
KazLT Student Handbook: 
The Kazakh Language Requirement Explained 

Біз қазақ тілін құрметтейміз, қазақ тілінің ғылым тілі болуын 
қолдаймыз және қазақ тілінің абройын көтереміз.  

 
The Department of Kazakh Language and Turkic Studies (KazLT) is committed to honoring the 
Kazakh language, supporting the Kazakh language as a language of science, and raising its prestige. 
We are committed to promoting academic excellence in Kazakh language and Kazakh Studies at the 
highest international level. 

KazLT offers courses coded KAZ 2** and 3** as a part of the Core Curriculum for undergraduate 
students at Nazarbayev University (NU). According to the new Kazakh Language Policy (adopted: 
26 June 2019), all undergraduate students matriculating at NU beginning in August 2019 are 
required to complete two KAZ courses for graduation as explained below. (Students matriculating 
before August 2019 are grandfathered under the previous Kazakh Language Policy requiring two 
courses without specifying specific courses.) The faculty of KazLT encourages all students to begin 
to complete their Kazakh language as early in their university career as possible. We hope that you 
will continue to use and develop your knowledge of Kazakh language through opportunities 
provided by the University, the Department, and student organizations such as the Shyraq Club. 
Every year there are students who reach their senior year without having taken KAZ courses. This 
is irresponsible on the part of the students. If you are a sophomore, junior, or senior and do not 
have a “Kazakh language level” placement, please contact Uli Schamiloglu, the KazLT chair, as soon 
as possible: uli.schamiloglu@nu.edu.kz. 

Students are assigned a Kazakh language level upon matriculation in the University. Placement is 
defined according to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) scale, 
with reference to the corresponding level of the American Council of Teachers of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL) scale.  

We do not administer the Kazakh Language Placement Exam (KLPT) to all students. Students who 
have completed their secondary education in Kazakh-language groups will be placed automatically 
at the “Advanced” level (C1.1 according to the CEFR scale, Advanced-High according to the ACTFL 
scale). Those who have completed their secondary education in Russian-language groups will be 
administered the KLPT, for which they have to register during Orientation Week. Students who 
have completed their secondary education in Kazakhstan in another language will be placed on a 
case-by-case basis. For students with no background in Kazakh language at all (for example 
international students or Kazakhstani nationals who have grown up outside Kazakhstan without 
any exposure to Kazakh language) will be placed into courses in Kazakh as a Foreign Language 
(KFL), for which the requirements are different (see below).  

KazLT offers a basic sequence comprised of KAZ 201, Academic Kazakh I and KAZ 202, 
Academic Kazakh II. (KAZ 202 is a prerequisite for all 300-level courses unless a student is placed 
directly into the Advanced level.)  

• Students placed at the B1.2/B2.1 level according to the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages (CEFR) scale (Intermediate-Low/Intermediate-Mid according to 
the ACTFL scale) must take KAZ 201, Academic Kazakh I.  



• Students placed at the B2.2 level according to the CEFR scale (Advanced-Mid according to 
the ACTFL scale) must take KAZ 202, Academic Kazakh II. 

Students who have placed below the B1.2 level with a minimum placement of A1 according to the 
CEFR scale (Novice High according to the ACTFL scale) may take KAZ 150, Basic Kazakh. This 
course, which is offered only during the summer, is a remedial course below the level of the 
requirement for graduation from secondary school in the Republic of Kazakhstan. Students who 
take this course must still take KAZ 201-202 (plus one additional 300-level course if they are a B.A. 
student, see below). Students who are placed below KAZ 201 are encouraged to seek tutoring or 
take external courses in Kazakh language. 

KazLT also offers two additional courses at the 200 level, KAZ 211, Academic Speaking in Kazakh 
and KAZ 212, Academic Writing in Kazakh, staffing permitting. This is designed for students who 
have completed KAZ 202 but need additional support in academic speaking (KAZ 211) or academic 
writing (KAZ 212). Students may take one (but not both) upon the recommendation of their 
instructor for KAZ 202. Students who are required to complete a non-B.A. diploma and wish to take 
a second KAZ courses after KAZ 202 may choose from either of these courses as well, if it is offered. 
(The other course at this level is KAZ 236, Kazakh for Medical School, which is intended for 
students in the NU School of Medicine.) 

KazLT offers a wide range of courses in Kazakh Studies at the 300 level, including courses in 
literature, culture, music and folklore, linguistics, diplomacy, and social science as well courses in 
Kazakh for Professional Purposes in business, civil service, engineering, and medicine. We hope to 
expand our offerings in Kazakh for Professional Purposes, 400-level undergraduate research 
courses, a department minor in Kazakh Language and Turkic Studies, plus a graduate program in 
Turkology. This will all take time and effort! 

What you have all been looking forward to is a detailed explanation of the Kazakh Language 
Requirement. Here goes my explanation of the requirements in the new Kazakh Language Policy: 

Non-B.A. students: This refers to students who will receive a B.S. in the School of Sciences and 
Humanities (SSH) in fields other than humanities or social sciences (Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics, or Physics) or other non-B.A. degree in one of the other undergraduate degree 
programs in other schools at NU. Your requirement is as follows:  

• If you were placed below KAZ 201, you are required to take KAZ 150 (or the equivalent 
through tutoring or external courses) plus two (2) additional courses, as below. 

