
 1 

PLS150 
INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Section A 
 

Nicola Contessi, PhD 
 
 
Classes: M, W, F 17:00-17:50 
Room: 8. 310 

                          Office hours: M, 15:30-17:00                                            
                      Room: 8. 502                                                       

                      7172-704-4742 
nicola.contessi@nu.edu.kz 

  

 

Overview and Objectives 

This course will equip you with some of the basic conceptual tools required to make sense of the multifaceted 
nature of contemporary world politics. We will start with an examination of the foundations of international 
politics, looking at key concepts like the international system, the fundamental environment in which states 
are embedded, its constitutive pillars, and its evolution. We will then study the main theoretical approaches 
used to explain international politics, with a view to assessing the respective values of different theories. You 
will be introduced to some of the key debates with a constant emphasis on particular messages “to take 
home” about each theory, approach or substantive debate. Lastly, we will move on to understand instances of 
state behavior, from foreign policy to violet conflict.  
By the end of the semester, you will develop both a substantive appreciation of world politics and the ability 
to use the tools and concepts of the International Relations (IR) subfield and to relate them to wider political 
science debates. You will also be encouraged to think critically about the applied (policy-relevant) dimension 
of key concepts.  
 

Content 

✪ The International System ✪ International Institutions ✪Norms and International Law ✪Globalization ✪
Regions in World Politics ✪ Theory in the Study of IR ✪ Realism ✪ Liberalism ✪ Constructivism ✪ 
Rising Powers and Global Restructuring ✪ International Security ✪ War and Violent Conflicts ✪ Foreign 
Policy ✪International Development ✪ International Trade ✪ Global Finance  
 

Textbook 

GOLDSTEIN, Joshua and PEVEHOUSE, Jon C. International Relations. New York: Pearson, 2013.  
 
 

Requirements 

• Class Attendance and Participation (10%)  

Regular presence and active participation to classes throughout the semester. This includes contributing in the 
weekly ‘focus group’ sessions. These are moderated panel discussions for the duration of a class, during 
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which various subsets of students are picked out on a rotational basis to unearth further aspects and discuss 
the policy relevance of the topic just covered in classroom. To prepare for this exercise, you will want to start 
thinking about implications as you complete your readings for each class, and note down any additional ideas 
that may come to mind during the preceding lecture. 

Evaluation Criteria:  
• Physical presence 
• Take part in classroom discussions in a pertinent fashion and master the assigned literature 
• Demonstrate critical thinking in relating assigned literature to real world situations and problems 
 
 

• Quizzes (30%) 
Three short quizzes of 30 minutes each will be administered throughout the semester (weeks 6, 8, and 15). 
Each test will be weighed at 10% of the grade and will be in the form of Q&A and/or multiple-choice 
questionnaires.  
 

Evaluation Criteria:  
• The answers provided are correct and clear  
• The prose is succinct and to the point.  

 
 
• Midterm Exam (30%) 
You must answer one of three questions on a topic covered during the course. Students will have 50 minutes 
to answer only one of the three questions. No references or notes are allowed. The Midterm covers all topics 
treated before the date of the exam: Friday, Week 10. 
 

Evaluation Criteria:  
• Accuracy of language and spelling 
• The answer is well written and addresses most aspects of the question as treated in the literature or in 

the lectures. Providing citations for arguments presented in your answer gives you a plus. 
• Extra points are given if the response goes beyond classroom materials. 

 
 
• Policy Memo (15%) 
This is a response paper from a policy perspective based on a current affairs topic of your choice. It should be 
structured in four parts including: a statement and analysis of the problem; a tentative forecast of the likely 
implications and ramifications of that problem; an enunciation of interests of your Government vis-à-vis that 
problem with a view to regional, global and other criteria, and lastly a series of recommendations. The length 
of this assignment is 2-3 pages and should therefore use a very crisp and tight language. Provide any 
references as endnotes that are not counted in the length of the paper. Deadline: Wednesday, February 28th 
23:59 (Moodle + Hardcopy).  
• Literature Review (15%) 
For this exercise you are requested to appraise and evaluate 6 (or more) sources on a given topic, in a written 
brief of about 1500 words. A literature review is something more than an annotated bibliography, so you need 
to go beyond simply summarizing the texts. The output should be a coherent paper where you introduce the 
subject, and then identify different themes based on the chosen relevant readings, evaluate the various 
arguments against one another, and draw a number of critical conclusions about the topic based on the 
literature you have examined. At a minimum the paper should comprise a short introduction, a main body 
with as many subheadings as required, and a conclusion. Deadline: Sunday, April 22nd at 23:59 (Moodle + 
Hardcopy). 
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Policies 

Disabilities: If you have a certified disability that may impair your performance in the course, please come to 
my office hours to discuss what type of accommodation you may require. 
 
