means of
resisting the dogmatic materialism and positivism of the radical intelligentsia. This course will trace
the political, cultural, and intellectual history of Russia’s Orthodox Church over the 19th and 20th
centuries. Through a close reading of primary sources and scholarly literature, it will examine the
place of Orthodox Christianity in the reform, reaction and eventual collapse of the Tsarist regime. It
will explore the opposition to radical socialism of Orthodox intellectuals, and the Christian utopian
visions proposed by those same thinkers. The course will conclude with a study of the Orthodox
Christian component of the Soviet and post-Soviet ideology of “Eurasianism.” Ultimately, the
course will question whether Orthodox Christianity has served more to facilitate cooperation or to
exacerbate divisions, both within Russia and in Russia’s relations with the world.
REL510 Buddhism in Central Asia (Nikolay Tsyrempilov)
This course will explore the diffusion and evolution of Buddhism within Central Asia and along the
Silk Road. We will study the relationship between Buddhism and politics within the Kushan and
Sogdian empires as well as the kingdoms of Kucha and Khotan. Additionally, the relationship
between Buddhism and commerce as well as the evolution of Buddhist art and iconography will be
explored. Particular attention will be paid to the Sarvastivada, Dharmaguptaka, and
Mulasarvastivada sects of Buddhism.

Literature and Cultural Studies
HST/WLL541 Utopias in Russian and Soviet Literature [cross-listed with History] (Gabriel McGuire
and Zbigniew Wojnowski)
Stalin famously described writers as the ‘engineers of human souls’. In his vision, the task of
Soviet literature was to help construct the New Soviet Person – free from bourgeois prejudices of
the past and committed to a bright, communist future. Examining contemporary novels and poems
alongside modern-day historical scholarship, this course traces the history of utopia in Russian
and Soviet literature between the revolution of 1905 and the collapse of the USSR in 1991. It
examines how Russian and Soviet writers constructed visions of ideal societies and thereby seeks
to understand the changing roots, nature, and limits of revolutionary dreams in Tsarist Russia and
the USSR. We will further reflect on the role that literature played in questioning narratives of
progress, exploring dystopian science-fiction visions of the future along with satirical portrayals
of the Soviet present and idealised accounts of the pre-industrial past. More broadly, the course
will analyse the role of the creative intelligentsia under the Tsarist and Soviet regimes. Readings
range from Mayakovsky’s futurist poetry to Rasputin’s village prose, and from Ostrovskii’s socialist
realist novels to Bulgakov’s political satire.
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WLL542 Contemporary Russian and Russophone Literature (Victoria Thorstensson)
This course is dedicated to the advanced study of contemporary Russian and Russophone
literature written after 1991 (after the dissolution of the Soviet Union). We will explore works written
in various genres of prose and poetry (traditional novel, dystopias, conceptualist poetry,
postmodernist fiction, popular and detective literature, women’s prose, crea-tive nonfiction) and
other modes of cultural production (music, political and performance art) and debate the place and
role of literature in the modern world. Students will learn how to find their way in the literary
process as it unrolls in front of their eyes, learn to navigate creative outlets and the literary
marketplace, engage with contemporary criticism and learn about literary competitions, their
politics and their winners. We will read a wide range of practicing Russian and Russophone writers
and poets who, while coming from diverse ethnic backgrounds of the former Soviet space, chose
to write in Russian and to inscribe their work into Russian literary tradition. Our authors will include
Victor Pelevin, Vladimir Sorokin, Tatyana Tolstaya, Ludmila Ulitskaya, Svetlana Alexievich, Zakhar
Prilepin, Sergei Gandlevsky, Eugene Vodolazkin, Alexei Ivanov, Olga Slavnikova, Dmitry Prigov,
Olga Sedakova, Miriam Petrosyan, Guzel Yakhina, and others. While discussing their texts, we will
address the issues of politics, re-assessment of history, memory, gender, national identity, violence
and terrorism.
Political Science (co-coded with the MA in Political Science & International Relations and
subject to availability of places)
PLS 532 Politics of Migration (Caress Schenk)
The movement of people across borders is distinctly political as it challenges governments'
abilities to regulate everything from security to citizenship to labor markets. This course will look
at theories of why people move and how both sending and receiving governments attempt to
control that movement. It will assess how migration connects with other important political
phenomena such as national identity, economic development, state capacity, security, etc.
PLS 533 Politics of Eurasia (Caress Schenk)
The Politics of Eurasia course introduces the students to the comparative analysis of political
institutions, ideas and practices in the former Soviet countries of Eurasia. We will assess the
political legacies of the Soviet system, address the challenges of political reforms, and analyze
the origins, functioning and impact of formal and informal political institutions. We will learn how
to construct a comparative framework and build arguments for explaining the different political
processes and outcomes post-Soviet countries have experienced.
PLS 541 Advanced Topics in Comparative Politics (Helene Thibault)
This course allows students to take topical courses from professors who are teaching courses on
their primary areas of interest. These seminars are meant to broaden student understanding of
particular issue areas in comparative politics. Potential topics include immigration, nationalism,
federalism, voting, party behavior, regional studies, institutions, judicial politics, interest groups,
and more. This course draws on the research expertise of professors in the department and gives
students the opportunity to read, discuss, and write about core subject areas in greater depth in
preparation for their thesis work.
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EURASIAN STUDIES DEGREE
!

