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PLS 211: Quantitative Methods
Nazarbayev University

Fall 2019
MWF, 3:00 PM - 3:50 PM, 8.321

Instructor: Dr. Bimal Adhikari
Email: bimal.adhikari@nu.edu.kz
Office Location: 8.502
Office Hours: MW 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM

Course Description and Objectives

The goal of this course is to introduce students to the quantitative approach to political science research. This
course will make students critical consumers of quantitative research. In other words, students will learn to
critically analyze quantitative literature, including the sample frame, methods, and analysis. Moreover, this
course will also enable students to answer scientific queries using statistical models. In doing so, students
will learn how to how to gather, summarize, visualize data; and make statistical inferences with raw data us-
ing Stata. This course also prepares students for taking more advanced and specialized quantitative methods
courses. A reasonable knowledge of mathematics is assumed, but nothing beyond the level of basic algebra
is required. By the end of the course, the student will be able to (1) understand how quantitative methods are
used in social science scholarship; (2) make their own evidenced-based arguments; (3) use statistical pack-
age in an efficient manner; (4) effectively communicate scientific ideas and the findings in an appropriate
format; (5) demonstrate the ability to develop a research question in and answer it using appropriate source.

Readings
• Kellstedt, Paul M., and Guy D. Whitten. 2018. The Fundamentals of Political Science Research.

Cambridge University Press. [KW]

• You are expected to download other required readings. Most of them are available through the library
website. Readings that are not in the library’s holdings will be made available via Moodle.

Course Requirements
1. Exams (25 + 25 = 50%) .

There will be two in-class and/or take-home exams (worth 25% each). The exams will consist of
essay questions, multiple choice questions, fill in the blanks, etc. To the most part, the exams will be
closed note, closed book, and cumulative.

2. Assignments (50%)
Over the semester, there will be several in-class and/or take-home assignments. Each take-home
assignment must be completed and returned on time. Late submissions will receive a score of zero;
no exceptions! The in-class assignments will be over the assigned readings for a given class meeting
and/or on the materials presented in previous lectures. The in-class assignments will not necessarily
be announced ahead of time. There will be no make-up assignments except in the case of documented
emergencies.
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Grading

Grading Components
Exams (25 + 25) : 50%
Assignments : 50%

Letter Grade Distribution
Final class grades will be assigned with the following grading scale:

>= 95 A 65.00 - 69.99 C
90.00 - 94.99 A- 60.00 - 64.99 C-
85.00 - 89.99 B+ 55.00 - 59.99 D+
80.00 - 84.99 B 50.00 - 54.99 D
75.00 - 79.99 B- <= 50.00 F
70.00 - 74.99 C+

Other Considerations

Attendance Policy
Class attendance is mandatory and will be administered at the beginning of each lecture. Students
who arrive late (after the roll-call) or leave early will be counted absent. Students taking unreasonably
long breaks (more than five minutes) during the class will be considered absent. Any more than six
unexcused absences will result in an automatic failing grade in the course. If students have a valid
excuse to miss a class, then they are expected to discuss the matter with the instructor before the as-
signments are due, not after.

Make-up Assignments

Students are responsible for all course material and assessments outlined in the syllabus, even if they
have an excused absence no later than three days after the consultation with the doctor. Certificates
submitted after this deadline will not be accepted.

Students who know they will miss class, even if it is a School or University activity, must contact the
instructor before the class. If this is not possible, the instructor must be contacted within 24 hours.
Students must provide documentation for their absence.

If a student misses an in-class assessment and does not find a way to contact the professor within
this twenty-four-hour window (either personally or via a friend or family member), the student may
receive a zero for the assessment. If circumstances are so dire as to keep the student from making
contact during this twenty-four-hour-window, then the student must provide substantial documenta-
tion corroborating the situation (a simple spravka will not suffice).

If an assessment is missed, instructors can give a zero. The instructor may also offer a more difficult
version of the assessment; a make-up with a penalty; increase the value of a subsequent assessment;
or some other option.

All assessments should be completed before the day final grades are due. In exceptional circumstances
(for instance a long-term hospitalization) a grade of incomplete may be given. Such grades are given
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only with the approval of the instructor and Vice Dean for Academic Affairs.

