
PLS 325: ANCIENT POLITICAL THEORY 

 

Instructor: Dr. Lee Shu-Shan (李樹山 博士) 

Meeting Room: 8.302 

Meeting Times: Monday & Wednesday, 15:00-16:15 PM 

Office: 8.213 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 9:00-10:00 AM (Online Reservation) 

E-mail: shu-shan.lee@nu.edu.kz 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is a survey of ancient political theory. Thinkers in this tradition are pioneers in 

the development of Western political thought. Many of the political questions that troubled 

Plato, Aristotle and other ancient philosophers are still relevant today: Why should I obey the 

law? What is justice? Is democracy the best form of government? The important political 

concepts, such as freedom, equality and rule of law, also find their first articulation in this 

tradition of antiquity. To study ancient political thought is tantamount to a return to our 

political origins. In this course, we will contextualize those ancients’ political answers within 

their worldviews. We will also focus on both continuity and change in this tradition. Further, 

we will examine how these ancient thinkers influenced our understandings of politics today. 

The object of the course is not merely to read some of the core texts in the history of ancient 

political thought, but more importantly to critically assess the readings and to apply their 

arguments in your reflections on contemporary political issues. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

1. Sophocles, “Antigone,” in Antigone; Oedipus the King; Electra, ed. Edith Hall (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 1994). 

2. Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009). 

3. Plato, Complete Works of Plato, ed. John M. Cooper and Douglas S. Hutchinson 

(Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1997). 

4. Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, trans. Roger Crisp (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2000). 

5. Aristotle, The Politics, trans. Carnes Lord (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1985). 

6. Cicero, Cicero: On the Commonwealth and on the Laws, ed. James E. G. Zetzel 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999). 

7. Cicero, Cicero: On Duties, ed. M. T. Griffin and E. M. Atkins (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1991). 

8. Neil Sawers, Ten Steps to Help You Write Better Essays & Term Papers, 4th ed. (New 

York: The NS Group, 2012). 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

1. Gaining core knowledge of ancient political theory. 

2. Learning the importance of listening to, and being tolerant of, different ideas. 

3. Practicing oral and written skills to convey ideas and arguments to others.  

4. Acquiring the sensitivity to apply theoretical knowledge to analyze real political issues. 

 

MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Class Participation (10%): You must attend classes. However, you will not receive a 

grade of “A” simply by coming to each seminar. Part of your training is to learn not just 
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how to read a text and analyze it, but to listen to others and to contribute to a dialogue in 

real time. Penalties for absences will be applied at the rate of 5 % per section. For 

example, if you have an 89 final average with 2 recorded unexcused absences, your final 

participation grade will be 89-10=79. Participation includes:  

 

a. To ask a participant (the instructor included) to clarify his/her ideas. 

b. To correct a participant’s misunderstanding (the instructor included) of a concept and 

theory.  

c. To be respectful and tolerant during discussion. 

 

2. Six Reading Quizzes (6x5%=30%): These reading quizzes are UNANNOUNCED. I 

will give six quizzes over the semester, and the grade for which is either “satisfactory,” 

“in-between,” or “unsatisfactory.” You will secure 5 points for each “satisfactory” mark, 

3 for “in-between” and 0 for “unsatisfactory.”  

 

3. Two Essays (2x25%=50%): You are required to write two essays. To earn a decent 

grade for this assignment, you should meet these criteria: 

 

a. Each essay is to be 3-4 pages long, 12 point font, double spaced.  

b. The first essay must discuss course materials from Week 1 to Week 7. The deadline 

for the first project is 5 PM, Friday, March 9. 

c. The second must address materials from Week 10 to Week 14. It is due on 5 PM, 

Sunday, May 6. 

d. You must use the version of textbooks as required. 

e. You must submit it to Turn-It-In in Moodle. 

f. Penalties for lateness will be applied at the rate of 10 percentage points per day after 

the due date, up to a maximum of 3 days late. After 3 days, the work will be counted 

as a non-submission (i.e., 0 points for this part of your evaluation).  

g. A good essay in my class presents theoretical depth, empirical relevance, and personal 

reflection. 

 

 Grading rubric for the two essays: 

 

A+ 

 
Excellent 

Structure: Your thesis was clear, insightful, and even exciting. All the ideas in 

your paper flowed logically. Your argument was identifiable, reasonable, and 

sound. You had excellent transitions. Your paragraphs had solid topic sentences, 

and each sentence was clearly related to that topic sentence. You cited adequately.   

 

Analysis: You gave concrete empirical cases and precise textual evidence to 

support most points. You integrated theoretical discussion, empirical significance, 

and personal reflection in an outstanding manner. Your analysis posed new ways 

to think about the material.  