Written Expression: The quality of written English constitutes an underlying evaluation criterion. Students 
are reminded to proofread their documents for spelling, syntax or grammar mistakes prior to submission. You 
are also encouraged to consult the Writing Center to improve your writing skills.  
 
Consultation: During office hours and by appointment 
 
Technology: While every effort to stay apace of technological change is greatly encouraged, devices like 
tablets, smart and dumb phones are prohibited in this class. You may use laptops for the sole purpose of 
taking notes, and your Wi-Fi connection must be turned off during classes. Emailing, browsing, gaming, 
tweeting, social networking and other online activities are strictly prohibited and will be treated as 
misconduct. Note taking in handwriting is strongly encouraged. PowerPoint slides are not posted on Moodle. 
You can read about the negative effects of PowerPoint on your learning here, here, here, and here. 
 
Academic Integrity: All students are expected to honor the university’s standards on plagiarism and 
cheating. Therefore, all assignments turned in for this class must be the product of your own work; all 
classroom exams and tests should be completed with probity. Academic dishonesty is not tolerated under any 
circumstances and will be referred to the appropriate university authorities. For your information, plagiarism 
refers to presenting somebody else’s work or ideas as one’s own- whether intentionally or unintentionally; 
cheating refers to “acting dishonestly or unfairly in order to gain an advantage (in examinations)”. You can 
search online and visit the Writing Center to find out how to avoid plagiarism.  
 
Penalties 
 
Delay: A 10 per cent penalty will be applied for each late day, unless expressly authorized in light of serious 
reasons. 
 
Plagiarism: Instances of plagiarism on home assignments will receive a zero and students will be reported to 
university authorities in keeping with the Nazarbayev University’s Student Code of Conduct and Academic 
Policies And Procedures for Undergraduate Schools of Nazarbayev University.  
 
Cheating: Students found cheating on exams and/or quizzes will receive a zero and will be reported to 
university authorities in keeping with Nazarbayev University’s Student Code of Conduct and Academic 
Policies And Procedures for Undergraduate Schools of Nazarbayev University. 
 
N.B. This syllabus may be subject to changes in the course of the semester. I will notify you of any 
changes in due time, should this be the case.  
 
  

https://thenewpress.com/books/how-powerpoint-makes-you-stupid
http://www.businessinsider.com/universities-should-ban-powerpoint-it-makes-students-stupid-and-professors-boring-2015-6
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/sep/23/powerpoint-thought-students-bullet-points-information
https://www.npr.org/sections/alltechconsidered/2014/03/16/288796805/physicists-generals-and-ceos-agree-ditch-the-powerpoint?ft=1&f=1001
https://www.google.it/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCEQFjAAahUKEwiw5Mqsq5XGAhWECawKHSpKALo&url=https%3A%2F%2Fregistrar.nu.edu.kz%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F%2B11.09.12%20Final_Academic%20Regulations_1.docx&ei=Ya2AVfCvFYSTsAWqlIHQCw&usg=AFQjCNEcinrTB1qVtjlAxO-I1X62HBP3_w&bvm=bv.96041959,d.b2w
https://www.google.it/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCEQFjAAahUKEwiw5Mqsq5XGAhWECawKHSpKALo&url=https%3A%2F%2Fregistrar.nu.edu.kz%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F%2B11.09.12%20Final_Academic%20Regulations_1.docx&ei=Ya2AVfCvFYSTsAWqlIHQCw&usg=AFQjCNEcinrTB1qVtjlAxO-I1X62HBP3_w&bvm=bv.96041959,d.b2w
https://www.google.it/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCEQFjAAahUKEwiw5Mqsq5XGAhWECawKHSpKALo&url=https%3A%2F%2Fregistrar.nu.edu.kz%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F%2B11.09.12%20Final_Academic%20Regulations_1.docx&ei=Ya2AVfCvFYSTsAWqlIHQCw&usg=AFQjCNEcinrTB1qVtjlAxO-I1X62HBP3_w&bvm=bv.96041959,d.b2w
https://www.google.it/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCEQFjAAahUKEwiw5Mqsq5XGAhWECawKHSpKALo&url=https%3A%2F%2Fregistrar.nu.edu.kz%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F%2B11.09.12%20Final_Academic%20Regulations_1.docx&ei=Ya2AVfCvFYSTsAWqlIHQCw&usg=AFQjCNEcinrTB1qVtjlAxO-I1X62HBP3_w&bvm=bv.96041959,d.b2w
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Overview of Classes 

