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Welcome to the School of Humanities and So-
cial Sciences (SHSS) at NazarbayevUniversity. 
The School is one of the largest at the Univer-
sity, providing a liberal arts education through 
six undergraduate majors ten minors as well as 
three Master of Arts programs. An SHSS ed-
ucation provides you critical thinking, reason-
ing and writing skills and prepares you to be 
a leader in any professional or academic field.

This will be another exciting year in SHSS. We 
will be making an effort to increase our inter-
national character, so student can expect to 
see more international visitors and scholars 
than ever and even some students studying 
from abroad. Meanwhile we are also going to 
capture the momentum of EXPO and work to 
integrate more deeply with the Astana com-
munity. Students will find opportunities to 
meet leaders of Astana commercial, political 
and social life and a new Service Learning pro-
gram will give students a chance to earn credit 
as they engage with practical social problems.

As a student in SHSS you will be taught by an 
outstanding faculty, have numerous opportu-
nities for extracurricular activities and be sup-
ported in your research and professional goals. 
The School provides resources to support you 
in your academic endeavours including peer 
advising, a Writing Center, and well as writing 
tutors. All of our faculty and staff are here to 
support you and we encourage you to take an 
active role in our community both inside the 
class and outside.

Welcome to SHSS!  
Daniel Pugh, Dean
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PART ONE – ABOUT US

MISSION

The School of Humanities and Social Sciences (hereinafter-SHSS) is guided by 
the University’s vision to develop the intellectual and social capital of Kazakh-
stan in order to assist in the development of the country. To fulfil this vision, the 
mission of the SHSS is to provide a liberal arts education to nurture the discov-
ery, creation and application of knowledge of our students. The aim of a liberal 
arts education is to combine a foundation of broad knowledge with rigorous 
training in critical analysis and analytical skills.

Our School motto “learning for the future” defines learning as our central 
mission which is an essential component of personal growth and social de-
velopment. Essential to this mission is the promotion of world- class research 
combined with excellence in the classroom. Our vision and mission rest upon a 
value system which places scholarship, local and global engagement and ser-
vice and social responsibility as core values.



6

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

SHSS is one of the University’s largest Schools offering undergraduate and 
graduate degree programs in different subject areas spanning the breadth of 
a liberal arts education. Our vision and mission rest upon a value system which 
places learning and scholarship, local and global engagement and service and 
social responsibility as core values. Guided by NU’s mission to develop the so-
cial capital of Kazakhstan, SHSS provides a liberal arts education to nurture 
the discovery, creation and application of knowledge of our students to the 
country’s development.

Rather than focusing on discrete facts, the teaching and learning mission of 
the School involves the connection of skills and knowledge from multiple 
sources and experiences and applying these skills and practices in various set-
tings. Integrative learning draws upon associations within a major, between 
disciplines and between curricula. Integrative learning emphasizes skills such 
as critical thinking, writing, and communication and links between academic 
knowledge and practice. These skills are fundamental as the challenges which 
Kazakhstan society faces are multifaceted.
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ABOUT THIS HANDBOOK

This handbook is intended to provide students with a comprehensive review of 
information, policies, and procedures regarding life in the School of Human-
ities and Social Sciences. The handbook is revised and published each year at 
the beginning of Fall semester and it contains official information regarding 
degree programs. Much of the information in this handbook is derived from 
other documents that constituted the official policies and procedures of Naz-
arbayev University. Those documents are subject to change, so the informa-
tion in this document should be read only as a guide. For the full details and 
latest information on NU policies, please refer to the official documents such 
as the Student Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures, Academic Poli-
cies and Procedures, and Admissions Regulations. The latest versions of these 
documents are shared publicly on the NU website, for more help in locating 
them please contact the Student Services Office, Department of Student Af-
fairs, or Office of Registrar.
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CONTACTS

Daniel Pugh
Dean

E-mail: daniel.pugh@nu.edu.kz
Office: 8.231

Philip Enns
Vice Dean for Academic Affairs 

E-mail: philip.enns@nu.edu.kz 
Office: 8.204

STUDENT SERVICES OFFICE

Aigerim Nurgaliyeva
Manager

E-mail: aigerim.nurgaliyeva@nu.edu.kz
Office: 8.230

Peer Advising Team
E-mail: shsspeeradvisors@nu.edu.kz 
Office: 8.213
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CAMPUS RESOURCES AND SERVICES

Academic advising

The advising process is designed to help students as they make important deci-
sions related to their academic progress at the university. New students should 
become familiar with both their advisers and the advising process. Below you 
will find some guidelines to follow throughout the year to make the advising 
process a successful part of your university experience.