In order to earn a degree in Eurasian Studies and graduate from SSH, a student must complete the
degree program. This includes five core courses (Introduction to Eurasia, General Methodology,
Disciplinary Methodology, Qualitative Research Methods, Summer Research), five elective
courses, and the completion of a graduate thesis. In some cases undergraduate language
courses (for example, KAZ101) may be counted for undergraduate-level credit, with the
permission of the Program Director, but this must be in addition to the degree requirements.
The Eurasian MA program is very demanding, and a great deal of your success depends on how you
organize your schedule. You will have up to nine hours of classes per week (with language classes
on top of this) but will need to spend at least four times as long reading and preparing for
seminars. It is important for you to organize your time so you can make the most of your studies.
You should work toward furthering your professional and academic goals by taking full advantage
of the School, the university, and the opportunities that Nur-Sultan offers. Therefore, plan well.
Talk to the SSH faculty and examine their research profiles. Think early on about your Thesis,
and discuss your research ideas with potential supervisors.
For example, by the end of the first semester, you should know how to design a research project
for your thesis, and you should have some idea about which disciplinary area you wish to
write your thesis in, as this will determine who is assigned as your supervisor for the Disciplinary
Methodology course. By the end of the second semester, you will have to develop a draft proposal
(argument, research design and literature review) for the thesis, as well as planning your
summer research. And in the fourth semester, you should be well positioned to write several
drafts of your thesis in order to achieve a final result of publishable quality. At the same time
you need to remain alert to academic and job opportunities.
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Eurasian MA Coursework
The typical roadmap of completing MA in Eurasian Studies in 21 months is the following:
Semester 1 (August-December)
24 ECTS credits
EAS 500 - Introduction to Eurasia
EAS 501 - General Methodology
EAS 506 - Qualitative Research
Methods

Semester 2 (January-May)
24 ECTS credits
EAS 502 - Disciplinary
Methodology
ANT/SOC/REL/HST/WLL/PLS Elective

EAS505 Summer Research and Fieldwork Practicum (8 ECTS).

!

Semester 3 (August-December)
31 ECTS credits ANT/SOC/REL/
HST/WLL/PLS Elective ANT/SOC/
REL/HST/WLL/PLS Elective EAS 503
– Thesis I (15 ECTS)

Semester 4 (January-May)
33 ECTS credits ANT/SOC/REL/
HST/WLL/PLS Elective EAS 504 –
Thesis II (25 ECTS)