Week 1: Introduction 
 
Monday, January 8th 

• Course Overview 
 
Wednesday, January 10th 

• Discussion  
 
Friday, January 12th  

• The Study of International Relations  
Readings: 
• JACKSON, Robert. Introduction to international relations: theories and approaches. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2013, Chapter 1- Why Study IR? 
• WALTZ, Kenneth. Man, the State and War. A Theoretical Analysis (New York, NY: Columbia 

University Press, 2001).  
 

I - FOUNDATIONS 
Week 2: The International System 
This week we’ll lay down the conceptual foundations for the study of international politics, casting light on 
the constitutive elements of the international system as premised on multiple nation-states, and which form 
some of the key assumptions for the academic study of International Relations. We will then return on two of 
the key assumptions that have driven the field of International Relations- state sovereignty and system 
anarchy- to allow for a more nuanced understanding of those concepts. This is necessary to account for the 
variety of international politics and the diversity of the international system, and the political phenomena 
these give rise to. 
|Keywords: the State, State formation, sovereignty, Westphalia, legal personality in international law, 
anarchy, system polarity, quasi-sovereignty, hierarchy, unipolarity, power transition theory,   
 
Monday, January 15th  

• States, Sovereignty and Anarchy 
Readings: 
• AGNEW, John. The territorial trap: The geographical assumptions of international relations theory. 

Review of International Political Economy 1, 1 (1994): 53-80. 
• WALTZ, Kenneth. Theory of International Politics (Waveland Press, 2010), Chapter 6- Anarchic Orders 

and Balances of Power (pp. 102-128). 
 
Wednesday, January 17th 

• Relaxing key assumptions 
Readings: 
• LAKE, David A. Anarchy, hierarchy, and the variety of international relations, International 

Organization 50, 1 (1996): 1-33.  
• COOLEY, Alexander. Logics of Hierarchy. The Organization of Empires, States, and Military 

Occupations (Cornell University Press, 2005), Chapter 1- Understanding hierarchy in international 
politics (pp. 1-19).  

 
Friday, January 19th  

• Discussion & Focus Groups 
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Week 3: International Institutions 
International organizations represent a further pillar of international politics. Despite an old squabble over the 
effectiveness of institutions in the international anarchy, the fact of the matter is that institutions have proven 
not only resilient but increasingly in demand. This class looks at the reasons why states rely on institutions to 
manage international governance. 
|Keywords: international organizations, anarchy, delegation, transaction costs, agreements, governance. 
 
Monday, January 22nd   

• What are international institutions? 
Readings: 
• GOLDSTEIN, Joshua S. and PEVEHOUSE Jon C. International Relations. Pearson, 2010, Chapter 7. 
 
Wednesday, January 24th 

• Theoretical approaches in the study of international institutions  
Readings 
• KONO, Daniel Y. Making anarchy work: International legal institutions and trade cooperation, Journal 

of Politics 69, 3 (2007): 746–759. 
• ABBOTT, Kenneth W. and Duncan SNIDAL. Why States Act through Formal International 

Organizations, The Journal of Conflict Resolution 42, 1 (1998): 3-32.  
 
Friday, January 26th  

• Discussion & Focus Groups 
 
 
Week 4: International Law and Norms  
Much of everyday international politics revolves around and is mediated by a system of rules and norms that 
is grounded in international law. These enable behavior, facilitate exchanges and other forms of interaction, 
as well as dispute resolution, between states. As such, norms and international law are fundamental elements 
of international politics. For this reason they also represent a highly strategic stake in the international 
political game. This module deals with these various aspects in detail.  
|Keywords: International law, norms, international courts, international community, dispute resolution, 
international court of justice.  
 
