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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN EURASIAN STUDIES
ABOUT THE PROGRAM
The first interdisciplinary doctoral program in the Humanities and Social Sciences in Central
Asia
4-year all-English Ph.D program, funded by a generous grant from Volkswagen-Stiftung
All accepted students (Kazakhstani and international) receive a monthly stipend
Funds available for academic mobility (fieldwork, research abroad)
Dissertation research co-supervised by NU and non-NU experts
A faculty of over 30 internationally recognized regional specialists from a variety of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences
Advised and actively supported by the partnership with the Humboldt University (Germany)
Advanced academic training for pursuing careers in research, government, international organizations, academia, or other fields
Study in Astana, at the heart of Eurasia, with unparalleled access to archives, fieldwork sites,
government agencies, international organizations and foreign diplomats
Campus with modern facilities, including labs, library, sports center, and housing based on
need
Awards “Doctor of Philosophy in Eurasian Studies” degree
The School of Humanities and Social Sciences (SHSS) at Nazarbayev University is accepting applications for the Ph.D. program in Eurasian Studies, which is designed to train versatile and internationally competitive scholars by combining a core curriculum of key concepts in the humanities
and social sciences, with practical training in necessary writing and research techniques and ethics, as well as rigorous subject-specific training across at least two disciplines.
After passing qualifying exams, each student writes a dissertation based on their own original research, which makes an original contribution to the field and spans disciplinary boundaries. Funding opportunities for research abroad and dissertation co-supervision by NU and non-NU experts
enables students to develop a truly international profile.
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DURATION OF THE PROGRAM: 4 YEARS
STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM: 8 SEMESTERS
FALL

SPRING

Year 1

• Introduction to Eurasia
• Critical Issues in Eurasian
Studies
• Discipline 1, Elective A
• Advanced Academic Writing

•
•
•
•

Year 2

• Doctoral Seminar in
Eurasian Studies I
• Discipline 2, Elective B
• Discipline 1 or 2, Elective C
• Open Elective 2

• Doctoral Seminar in Eurasian Studies II
• Open Elective 3
• Independent Study in Eurasian Studies

Year 3

• Dissertation Research I

• Dissertation Research II

Year 4

• Dissertation Research I

• Dissertation Research II

Proseminar in Social Sciences or Humanities
Discipline 1, Elective B
Discipline 2, Elective A
Open Elective 1

CAREER PATHS FOR EURASIAN STUDIES PH.D. RECIPIENTS
Graduates of this program are attractive to universities, governmental and non-governmental institutions, and employers within Central Asia and around the world.
ADMISSIONS
International and Kazakhstani graduates of recognized Master’s and Bachelor’s programs with a
competitive CGPA are welcome to apply. Applicants must have achieved a minimum IELTS score
of not less than 7.0, with no sub-score lower than 6.0, or the equivalent TOEFL score as posted
on the ETS website (or evidence of native competence), valid GRE test report (or equivalent) for
admission.
We strongly recommend that students applying to the Ph.D. in Eurasian Studies already have a
knowledge of Russian and/or other regional languages.
APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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application form available online at http://admissions.nu.edu.kz
CV/resume
three confidential letters of recommendation
notarized copies of Bachelor’s and Master’s degree diplomas if available, OR notarized copies
of official transcripts alone when the degree diploma has not yet been received.
notarized copy of passport or identity card
valid GRE test report (or equivalent)
IELTS or TOEFL results
A writing sample
A Research Proposal (1500-2000 words), outlining the research topic the candidate would
like to pursue

The Admissions Committee will evaluate applications on the basis of the information submitted
in English. Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. Submission of a completed application package by the applicant does not guarantee admission to the program. The Admissions
Committee reserves the right to request a completed application package in hard copy.
Shortlisted applicants will be invited for an interview with the Admissions Committee.

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:
Our faculty includes specialists in the following fields:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

medieval and modern political, socio-economic, and intellectual history of Eurasia
Islam, Buddhism, and Christianity in Eurasia
sociology of Eurasia
anthropology of Eurasia
archeology of Eurasia
Kazakh and Turkic languages, literatures, and folklore
Russophone literature and culture
linguistics, language contact, and socio-linguistics of Eurasian languages

While the Department of Economics and the Department of Political Science and International
Relations are not participating in the PhD in Eurasian Studies program, affiliated faculty in those
departments also offer courses on Eurasia which may be open as electives for students enrolled in
the PhD in Eurasian Studies program.
See the PhD in Eurasian Studies program’s website for a complete list of core and affiliated faculty
members.
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FOR NOTES
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SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES,
NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY
Block 8, Room 8.201
Kabanbay Batyr Ave., 53
Astana, 010000, Republic of Kazakhstan
Phone: +7 7172 70 66 88
Email: shss@nu.edu.kz
Web: http://shss.nu.edu.kz
nu.edu.kz

For further information on Nazarbayev University, see: https://www.nu.edu.kz
For specific questions concerning the new Ph.D. program, please contact Professor Uli Schamiloglu: uli.schamiloglu@nu.edu.kz