Each student is automatically assigned to a faculty member who will act as an 
adviser. Faculty advisers are especially useful for answering questions about 
degree programs and course expectations as they relate to professional and 
academic fields. Students are encouraged to develop mentoring relationships 
with their faculty advisers by talking with them about goals, ideas, and the 
confusion that comes with choosing a path of study. Students are also encour-
aged to seek help from faculty members other than their advisers, especially 
for questions specific to a degree program or academic field.

Additionally, SHSS also has professional advising staff that includes student 
coordinators. These people are well-versed in the degree programs and aca-
demic policies that affect daily life of students. Students should seek help with 
any academic questions or processes from the student coordinators.

SHSS has a representative from the Department of Student Affairs who is re-
sponsible for all non-academic parts of student life. Students should feel com-
fortable seeking this person for any questions or advice about life as a universi-
ty student outside of the classroom. All of the NU advising staff is discrete and 
students should feel that they can trust them with even sensitive questions.

Vice-Dean for Academic Affairs (VDAA) oversees all advising and student life 
issues in the school. Students who do not feel that their concerns are being met 
or who have especially complicated problems can schedule a meeting with the 
VDAA and if necessary the VDAA can help the students seek help from higher 
levels.

All of the faculty and advisers at Nazarbayev University are available to discuss 
your questions. Do not hesitate to contact anyone who you would like to speak 
with and they will make an appointment.
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Peer Advising

Peer Advisers are well-trained junior and senior students of SHSS who are 
available to assist others with academic requirements, degree audit, course 
selection, and to help students navigate university resources. This service is 
a way to help students ensure timely fulfilment of requirements, help enrich 
their student life experience by gaining student perspective from their peers, 
ask different questions and be sure that all information remains confidential. 
Because peer advisers are also students, they can offer the benefit of their own 
experiences.

Peer Advisers are available during the week days from 9am to 6pm on the sec-
ond floor of the SHSS block. Students can visit them at any time, referring to 
the schedule that is posted on the official SHSS website, or send an email to 
shsspeeradvisors@nu.edu.kz to set up an appointment at more convenient time.

Some Reasons a student may want to visit an adviser

• To develop an academic plan of studies consistent with your abilities and 
interests;

• To discuss any problems that affect academic performance;

• To select courses for the upcoming semester;

• To add or drop courses;

• To register for a course on a pass-fail or audit option;

• To discuss academic progress;

• To declare a major;

• To discuss career considerations.
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Student Council

We are proud to have an active student council. This is a group of students 
that act as a deliberative body for hearing student concerns and discussing 
them constructively. They also serve as an advisory voice that can bring issues 
of concern to the faculty and administration of SHSS. SHSS is committed to an 
inclusive atmosphere in which students can be heard so this group is encour-
aged to be very active.

Student Council representatives are elected annually at the beginning of the 
academic year. To become a member of SHSS Student Council, a student needs 
to have a good GPA and no history of academic misconduct. The ideal Stu-
dent Council member is a responsible, motivated, and creative student who 
can commit time and energy to bring positive changes to our School and the 
student body. Ask a current Student Council member, a faculty adviser, or the 
Student Services Manager to find out more information about SHSS Student 
Council.

SHSS Writing Center

The SHSS Writing Center is a resource available to any student taking classes in 
SHSS. The Center meets student for individual meetings to help them develop 
their writing skills. Students are encouraged to bring projects they are currently 
working on, but the Writing Center does not serve as an editing or proof-read-
ing service. Contact the Writing Center to make an appointment or for more 
information about the services they offer.