Eurasian MA Thesis
The final and fundamental part of earning the Eurasian MA degree is writing a thesis, which is
intended to represent a synthesis of learning outcomes in the Eurasian MA program. The thesis
should demonstrate competence in Humanities and Social Science approaches, as well as
proficiency in designing research, using appropriate methods and addressing important local, national
and global problems The Thesis and its defense should also demonstrate the ability to write high
quality, article-length manuscripts of publishable quality and to make an effective oral presentation of
research findings in English. All students will have a Thesis Committee, consisting of a Thesis Advisor and two
additional faculty members. Of the three members of the Thesis Committee, the Thesis Advisor
and at least one other Committee member must be on SSH faculty, and the third must be an
external committee member from another institution. The Thesis is written under the direction of the
Thesis Advisor, and must be approved by all members of the Thesis Committee. The length of the
thesis will vary depending on the topic and methodological approach of the student. The Thesis
should be no longer than 30,000 words, and no less than 20,000, excluding appendices and
bibliography. The Thesis should normally be submitted by a fixed deadline before the end of teaching
in the fourth semester of the program. In exceptional circumstances, with the agreement of the
student’s advisory committee, the submission deadline and viva-voce examination may be
postponed to the summer term, and the student granted an ‘Incomplete’ grade until the revised
deadline, but this will prevent them from graduating that summer.
Although your MA Thesis will be developed from your initial feasibility study, literature review and
report on summer research, it must be significantly broader and deeper to be considered a truly
independent piece of original research.
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Field Trips and research
Eurasian MA students are obliged to carry out field research during the summer vacation at the
end of their first year towards their graduate thesis, within the framework of EAS505. This might
involve interviews, participant observation, conducting surveys, the collection of data, work in
archives or the transcribing of oral history narratives. Limited funding will be available to allow
students to travel for research purposes. Research can extend into your third semester when
necessary, but this must be agreed in advance with your adviser and the Program Director.

Study Abroad
Students in SSH have a number of study abroad options. Some students arrange to study in
the summer and have the credits transferred to NU, but this must be approved in advance by the
Program Director and VDAA. The Career Advising Centre frequently finds opportunities for
students to participate in programs abroad, some of which involve university credit. In the
summer of 2018 two MAEAS students received Erasmus+ funding to study for a semester on the
Central Asian Studies MA at the Humboldt University in Berlin, and we hope to extend this
collaboration in future.

REGISTERING AND ENROLLING IN CLASSES
!

Studying in the COVID-19 Pandemic Conditions
As you know, the entire world is affected by the pandemic, and universities everywhere face
adversity. In these extraordinary circumstances NU has put a number of key measures in place
to keep our community safe. NU campus regulations are designed to minimize risks to students,
faculty and staff and in alignment with local and government regulations. Unfortunately, these
regulations will keep most of us away from the campus at least for the duration of the fall
semester. But of course, this does not relieve you of the obligation to attend remotely all classes
in the form in which it is prescribed in the syllabi. All other interactions with faculty and staff
should also be conducted via email, Skype or Zoom. Please let the director of the program or
your professors know if you face problems with Internet connection that preclude your
attendance of classes or participation in important online events.

Registration
Students will enroll in courses through the NU registrar’s web site, under the guidance of their
adviser and the graduate program manager. Registration is typically done before the beginning
of an academic term. Each student should meet every semester with the Program Director and
with his or her adviser to discuss and agree upon a course of study. Students should feel
welcome to consult with multiple faculty members about choosing courses.
If you see classes in the schedule, which you think might be interesting but for which you do not
have room in your schedule or cannot earn credit (e.g. undergraduate classes), then please
contact the instructor to ask if you can audit the class (i.e. register and attend, without credit) or
simply sit in on a few sessions.
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Class Attendance
Students are expected to attend all offline and online classes for which they enroll at Nazarbayev
University. In some cases, a student may have a pressing need to miss class such as illness or a
family emergency. In these cases the student should inform all instructors as soon as possible and,
wherever possible, obtain documentation of the need to miss class. An instructor may choose to
excuse absences if they are well-documented, but this is an individual decision of the instructor
and the student should take responsibility for making the necessary arrangements. Instructors
may expect that all course work and missed exams will still be completed, so students should
not expect instructors will adjust deadlines or requirements.
In cases where class must be missed for medical reasons, students are expected to obtain a
certified note from the doctor. This note should be registered with the Student Services office and
shown to each faculty member who teaches a class that the student has missed.
It is the individual responsibility of the student to show this documentation to the faculty member and
students should not expect that an instructor will know about a doctor’s note simply because it is on file
with Student Services. Please note that fraudulent medical notes are considered serious misconduct
and attempts to use them can result in harsh punishment.
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GRADES AND MARKS
!