Monday, January 29th  

• Norms Promotion and Contestation 
Readings: 
• FINNEMORE, Martha and Kathryn SIKKINK. International Norm Dynamics and Political Change, 

International Organization 52 (1998): 887-917. 
• CONTESSI, Nicola P. Multilateralism, intervention and norm contestation: China’s stance on Darfur in 

the UN Security Council, Security Dialogue 41, 3 (2010): 323-344. 
 
Wednesday, January 31st   

• The Politics of International Law 
Readings: 
• REUS-SMIT, Christian. “Introduction”, in The Politics of International Law (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2012): 1-14. 
• PELC, Krzysztof. The Politics of Precedent in International Law: A Social Network Application, 

American Political Science Review 108, 3 (2014): 547-564. 
 
Friday, February 2nd  

• Discussion & Focus Groups 
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Week 5: Globalization and Regionalization 
The intensification and deepening of social, economic, and cultural ties across the globe has deeply affected 
the international political arena, not only by increasing the issue areas of concern for nation-states, but also 
reshaping and modifying the ways they are handled. Hence, we will first examine the ways in which deeper 
and faster transnational flows have modified the nature of world politics and some of the tools states have 
adopted in response. Meanwhile, the phenomenon commonly known as globalization has, in turn, fostered 
the densification of sub-system dynamics centered on regions. As numerous authors now affirm, this 
development is bound to have profound effects on the structure of world politics. 
|Keywords: norms, localization, cognitive regions, institutional structure, behavioral approaches, regionalism, 
globalization, interdependence, transnational flows, governance, change, new agendas, new actors. 
 
Monday, February 5th  

• Globalization and World Politics 
Readings: 
• GOLDBLATT, David, David HELD, Anthony MCGREW, and Jonathan PERRATON. Economic 

Globalization and the Nation-State: Shifting Balances of Power’, Alternatives 22, 3 (1997): 269-285. 
• CHA, Victor. Globalization and the Study of International Security, Journal of Peace Research 37, 3 

(2000): 391-403 
 
Wednesday, February 7th  

• Regions and Regionalism 
Readings: 
• VAYRYNEN, Raimo. Regionalism: Old and New, International Studies Review 5, 1 (2003): 25-51. 
• ACHARYA, Amitav. The emerging regional architecture of world politics. World Politics 59, 4 (2007): 

629-652. 
 
Friday, February 9th   

• Discussion & Focus Groups 
 

II - THEORETICAL APPROACHES 
Week 6: Theories of International Relations I 
International Relations as a discipline has developed through a series of great debates, whose gist revolved 
around the use of theory for the purpose of explaining and understanding the phenomena it is concerned with. 
As the foundational approach to the study of world politics, realism represents in many ways the cornerstone 
of the discipline. This module looks at what is the meaning and use of theory in the study of international 
politics and zooms in on the evolution of the realist paradigm and its different versions.  
|Keywords: Paradigms, IR theory, great debates, realism, structural realism, neoclassical realism. 
 
Monday, February 12th   

• Quiz #1 
 
Wednesday, February 15th   

• Theory in the Study of IR 
Readings: 
• WALT, Stephen M. One World, Many Theories, Foreign Policy (Spring 1998): 29-46. 
 
Friday, February 17th  

• Realist Theories  
Readings:  
• GOLDSTEIN, Joshua S. and PEVEHOUSE Jon C. International Relations. Pearson, 2010. (Chapter 2).  
• PARENT, Joseph and BARON, J. M. Elder Abuse: How the Moderns Mistreat Classical Realism, 

International Studies Review 13 (2011): 193–213.  
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Week 7: Theories of International Relations II 
If Realism is the foundational approach of International Relations as a discipline, Liberalism has an equally 
long and distinguished tradition, which some locate in the writings of Immanuel Kant and Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau. Today there exist different versions of Liberalism, including ones that are more normative, and 
others that are more analytical and scientific.  
|Keywords: Liberal internationalism, idealism, democracy, democratic peace, domestic politics, two-level 
games, preferences. 
 
Monday, February 19th   

• Liberalism: Internationalism and the states system 
Readings:  
• DOYLE, Micheal. Liberal Internationalism: Peace, War and Democracy. undated, available at: 

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/themes/peace/doyle/   
 
Wednesday, February 21st   

• Liberalism: Domestic approaches 
Readings: 
• PUTNAM, Robert. Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games, International 

Organization 42, 3 (1988): 427–460. 
• MORAVSCIK, Andrew. Taking Preferences Seriously. A Liberal Theory of International Politics, 

International Organization 51, 4 (1997): 513–53. 
 