To schedule an appointment please visit https://nazarbayev.mywconline.com

Writing Fellows

Writing Fellows are undergraduate students who are selected for their abilities 
as writers and as leaders, who work to help improve student writing through 
peer mentorship. They are assigned to 10 to 15 students in a writing intensive 
course. Two times during a semester they give descriptive feedback and meet 
individually with students for a writing conference.

Writing Fellows work closely with the SHSS Writing Center to be trained as 
peer tutors. In their first semester of fellowship they also enroll in a three credit 
hour course designed to help them develop as writers and peer tutors.

Being named a Writing Fellow can be a very rewarding experience as well as an 
impressive addition to one’s résumé.
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Career Advising Center

The Career Advising Center (CAC) provides a wide array of services for stu-
dents to help them develop their professional and career profiles. Among the 
services provided by the CAC are internship placement, coordination with 
study abroad opportunities, and other professional development programs.

Please visit CAC website www.cac.nu.edu.kz for more information

Department of Student Affairs

The Department of Student affairs is available to help students with all non-ac-
ademic issues related to student life at NU. SHSS has a designated DSA manag-
er who students can speak with any time about any subject. In addition, DSA 
has specialists who can help with issues related to dormitory life, extra-curric-
ular activities, stipend distribution, etc.

Office of the Registrar

The Office of the Registrar (OR) maintains student records, coordinates course 
registration, provides transcripts, and provides other services related to stu-
dent record keeping. The OR website should be a student’s first stop in seeking 
information or forms related to their records.

Please visit OR website www.registrar.nu.edu.kz for more information



13

PART TWO – POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

CLASS ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend all classes for which they enroll at Nazarbayev 
University. In some cases, a student may have a pressing need to miss class 
such as illness or a family emergency. In these cases the student should inform 
all instructors as soon as possible and obtain documentation of the need to 
miss class wherever possible. If at all possible, students should notify instruc-
tors before the absence occurs.

An instructor may choose to excuse absences if they are well-documented, 
but this is an individual decision of the instructor and the student should take 
responsibility for making the necessary arrangements. Instructors will expect 
that all course work and missed exams or quizzes would still be completed and 
a student should not necessarily expect that the instructor would adjust dead-
lines or requirements. An excused absence does not excuse students from re-
quired work and some kinds of work, such as class participation, cannot be 
made up. Students should balance their need to miss class with the impact it 
will have on their studies.

In cases where class must be missed for medical reasons, students are expect-
ed to obtain a certified note from the doctor. This note should be registered 
with the student coordinators and it should also be shown to each faculty 
member who teaches a class that the student has missed. It is the individual 
responsibility of the student to show this documentation to the faculty mem-
ber and students should not expect that an instructor will know about a doctor 
note simply because it is on file with Student Services. Please note that fraud-
ulent medical notes are considered serious misconduct and attempts to use 
them can result in harsh punishment.

First Week Attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes including those held in the first 
week. If a student skips classes in the first week without notification, they may 
be dropped from the class roster without consultation. If you plan to miss any 
classes during this period, it is your responsibility to make arrangements with 
the instructor.
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GRADING SYSTEM

NU has adopted a letter grading system A, B, C, D and F. Final/midterm grades 
are reported by instructors as letters with + or – modifiers indicating relatively 
high or low marks within a letter range. These marks are converted into grade 
points and used to calculate Grade Point Average as discussed below. Instruc-
tors and courses may structure the point requirements for earning particular 
letter grades differently in different classes, but these will be spelled out in 
each syllabus. In all cases at Nazarbayev University letter grades indicate the 
same range of quality in a student’s performance:

Grade Range  Meaning

A, A- Excellent

B+, B, B- Above Average

C+, C, C- Average

D+, D Below Average

F Failing

Minimum Grade requirements

The minimum grade to pass a course and earn credit is generally a “D”. How-
ever, students will need higher minimum grades to use a course in fulfillment 
of a requirement in many cases.