 

A 

 
Good 
Structure: Your thesis was clear and insightful. All the ideas in the paper flowed 

logically. Your argument was identifiable, reasonable, and sound. You had 

excellent transitions. Your paragraphs had solid topic sentences, and each sentence 

was clearly related to that topic sentence. You cited adequately, but you had a few 

unclear topic sentences and arguments.  
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Analysis: You gave concrete empirical cases and precise textual evidence to 

support most points. You integrated theoretical discussion, empirical significance, 

and personal reflection well. Your arguments showed independent thought. 

 

B 

 

Acceptable 

Structure: Your thesis was clear, but not original. Your argument was generally 

clear and appropriate, although it wandered occasionally. You had a few unclear 

transitions, and some of your paragraphs were without strong topic sentences. You 

had some inadequate citations.  

 

Analysis: You gave empirical cases and textual evidence to support most points, 

but the cases and evidence appeared weak. Your argument usually made sense, 

although some gaps in logic existed. You did a solid job of synthesizing course 

material but did not show your independent thought.  

 

C 

 

 

Borderline 

Structure: Your thesis was unclear and vague. You provided little structure for the 

paper. Your argument wandered, with few transitions, few topic sentences, and 

little logic. You had some inadequate citations. Your paragraphs were not 

organized coherently.  

 

Analysis: Your points often lacked supporting evidence, or else you used evidence 

inappropriately. Your quotations were poorly integrated into sentences. You gave 

a quote, but then failed to analyze it or show how it supports your argument. Your 

argument was unclear and your logic sometimes failed. You did a fair job of 

synthesizing course material but did not show your independent thought. 

 

D 

 
Needs Help 

Structure: Your thesis was difficult to identify, or it was a bland restatement of an 

obvious point. Your paragraphs showed little structure. Your transitions were 

confusing and unclear. The paper was a loose collection of statements, rather than 

a cohesive argument. You did know how to cite. 

 

Analysis: You failed to support statements, and the evidence you gave was poorly 

analyzed, poorly integrated into the paper, or simply incorrect. Your argument was 

impossible to identify. You did a confusing or poor job synthesizing material, and 

you did not develop your own independent thought.   

 

4. One Essay Proposal Presentations (10%): You are required to present only one 

proposal of your two essays. I will split the students into two groups alphabetically by 

first name. The first group will present during week 8, and the second week 15. The 

presenter must place 30 hard-copy presentation outlines on the desk next to the class 

entrance and set up his/her PowerPoint before the class begins. You have 6 minutes to 

finish your presentation. During the presentation, your PowerPoint should include:  

 

a. What is the topic of the project? 

b. What are the course materials involved in the project? 

c. What are the empirical cases selected for the project? 

d. Why is the project important to you and audience? 

 



4 

 

 Grading rubric for the presentation: 

 

A+ Excellent 

The presenter was well prepared, and had a masterful command of the topic. The 

argument was well organized and supported with primary evidence. The 

PowerPoint itself was well done. All the little things were done right (eye contact, 

engagement, time management). 

 

A Good 

The presenter was well prepared, and had a masterful command of the topic. The 

argument was well organized and supported with primary evidence. The 

PowerPoint itself was well done. But the little things regarding delivery (eye 

contact, engagement, time management) could have been better.  

 

B Acceptable  

The presenter was prepared, and had a good command of the topic. The 

presentation was clearly organized and supported with some primary evidence. 

There were some awkward presentation moments. The PowerPoint itself was 

appropriate. You need to improve your delivery style.  

 

C Borderline 

The presenter had an adequate command of the topic. The student could have been 

better prepared. Your delivery was halting at times. Your argument, evidence, and 

PowerPoint could have been better.  

 

D Needs Help 

Something was very wrong here. As a presenter, you were not prepared with the 

content and argument. Your ideas were disorganized, and your presentation style 

was halting. You made little effort to design the PowerPoint. 

  

 

GRADING SCALE 

A 95-100  C 65-69.99 

A- 90-94.99  C- 60-64.99 

B+ 85-89.99  D+ 55-59.99 

B 80-84.99  D 50-54.99 

B- 75-79.99  F <50 

C+ 70-74.99  

 

OTHER IMPORTANT POLICIES 

1. Write a grade appeal letter. If you think that a grade you have received is unfair, you may 

appeal. To request a review, you must provide me with a one-page written statement (12-

point font, double-spaced) explaining why you deserve a better grade. 

 

2. Reserve office-hours online. You must make an appointment through NU’s Google 

Calendar. Please change its time zone to Astana (GMT +06:00). The URL for 

reservations is posted on Moodle. If you need to cancel a meeting, send me an email as 

soon as possible. 
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3. Use medical excuse honestly. I will give you an excused absence, make-up presentation, 

and quiz only if I see a doctor note confirmed by SHSS’s Student Affairs Office.  