• If you were placed into KAZ 201, you are required to take KAZ 201 and KAZ 202. 
• If you were placed into KAZ 202, you are required to take KAZ 202 and one additional 

course (it can be KAZ 211 or KAZ 212, if offered, or a course at the 300 level). 
• If you were placed into the “Advanced” level, you are required to two (2) courses at the 300 

level. 

B.A. students: This refers to students who will receive a B.A. in SSH in humanities or social sciences. 
Your requirement is as follows: 

• If you were placed below KAZ 201, you are required to take KAZ 150 (or the equivalent 
through tutoring or external courses) plus three (3) additional courses, as below. 



• If you were placed into KAZ 201, you are required to take KAZ 201 and KAZ 202, plus a 300-
level course. 

• If you were placed into KAZ 202, you are required to take KAZ 202 and one additional 
course at the 300 level. (You may also take KAZ 211 or KAZ 212, if offered, but it will not 
eliminate your requirement to take one course at the 300 level.) 

• If you were placed into the “Advanced” level, you are required to two (2) courses at the 300 
level. 

As a member department of SSH, the faculty of KazLT are sensitive to the various complexities 
associated with NU Core Curriculum requirements. We know that there are students who have 
graduated from Uzbek-language and other schools. We are still developing our understanding of 
this and will address student placement on a case-by-case basis. While we have raised the 
expectations of our students with regard to offerings taught in Kazakh language, we recognize that 
some students cannot function at the level of KAZ 201, for which reason we offer KAZ 150 in the 
summer. (If you are not able to take it in the summer, you may seek to improve your Kazakh 
language knowledge through tutoring and/or external courses.) NU is also hoping to recruit more 
international students with no background in Kazakh language. There are even students who are 
citizens of Kazakhstan who were raised outside of Kazakhstan with no exposure to Kazakh 
language. For this reason we have included the following additional categories: 

Students who have completed their secondary education outside of Kazakhstan (intended for 
citizens of Kazakhstan):  

The requirement for non-B.A. students is as follows: 

• If you are placed at the A or B level, you are required to complete two courses, including 
KAZ 201. 

• If you are placed at the C level, you are required to complete two courses at the 300 level. 

The requirement for B.A. students is as follows: 

• If you are placed at the A or B level, you are required to complete two courses, including 
KAZ 202. 

• If you are placed at the C level, you are required to complete two courses at the 300 level. 

 

International students or students who have no background in Kazakh at all [requires special 
certification]: 

The requirement for non-B.A. students is as follows: 

• If you have no background in Kazakh at all, you are required to complete KFL 201, 
Intermediate Kazakh as a Foreign Language I. (This means you are required to take three 
semesters of coursework.) 

The requirement for B.A. students is as follows: 

• If you have no background in Kazakh at all, you are required to complete KFL 202, 
Intermediate Kazakh as a Foreign Language II. (This means you are required to take four 
semesters of coursework.) 



The faculty of KazLT are also sensitive to the situation in the Republic of Kazakhstan may change 
because of the introduction of tri-lingual education. It may be that the NU Core Curriculum 
requirements for Kazakh language may need to be revisited in a decade or so in 2030. In the 
meantime, we believe that we have introduced an academically rigorous curriculum based on best 
international practices which may serve as a model for Kazakhstan. Separating placement by 
Kazakh-language group versus Russian-language (etc.) group may no longer be necessary in 10 
years. If so, KazLT will be ready for new challenges in 2030. 

If you have any questions, please contact Uli Schamiloglu, the KazLT chair: 
uli.schamiloglu@nu.edu.kz. 

 

APPENDIX: Levels for Placement 

 

Course Prerequisite/CEFR 
(ACTFL) 

Proceed Learning Finishing Class 

KAZ 150, Basic 
Kazakh 

A1 
(Novice-High) 

A2/B1.1 
(Intermediate-Low/ 
Intermediate-Mid) 

B1.2 
(Intermediate-High) 

KAZ 201, Academic 
Kazakh I 

(Intermediate-High) B1.2/B2.1 
(Intermediate-High/ 
Advanced Low) 

B2.2 
(Advanced-Low) 

KAZ 202, Academic 
Kazakh II 

B2.2 
(Advanced-Mid) 

B2.2/C1.1 
(Advanced-Mid/ 
Advanced-High) 

C1.1 
(Advanced-High) 

KAZ 211, Academic 
Speaking in Kazakh 

KAZ 202 or C1.1 
(Advanced-High) 

(improve speaking) C1.1 
(Advanced-High) 

KAZ 212, Academic 
Writing in Kazakh 

KAZ 202 or C1.1 
(Advanced-High) 

(improve writing) C1.1 
(Advanced-High) 

300-level KAZ courses C1.1 
(Advanced-High) 

C1.1/C1.2 C1.2 
(Superior) 

400-level KAZ courses C1.2 
(Superior) 

C1.2/C2 C2 
(Distinguished) 
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