Grading Scale
Nazarbayev University has adopted a letter grading system A, B, C, D and F.SSH uses the same
grading scale as the rest of the university. The numerical and percentage equivalents of the
grades are below.
Grade

A

A-

B+

B

B-

C+

C

3

2,67

2,33 2

C-

D+

Point Value

4

3,67 3,33

Percentage

95+

90-9 85-8 8 0 - 7 5 - 7 0 - 6 5 - 6 0 - 55-5 5 0 - -49.9
4.9
9.9
84.9 79.9 74.9 69.9 64.9 9.9
54.9

1,67 1,33

D

F

1

0

Instructors will give percentages for individual assignments, which will be used to calculate a final
percentage grade. Final grades are reported by instructors as letters with modifiers and these
translate into grade points. One course on the Eurasian MA (EAS505, the summer research
practicum) is graded as Pass/Fail, without letter grades.

Grade Point Average
A Grade Point Average is a running measure of a student’s academic performance over time. GPA
is calculated by multiplying the grade point value of each letter grade by the number of credits
in each class, then dividing by the overall number of credits attempted. Two kinds of GPA are
calculated – Semester GPA includes only the grades and credits earned in a particular term, while
Overall GPA (or “Cumulative GPA”) is a running total that includes all courses taken at NU.

Course Withdrawal
Students are not permitted to withdraw from core courses on the Eurasian Studies MA. Students may
withdraw from or switch elective courses only in exceptional circumstances, and after consultation
with the Program Director. After the end of the Withdrawal period, there are no options for
removing a course from a schedule. Withdrawal results in a letter grade of W being assigned to the
student’s transcript for the course.

Administrative Withdrawal
A student may be withdrawn from a course by the administration of SSH or NU due to unforeseen
circumstances that make it unreasonable to expect a student to finish a class. These cases are
very rare and include situations such as unexpected illness or severe classroom conduct problems.
In case of Administrative Withdrawal, a letter grade of W will be assigned to the class on the
student’s transcript.
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Re-sitting Exams

SSH does not allow re-sitting of exams except under exceptional circumstances and the approval
of the instructor.

Incompletes
A student who is unable to complete a class due to unforeseen circumstances, such as sudden
illness or family emergency, may petition for a grade of incomplete. If this petition is granted, the
result will be a letter grade of ‘I’ temporarily placed on a student’s transcript. The student will
then have up to one full semester to complete the work for the course in consultation with the
instructor. If the work is not completed in this time, it will change to a grade of ‘F’ on the
transcript.
Students who feel that this may be a necessary course of action should contact their instructor and
the Eurasian MA Program Director as soon as possible to make arrangements. Please note that
Incompletes are granted only in exceptional cases.

Retaking Courses
SSH follows NU policy regarding course retakes. A student may retake a course only if
improvement or passage of the course is necessary for advancement in the student’s degree
program. Students are only allowed to retake two courses during their time at NU. In the event
of a successful retake, the average of the original mark and the successful grade will be used to
calculate the GPA.

Appealing Grades
If a student believes that he or she has received an unfair or erroneous grade, the student may
appeal. The student must first consult with the instructor within 5 working days of receipt of the
contested grade (this time may be extended if the instructor can be shown to have been
unavailable). The Instructor must respond within the next 5 working days (that time may be
extended if the instructor is shown to have been unavailable). In the event that the student still
believes that the grade is incorrect, or the Instructor has not replied within 15 days, the student
may appeal to the Dean of the School within 5 days. The Dean shall consult with the Instructor
before making any decision. The decision of the Dean shall be final. Students should not expect
that grade appeals will result in changed grades except in exceptional circumstances. Abuse of
this system will be considered misconduct.

!