Some important minimum grades to be aware of include:

• Prerequisite – Unless specifically stated as higher, students must earn a 
minimum of C- in order to use a class as a prerequisite.

• Major/Minor courses – Courses specifically required for a major or minor 
(those listed under the “Major Requirements” or “Minor Requirements” 
section in the program desciriptions) must be completed with a grade 
of C- or higher in order to count toward a degree. In Economics, the re-
quirement is a grade of C or higher. In other words, an ECON student who 
earns a mark of C- in an advanced economics elective will not be allowed 
to count that course as one of the required electives in the major. This 
rule goes into effect in fall 2014 and affects all courses taken in Fall 
2014 and later. The minimum grade for courses taken prior to Fall 2014 
is D as this policy was not clearly communicated in those semesters.
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Grade Point Average

Grade Point Average is a running measure of a student’s academic perfor-
mance over time. GPA is calculated by multiplying the grade point value of 
each letter grade by the number of credits in each class, then dividing by the 
overall number of credits attempted. Two kinds of GPA are calculated

– Semester GPA includes only the grades and credits earned in a particular 
term, while Overall GPA (or “Cumulative GPA”) is a running total that includes 
all courses taken at NU.

Some kinds of marks do not impact GPA. These include transfer credit for work 
performed at other institutions, courses taken Pass/Fail that are passed, and W 
grades. Grades are calculated into the GPA using these values:

Grade Grade Point Value

A 4.0

A- 3.67

B+ 3.33

B 3.0

B- 2.67

C+ 2.33

C 2.0

C- 1.67

D+ 1.33

D 1.00

F 0
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Example: A student who takes five classes worth six ECTS credits each and 
ends the semester with the grades A, A, B+, B, C can calculate their GPA as 
follows:

Grade For Course Grade Point Value*ES

A 4.0 * 6 24.0

A- 4.0 * 6 24.0

B+ 3.33 * 6 19.98

B 3.0 * 6 18.0

B- 2.0 * 6 12.0

Total 97.98

Average  =  = 3.27

(6 x 4.00 + 6 x 4.00 + 6 x 3.33 + 6 x 3.00 + 6 x 2.00) / 30 
= (24 + 24 + 19.98 + 18 + 12)/30 = 97.98/30 

Semester GPA = 3.27

Other Grades

In addition to grades A-F, certain other marks may be earned and placed on a 
student’s transcript.

Withdrawal

During a defined period, students may in some cases choose to withdraw from 
a course they have begun. See the section on “Withdrawal Period” for more 
detailed information about this. Students who withdraw will earn a mark of 
W on their transcript. This mark has no grade point value. Withdrawals should 
be approached with great caution as they indicate that a student has begun 
something and chosen not to complete it. Transcripts with more than one or 
two We are often seen as warning signs of students with problems committing 
or finishing tasks.

Total Grade Points

Total Credits

97.98

30
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Administrative Withdrawal

A student may be withdrawn from a course by the administration of SHSS or 
NU due to unforeseen circumstances that make it reasonable to expect a stu-
dent to finish a class. These cases are very rare and include situations as unex-
pected illness or severe classroom conduct problems. In case of Administrative 
Withdrawal, a letter grade of W or AW will be assigned to the class on the 
student’s transcript.

Incompletes

A student who is unable to complete a class due to unforeseen circumstances 
such as sudden illness or family emergency, but has completed most of the 
work for the course, may petition for a grade of Incomplete. If this petition is 
granted, the result will be a letter grade of I temporarily placed on a student’s 
transcript. The student will then have up to one full semester to complete the 
work for the course in consultation with the instructor. If the work is not com-
pleted in this time, the I will change to a grade of F on the transcript.

Students who feel that this may be a necessary course of action should con-
tact their instructor and the dean or Vice Dean for Academic Affairs of SHSS 
as soon as possible to make arrangements. Please note that Incompletes are 
granted only in exceptional cases. Students with unresolved incompletes will 
not be allowed to graduate and generally cannot participate in other activities 
until the incomplete grade is resolved.

Arrangements for Incomplete grades must be made prior to the beginning of 
final exams. Students who wait too long to petition for Incomplete grades may 
fail courses.