Grade Appeals

You may contest the grade on an exam up to five business days after it is returned. If you believe
that there has been a grading error, submit a written description of the error you believe occurred with
your work via official NU email. However, you are required to wait 24 hours after the assignment is
returned to you before contacting me. Please also note that if you appeal a grade on an assignment and
I decide to reexamine the assignment, the grade may increase, decrease, or remain the same. It will be
treated as a new grade on the assignment, and all aspects of the assignment are open to reexamination.
There will be no re-grading of re-graded assignment. For the final exam, students will have 48 hours
to request re-grading of the assignment.

The grade you earn in the class is the grade you deserve. I will not tolerate any form of grade lawyer-
ing, which includes requests for the grade to be raised for no legitimate reason, flattery, insults, threats,
etc. Students involved in such acts will be reported to the Vice Dean of Academic Affairs for an aca-
demic misconduct report (category B offense).

Availability

I do not discuss grades via email. If you would like to discuss your grades, feel free to make an
appointment with me or visit me during office hours. Office hours are listed at the beginning of the
syllabus. If you need to see me during times other than the ones listed above, you must send me
an email beforehand (at least 24 hours ahead), and I will be glad to make arrangements with you.
I reserve the right to send students away who come and see me outside of office hours without an
appointment. I aim to be responsive to email from students. However, please do not expect an answer
to your question sooner than 24 hours after it is sent during weekdays, and 48 hours during weekends.
I will also not answer emails that can be answered by looking at the syllabus. Also, do not start your
email “Hey Dr. Adhikari,” or “Hello,” or without a salutation. Instead, “Dear Dr. Adhikari,” or “Dear
Professor Adhikari,” should be used for initial contact. I will not answer emails that use an improper
salutation.

Written Assignment Formatting

Your papers are professional products and should be formatted as such. All your written assignments
must follow these guidelines. Each paper should be a word document (no PDFs), double-spaced, in a
normal font (Times New Roman, size 12), with standard 1” margins. Your citations must adhere to the
American Political Science Association Style Manual. Keep in mind the page limit does not include
references. Failure to adhere to these formatting instructions will adversely affect your assignment
grade.

Classroom Conduct

Disruptive behavior such as side conversation, sleeping, and participating in an unproductive man-
ner will adversely affect your classroom performance. I also do not tolerate any rudeness directed at
your classmates or myself. Such incidents will be reported to the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs
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for disciplinary action. To this end, cellphones, smart-watches, tablets, laptops, and all other elec-
tronic devices must be turned off for the duration of the class. Multiple studies show that taking notes
by hand is better for your comprehension of the material and the learning experience of your fellow
students. Students found in violation of these policies will be asked to leave the classroom and will
be marked absent for the lesson. In severe cases, the student will be reported to the Vice Dean for
Academic Affairs. Any more than two offenses will have their final course grade adjusted by a full
letter for each additional violation.

Academic Honesty

Academic dishonesty of any sort will not be tolerated. Academic misconduct is defined broadly, to
include a wide variety of behaviors that conflict with the values and mission of NU. Students should
become familiar with the NU Student Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (Student Code),
which is the official document outlining policies and procedures around academic misconduct at NU.
Students are responsible for complying with NU policies, as well as those described in the syllabus
for an individual class, whether the student has read them or not. When in doubt about plagiarism,
paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other forms of academic dishonesty, feel free to consult
the course instructor.

Class Outline

The information contained in the course syllabus may change throughout the semester. All changes will be
announced in class and/or via Moodle. It is the responsibility of the student to take note of any changes.

Week Topic Readings
1 (August 12-16) Introduction KW, Chapter 1
2 (August 19-23) The Art of Theory Building KW, Chapter 2
3 (August 26-30)∗ Evaluating Causal Relationships KW, Chapter 3
4 (September 2-6) The Basics of Research Design KW, Chapter 4
5 (September 9-13) Measurement and Descriptive Statistics KW, Chapter 5
6 (September 16-20) Stata Week TBD
7 (September 23-27) Exam Week TBD
8 (September 30-October 4) Fall Break ——————
9 (October 7-11) Probability and Statistical Inference KW, Chapter 6
10 (October 14-18) Bivariate Hypothesis Testing KW, Chapter 7
11 (October 21-25) Bivariate Regression Models KW, Chapter 8
12 (October 28-November 1) Bivariate Regression Models KW, Chapter 8
13 (November 4-8) Multiple Regression: The Basics KW, Chapter 9
14 (November 11-15) Multiple Regression Model Specification KW, Chapter 10
15 (November 18-22) Catch-up and Exam Review TBD
—————— TBD: Final Exam ——————

*No Class – Friday, August 30, 2019 – Constitution Day
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