TRANSFERRING CREDIT FROM OUTSIDE NU

There are a number of ways that a student may earn credit within SSH for work that was
performed elsewhere. The minimum criteria for credit to transfer from another university include:
• An overall GPA at the other institution of 3.4/4.0 or higher
• A grade on an individual course of B or higher
• A similar course existing within SSH
• Evaluation by the Eurasian MA committee to determine the merit and relevance to Eurasian
Studies of the course based on detailed course descriptions
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A maximum of 16 ECTS credits or 2 8-credit courses can be transferred for any individual student.
Transfer credit is not given for courses in which a student earned a grade lower than ‘B’ or
equivalent. Grades earned at other universities are listed as ‘TC’ on the student’s transcript and
do not contribute to the calculation of GPA.

Credit for Concurrent External Work
In some cases, students may wish to take courses at other universities during their time as a
student at NU. Examples may be credit earned during student exchange programs or from taking
summer practical courses. In these cases, the student must make arrangements for transfer of
credit prior to performing the course work. It is the responsibility of the student to consult with an
advisor and other relevant people such as the dean or associate dean to ensure that the credits
will transfer.

MISCONDUCT
!

SSH adheres strictly to NU policies on both academic and non-academic misconduct. The school
includes a committee that handles issues of academic discipline. The committee receives reports
of misconduct from instructors and maintains a central record. Punishments may range from verbal
reprimands to a recommendation for expulsion from the university.
The disciplinary committee also listens to disputes from students who believe they have been
falsely accused and students are encouraged to speak with advisors, the SSH student services
manager, or the associate dean about any questions regarding disciplinary issues.

Warnings against Plagiarism and Cheating
Both plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated, and will be punished according to the procedures
of the “Student Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures of Nazarbayev University.” If you are
not sure about whether your actions constitute one or both of these practices, please talk to your
advisor or the Director of Graduate Studies for the Eurasian MA about them. Under this Student
Code, plagiarism “is intentionally or carelessly presenting the work of another as one’s own”. It
includes submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work, which has wholly
or in part been created by another person. It also includes the presentation of the work, ideas,
representations, or words of another person without customary and proper acknowledgement of
sources. Plagiarism occurs when a person:
•

•

Directly copies one or more sentences of another person’s written work without proper
citation. If another writer’s words are used, you must place quotation marks around the
quoted material and include a footnote or other indication of the source of the quotation. This
includes cut and paste from the internet or other electronic sources;
Changes words but copies the sentence structure of a source without giving credit to the
original source, or closely paraphrases one or more paragraphs without acknowledgement
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of the source of the ideas, or uses graphs, figures, drawings, charts or other visual/audio
materials without acknowledging the source or the permission of the author;
• Submits false or altered information in any academic exercise. This may include making up data
for an experiment, altering data, citing non-existent articles, contriving sources, etc.;
• Turns in all or part of assignment done by another student and claims it as their own;
• Uses a paper writing service, has another student write a paper, or uses a foreign language
translation and submits it as their own original work.
Cheating harms the very fibre of the University community. Honest students are put at a
disadvantage due to the unfairness of the act and the potential that the grading structure of the
class may be altered to their disadvantage. A student who cheats does not receive a real education,
robbing themselves of the experience of how to learn. This is the focus of any university education.
Cheating also damages the reputation of the University as well as the fabric of society. Finally,
cheating damages the ethics of the individual, teaching them a false and dishonest approach to
life that will not be sustainable in their future careers. Cheating occurs when a person:
•
•

Gains or provides unauthorized access to examination materials.
Uses notes, mobile phone, books, calculator or other materials/devices during an
examination without the permission of the instructor.
Copies from another student’s exam sheet with or without their permission or allows a
student to copy from their exam sheet.
Obstructs or interferes with another student’s efforts in an academic exercise.
States a dishonest reason in a request for an extension for an exam or paper.
Continues to write even when time is up during an exam.
Talks during an examination period.
Asks another student take an examination or quiz.
Any other action that gives a student an unfair advantage during an examination period or on
any assignment being graded for credit.”

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

STUDENT LIFE
!

The university experience is about more than just doing well in classes. SSH encourages all
students to be active in social, civic, and professional spheres as far as it is possible in the current
extraordinary circumstances. We provide support for some of this development and encourage
students to be active in finding activities that are rewarding to them. At the same time, studies
must take priority and students should not over-extend themselves. Seek the advice of an adviser,
the Student Services manager, the Associate Dean, or the Department of Student Services if you
need help in balancing these various parts of student life.
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ADVISING
!