Pass/Fail

Some courses can be taken on a Pass/Fail basis. This means that students will 
earn a mark of either P (pass) or F (fail) rather than a traditional letter grade. 
A mark of P earns credits toward graduation and completion of degree re-
quirements, but it is not included in calculation of GPA. A mark of F however 
is treated like any other failure, it is calculated in GPA, earns no credit, and is 
treated as any other course for purpose of retakes.

Courses that are scored on a P/F basis are typically courses where making qual-
ity comparisons between the work of individual students would be extremely 
difficult or unfair, such as in the case of credit-bearing internships. In a course 
that is marked P/F, the syllabus will explain the criterial for passing and stu-
dents will be kept abreast of their progress.
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Appealing Grades

If a student believes that he or she has received an unfair or erroneous grade, 
the student may appeal. The student must first provide a written account of the 
appeal to the instructor within 10 working days of receiving the contested grade 
(that time may be extended in the event the instructor is shown to have been 
unavailable during the period following the student’s receipt of the grade in 
question). In the event that the student is still dissatisfied, he or she may appeal 
to the Dean of the relevant School or the Dean’s designee (usually Vice Dean for 
Academic Affairs) within 7 days. The Dean or designee shall consult with the 
Instructor before making any decision. The decision of the Dean shall be final.

Students should not expect that grade appeals will result in changed grades 
except in exceptional circumstances. Abuse of this system will be considered 
misconduct.

Retaking Courses

Students can retake courses only if the course is necessary for progression in their 
degree. The final grade for the retake will replace the previous grade. Both grades 
will appear in the transcript but only the retake grade will be counted. This policy 
will apply to all retakes beginning in Fall 2017. In order to maintain good academic 
standing, it is recommended that students not retake more than 2 courses.

Re-taking or Re-sitting Exams

As a general policy, SHSS does NOT allow re-sitting of exams for any student. 
Individual instructors may have policies that allow this, but their decisions are 
final and SHSS will not hear petitions to force exam re-sits.

STUDENT STANDING

Academic year, or class, standing is determined by the NU model by calculat-
ing number of credits earned. The following table lists the required number of 
credits for academic standing.

Year Class ECTS credits

1 Freshman 0–59

2 Sophomore 60–119

3 Junior 120–179

4 Senior 180–240+
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Undergraduate Classification

Students at Nazarbayev University are classified by year of study for purposes 
such as graduation planning, registration priority, and some forms of commu-
nication. Because of the strict four year residency requirement this categori-
zation is usually done based on the actual amount of time that a student has 
spent in the undergraduate programs at NU rather than the number of credits 
earned. But is expected that students will earn about 60 ECTS credits per year. 
Therefore, the expectation is that student year classification is as follows:

First Year student (Freshman): Less than 60 semester hours of ECTS

Second Year student 
(Sophomore): At least 60 and not more than 120 ECTS

Third Year student (Junior): At least 120 and not more than 180 ECTS;

Forth Year student (Senior): At least 180 ECTS

All students on scholarships are expected to maintain full-time status. In some 
extremely rare cases, fee-paying students are able to study on a part-time basis.

Full-time student:

Undergraduate student registered for 
24 ECTS or more and graduate student 
registered for 18 or more ECTS in a reg-
ular semester.

Part-time student:

Undergraduate student registered for 
fewer than 24 ECTS and graduate stu-
dent registered for fewer than 18 ECTS 
in a regular semester.

Students at Nazarbayev University are also classified by standing, which sim-
ply describes whether a student can be considered to be fulfilling the minimal 
expectations of NU students.

Good Standing

A student meeting satisfactory academic progression, and having a CGPA of 
2.00 or above and a GPA in the current semester of 2.0 or above is considered 
to be in good academic standing. This means that the student is not on proba-
tion, maintains a minimum GPA, has no outstanding incomplete grades, has 
no outstanding disciplinary cases, and does not have any other outstanding 
obligations or debts to the university. Students in good standing are eligible for 
most opportunities and rights that are afforded to SHSS students.
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Some opportunities may have other, higher standards as well, but good stand-
ing is considered the basic qualification to participate in clubs, student council, 
internship opportunities, scholarship competitions, etc. Students not in good 
standing will have status as either a Probationary or a Conditional Student.