Friday, February 23rd  

• Discussion & Focus Groups 
 
 
Week 8: Theories of International Relations III 
A third approach in the study of international politics is represented by constructivism. This is a way of 
looking at the ways international actors, states, international organizations, and non-state actors build specific 
representations of international politics based on how they engage with one another. From this perspective, 
(national and collective) identities are key variables to understanding international politics, the way interests 
are determined, and the type of policies states pursue.  
|Keywords: constructivism, mutual constitution, identity, subjectivity.   
 
Monday, February 26th   
 
Readings: 
• GOLDSTEIN, Joshua S. and PEVEHOUSE Jon C. International Relations. Pearson, 2010. (Chapter 3).  
• CHECKEL, Jeffrey T. The Constructive Turn in International Relations Theory, World Politics 50, 2 

(1998): 324-348. 
 
Wednesday, February 28th  

Policy Memo Deadline. (Moodle by 23: 59. Bring a hardcopy on Friday) 
Readings: 
• WENDT, Alexander. Anarchy is what states make of it: the social construction of power politics, 

International Organization 46, 2 (1992): 391-425.  
 
Friday, March 2nd 

• Discussion & Focus Groups 
 
 
 

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/themes/peace/doyle/
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III- STATE BEHAVIOR 
Week 9: Rising Powers and Global Restructuring 
The emergence of rising powers is increasingly challenging the durability of the unipolar moment to which 
the end of the Cold War gave way. As these powers consolidate their positions they increasingly advancing 
their request for a greater stake in the system and recognition of their newly found status. This class examines 
the impact of the emerging powers on the international system, what they stand for, some of the strategies 
they deploy, and the responses of the unipole and its allies.  
|Keywords: unipolarity, multipolarity, status quo, revisionism, rising powers, BRICS, G20, AIIB 
 
Monday, March 5th   

• Quiz #2 
 
Wednesday, March 7th   

• The Rise of Great Powers 
Readings: 
• LAYNE, Christopher. The Unipolar Illusion: Why New Great Powers Will Rise, International Security 

17, 4 (1993): 5-51. 
• SCHWELLER, Randall. Emerging Powers in the Age of Disorder, Global Governance, 17, 3 (2011).  
 
Friday, March 9th   

• Rising Powers and the Status Quo 
Readings: 
• SCHWELLER, Randall & Xiaoyu Pu. After Unipolarity: China’s Vision of International Order in an Era 

of U.S. Decline, International Security 36, 1 (2011): 41-72.  
• VEZIRGIANNIDOU, Sevasti-Eleni. The United States and Rising Powers in a Post-Hegemonic Global 

Order, International Affairs 89, 3 (2013): 635–651. 
 
Week 10: International Security 
Ensuring survival has been the key foreign policy concern of small and large states alike, ever since at least 
the Treaty of Westphalia. This is because the anarchic nature of the international system makes it harder to 
regulate a variety of externalities that can pose a threat to the safety of the state. This class reviews in what 
ways security is typically defined, the evolving meanings of the concept, and what tools are available for 
ensuring national and international security. 
|Keywords: unilateralism, multilateralism, new agendas, security dilemma, alliances, securitization, national 
security, collective security, confidence-building, cooperative security. 
 
Monday, March 12th   

• Traditional Concepts 
Readings: 
• BALDWIN, David A. The Concept of Security, Review of International Studies 23, 1 (1997), 5-26. 
• HERZ, J.  Idealist Internationalism and the Security Dilemma, World Politics 2, 2 (1950): 157- 180. 

Wednesday, March 14th   

• New Agendas 

Readings: 

• BUZAN, Barry, Ole WÆVER, and Jaap DE WILDE. Security: A New Framework for Analysis (London: 
Lynne Rienner, 1998), 21-47. 

• GOLDSTEIN, Joshua S. and PEVEHOUSE Jon C. International Relations. Pearson, 2010. (Chapter 11).  
 