 

4. No extra work. I will not offer extra work to anyone for rounding up their grades under 

any circumstance. 

 

5. Do not plagiarize. All instances in which plagiarism is suspected will be referred to SHSS 

for disciplinary review. Copying, rephrasing of text without citations, and submitting 

unoriginal work constitutes plagiarism. 

 

READING SCHEDULE 

 

Week 1 (January 8-14) 

Monday 

 Introductory Lecture 

 

Wednesday 

 Athens, a PBS Documentary, Part One. 

 

Week 2 (January 15-21) 

Monday 

 Athens, a PBS Documentary, Part Two. 

 

Wednesday 

 Sophocles, Antigone, pp. 1–45. 

 

Week 3 (January 22-28) 

Monday 

 Thucydides, “Pericles’ Funeral Oration,” “The Mytilenian Debate,” and “Launching of 

the Sicilian Expedition,” in The Peloponnesian War, pp. 89-96 (2.34-2.46), pp. 145-154 

(3.36-3.50), and pp. 308-324 (6.1-6.32). 

 

Wednesday 

 Plato, “Protagoras,” in Complete Works, pp. 746-790. 

 

Week 4 (January 29-February 4) 

Monday 

 Plato, “Crito,” in Complete Works, pp. 37-48. 

 

Wednesday 

 Plato, “Republic: Books 1-2,” in Complete Works, pp. 971-1022. 

 

Week 5 (February 5-11) 

  No Class 

 

Week 6 (February 12-18) 

Monday 

 Plato, “Republic: Book 3,” in Complete Works, pp. 1022-1052. 
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Wednesday 

 Plato, “Republic, Books 5-7” in Complete Works, pp. 1077-1085, pp. 1100-1107, pp. 

1129-1132, and pp. 1132-1155.  

 

Week 7 (February 19-25) 

Monday 

 Plato, “Republic, Books 9-10,” in Complete Works, pp. 1180-1199, and pp. 1212-1223. 

 

Wednesday 

 Brainstorm and Wrap-Up Section 

 

Movie Night 

 Divergent, a 2014 Movie 

 

Week 8 (February 26-March 4) 

Monday 

 First Essay Proposal Presentation 

 

Wednesday 

 First Essay Proposal Presentation 

 

Week 9 (March 5-11) 

Monday 

 First Essay Proposal Presentation 

 

Wednesday 

 No Class, Writing Section. 

 

 First Paper Due on 5 PM, Friday, March 9. 

 

Week 10 (March 12-18) 

Monday 

 Aristotle, “Books 1-3,” in Nicomachean Ethics, pp. 1-54. 

 

Wednesday 

 Aristotle, “Book 5,” in Nicomachean Ethics, pp. 81-93. 

 

Week 11 (March 19-25)  

 Spring Break 

 

Week 12 (March 26-April 1) 

Monday 

 Aristotle, “Book 1, Chapters 1-5 and Chapters 12-13,” in Politics, pp. 35-41, and pp. 52-

54. 

 Aristotle, “Book 2, Chapters 1-5,” in Politics, pp. 55-63. 

 Aristotle, “Book 3, Chapters 1, 4, 7-12,” in Politics, pp.86-87, pp. 90-92, and pp. 95-104. 

 

Wednesday 

 Aristotle, “Book 4, Chapters 1, 9, 11-12,” in Politics, pp. 118-119, pp. 131-132, and pp. 

133-137. 
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 Aristotle, “Book 5, Chapters 1-3,” in The Politics, pp. 147-152. 

 Aristotle, “Book 7, Chapters 9 and Chapter 14,” in Politics, pp. 210-211, and pp. 219-222. 

 Aristotle, “Book 8, Chapter 1-7,” in Politics, pp. 229-241. 

 

Week 13 (April 2-8) 

Monday 

 Cicero, “On the Commonwealth, Books 1 and 5,” in On the Commonwealth and on the 

Laws, pp. 1-32, and pp. 87-91.  

 

Wednesday 

 Cicero, “On the Laws, Book 1,” in On the Commonwealth and on the Laws, pp. 105-128.  

 

Week 14 (April 9-15) 

Monday 

 Cicero, On Duty, TBA. 

 

Wednesday 

 Brainstorm and Wrap-Up Section 

 

Week 15 (April 16-22) 

Monday 

 Second Essay Proposal Presentation 

 

Wednesday 

 Second Essay Proposal Presentation 

 

Week 16 (April 23-29) 

 Reading Days 

 

Week 17 (April 30-May 6) 

 Second Paper Due on 5 PM, Sunday, May 6. 