Each student is assigned to a Eurasian Studies MA faculty member who will act as an adviser. In
their second year this will usually be their principal thesis adviser. Advisers are especially useful for
answering questions about degree programs and course expectations. Students are encouraged to
seek help from that adviser on any issues related to life at Nazarbayev University. SSH also has a
student services manager who can help with many issues related to student life when a faculty
advisor is not available or does not have some information. Students are also encouraged to seek
help from faculty members other than their advisers, especially for questions specific to a degree
program or academic field.
Nazarbayev University also has a Career and Advising Centre located on the first floor of Block 1.
This centre can help with questions about career placement, internships, and general advising
related to university life.
A psychological health advisor is located in the student dormitories. This person is available to
discuss issues ranging from time-management strategies to psychological issues related to
personal difficulties.
All of the faculty and advisers at Nazarbayev University are available to talk.
Do not hesitate to contact anyone who you would like to speak with and they will make an
appointment.

STUDENT STANDING
!

Good Standing
A student who meets the basic requirements of Eurasian MA program (minimum 3.0 GPA) is
considered to be in Good Standing. Students in good standing are eligible for most opportunities
and rights that are afforded to SSH students. Some opportunities may have other, higher
standards as well, but good standing is considered the basic qualification to participate in clubs,
student council, internship opportunities, scholarship competitions, etc. If at any point during a
student’s course of study, his or her GPA falls below 3.0, the student will be given one semester of
Probationary Status to bring his or her overall GPA above 3.0. Failure to do so will normally result
in a student’s termination from the program.

Conditional Students
Students who do not meet the minimum requirements for admission to the Eurasian MA program,
e.g., have 6.5 IELTS score, but who show outstanding qualities in some areas may be admitted to
the Eurasian MA program at the discretion of the graduate admissions committee. These students
maintain the status of Conditional Students. These students must re-take IELTS or TOEFL and
achieve at least 7.0 score in IELTS (with no score below 6.0 in any element) or 600 in TOEFL PBT or
100 in TOEFL IBT (with a minimum 21 in each) by the end of the first semester of the Eurasian
MA program, in order to leave conditional status and become students in good standing. In normal
circumstances, a conditional student who does not achieve these scores by the end of the first
semester will be asked to leave NU.
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Full-Time
A Eurasian MA student is considered to be enrolled full time with a minimum of 24 ECTS
credits during Fall and Spring semesters. Summer term does not have a minimum credit
load. All students on government scholarships must maintain the minimum number of
credits or they may forfeit their scholarship.

Clubs and Organizations
SSH students are encouraged to participate in clubs and organizations at NU. We also
have a Student Affairs committee that is made up of faculty and staff dedicated to helping
SSH students create and maintain clubs and organizations that appeal to their unique
interests. Ask an adviser or the Student Services Manager to find out who is on that
committee or to get a list of active SSH student organizations.

SSH Student Council
SSH is proud to have an active student council. This is a group of students that act as a
deliberative body for hearing student concerns and discussing them constructively.
They also serve as an advisory voice that can bring issues of concern to the
administration of SSH. SSH is committed to an inclusive atmosphere in which students
can be heard, so this group is encouraged to be very active. Student Council
representatives are elected annually at the beginning of the academic term. Ask a
faculty adviser or the Student Services Manager to find out more information about the
SSH Student Council.

EMERGENCY SITUATIONS
!

In case of emergency, accident or fire, telephone 70-62-62 at any time (62-62 from an
internal NU telephone).
In case of fire, inform security of its location and then immediately leave the building,
following the signs to the designated assembly point.
In case of emergency or serious accident, inform security of your location and the
nature of the emergency or accident. If an ambulance is required dial 70-61-87 (61-87
from an internal NU telephone).
In case of experiencing any of the symptoms commonly associated with COVID-19, like
fever, cough, shortness of breath, loss of smell or taste, or receive positive COVID-19
test results, (1) please seek professional medical assistance; (2) notify anyone who may
have contracted it from you, (3) self-isolate, (4) contact and notify Program Director.
For detailed information please visit https://nu.edu.kz/covid-19
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