Friday, March 16th   

• Midterm Exam 
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Week 11: Spring Break  
March 19-23 

 
-No Classes- 

 
Week 12: War and Violent Conflict 
While we live currently in a largely pacified world, various violent conflicts also punctuate the map. But what 
determines the onset of violent conflict? The history of mankind has been propelled by war as victory permits 
to dictate the conditions for peace. This class will examine various types of war and review the main 
explanations for the onset of violence, organized around rationalist and psychological approaches.  
|Keywords: conflict, war, bargaining, Clausewitz, New Wars, peace, bargaining, cognitive explanations 
 
Monday, March 26th   

• Rationalist Approaches 
Readings: 
• FEARON, James D. Rationalist explanations for war, International Organization 49, 3 (1995): 379-414.  
• POWELL, Robert. Bargaining Theory and International Conflict, Annual Review of Political Science 5 

(2002): 1-30.  
 
Wednesday, March 28th   

• Cognitive Approaches 
Readings: 
• LEVY, Jack S. Loss Aversion, Framing and Bargaining: The Implications of Prospect Theory for 

International Conflict, International Political Science Review 17, 2 (1996): 179-195.  
• SCHWELLER, Randall & Jennifer Mitzen. Knowing the Unknown Unknowns: Misplaced Certainty and 

the Onset of War, Security Studies 20, 1 (2011).  
 
Friday, March 30th  

• Discussion & Focus Groups 
 
Week 13: Foreign Policy 
Foreign policy refers broadly to the plans and programs, as well as to the everyday diplomatic practices that a 
country uses to manage its relations with foreign governments. But how is foreign policy made and by 
whom? Based on a lose levels of analysis distinction, this module lays emphasis on the sources of foreign 
policy. We will examine the role of decision-making, domestic actors, and systemic constraints in shaping 
foreign policy.  
|Keywords: Leaders, decision-making, levels of analysis, international system, bargaining. 
 
Monday, April 2nd   

• Key Concepts 
Readings: 
• GOLDSTEIN, Joshua S. and Pevehouse Jon C. International Relations. Pearson, 2010. (Chapter 4).  
 
Wednesday, April 4th   
• Some basic approaches 
Readings: 
• ALLISON, Graham. Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis. American Political Science 

Review 63 (1969): 689-718. 
• HAGAN, Joe D. Does Decision Making Matter? International Studies Review 3, 2 (2001: 5-46. 
 
Friday, April 6th   

• Discussion & Focus Groups 
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IV- SECTORAL ISSUES 
Week 14: International Political Economy 
International politics cannot be understood without a grasp of the nature of the economic exchanges that 
states engage in, which today represent the core of international life and the building block of the liberal 
international order. We will discuss aspects of international trade and the international trading system, as well 
as the architecture of global finance.  
|Keywords: Trade, GATT, World Trade Organizations, Free trade agreements, tariffs, liberalization, 
International Monetary Fund, reserve currencies, Dollar system.  
 
Monday, April 9th   

• International Trade  
Readings: 
• GOLDSTEIN, Joshua S. and Pevehouse Jon C. International Relations. Pearson, 2010. (Chapter 8).  
 
Wednesday, April 11th   
• Global Finance 
Readings: 
• GOLDSTEIN, Joshua S. and Pevehouse Jon C. International Relations. Pearson, 2010. (Chapter 9).  
 
Friday, April 13th  

• Discussion & Focus Groups 
 

Week 15: International Development  
Development assistance has burgeoned since the end of World War 2, and remains a key area of international 
politics to this day, to the point that many developed countries have created overseas development agencies. 
But what drives foreign assistance- altruism or greed? To answer this question, this class will retrace the 
affirmation of development assistance as a foreign policy role and seek to understand some of the strategic 
issues that have marked the industry. 
|Keywords: Overseas Development Assistance, donors, recipient, aid industry, multilateral aid, bilateral aid, 
politicization of aid, security-development nexus,  
 
Monday, April 16th   
• Key Issues 
Readings: 
• GOLDSTEIN, Joshua S. and Pevehouse Jon C. International Relations. Pearson, 2010. (Chapter 13).  
 
Wednesday, April 18th   
• Development, Security and Foreign Policy 
Readings: 

• BAUER, Peter and Basil YAMEY. Foreign Aid: what is at stake? The public interest (1982): 53-69. 
• SANTISO, Carlos. Reforming European foreign aid: Development cooperation as an element of 

foreign policy, European Foreign Affairs Review 7, 4 (2002): 401-22. 
 
Friday, April 20th  

• Quiz #3 
 
Sunday, April 22nd 

• Literature Review deadline.  
Moodle by 23: 59. Leave a hardcopy at my office on Monday 

 
 