Academic Probation

In order for a student to maintain good standing within SHSS, s/he must main-
tain a single-semester GPA of at least 2.0 and a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0. 
A student who falls below this level will be placed on Academic Probation. At 
the end of one semester of academic probation, a student is subject to dis-
missial from NU if they have not achieved the necessary conditions as stated 
above to return to Good Academic Standing.

In exceptional cases, the Dean of the School may recommend to extend aca-
demic probation for a second semester based on evidence of improvement, 
overall academic progress, potential to return to Good Academic Standing 
and subsequently to graduate on time. In all cases in which a Dean extends 
probation for a second consecutive semester, he or she shall send a report 
to the Provost indicating the grounds for the extension. The final decision on 
extension of the academic probation for another semester is made by the Vice 
Provost for Academic Affairs.

Under no circumstances may a student be on academic probation more than 
two consecutive semesters inclusive of summer semester (if offered), or for 
more than three semesters in total.

Students who have a cumulative GPA below 2.00 will not be allowed to graduate. 
They will be given an opportunity to take additional classes to raise their GPA.

Residency

All undergraduate programs in SHSS are designed to take four years to com-
plete. Students are not allowed to graduate in less than four years under any 
circumstances. Student scholarships are only available for four years, so stu-
dents should ensure that they can complete their course work in this amount of 
time. Students who think they are falling behind should consult with an adviser 
immediately.

SHSS Master Degree programs are designed to take two years to complete.
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Fifth Year of Study

Students who have not completed degree requirements in time to graduate 
in four years may be allowed to remain at NU for a fifth year of study on a 
fee-paying basis. This is considered exceptional and a fifth year opportunity is 
not guaranteed. No student will be allowed to remain beyond a fifth year of 
undergraduate study under any circumstance.

CHANGING SCHOOLS

Some students discover after some time at NU that they would prefer to be in 
another school altogether. It is possible to transfer between schools, but it can 
be difficult. The longer a student is in one school, the harder it is to transfer 
into another school.

SHSS students wishing to transfer into another school should start by speaking 
with an adviser or department chair in that school. Find out what the require-
ments are and if it will be possible to complete a major in the necessary time. 
Please also come speak with your adviser or student coordinator in SHSS. If you 
are unhappy with part of your experience here, we may be able to help you.

Students wishing to transfer into SHSS from another schools must apply for per-
mission in writing. The application should include a printed transcript from your 
previous work at NU along with a letter of intent. That letter should include:

• Why you want to transfer

• What major you intend to study and why

• Any evidence you can provide that you will be successful in SHSS

• Explanation of any academic misconduct cases that have involved you

• Any other information that you think is relevant

In general, transfers will only be granted to students who have performed very 
well overall in their studies and particularly to those who have done well in 
SHSS classes previously. In most cases students will not be granted transfer if 
they have not yet completed any work in their chosen new major. Under no 
circumstances will students be transferred into SHSS if they are on academic 
probation, have a history of serious misconduct, or if they are substantially be-
hind the number of credits they should have earned to graduate on time. With 
the approval of their home school, students who are denied transfer requests 
may use the following semester to take SHSS courses, and if they do well they 
may apply for reconsideration.
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Students should not expect that extra places or priority overrides will be pro-
vided in anticipation of a future transfer.

INTERNSHIPS AND CREDIT-BEARING INTERNSHIPS

SHSS encourages students to gain practical workplace experience through in-
ternship opportunities. The Career Advising Center (CAC) in Block 1 maintains 
a database of information on internship opportunities. In order to be eligible 
for internships, a student must be in good standing and have no outstanding 
incompletes. Some internship will have other requirements such as a high GPA.

In order to take an internship through CAC, a student must have already com-
pleted 120 ECTS credits. A total of 6 ECTS credits from internship experiences 
can be awarded to an individual internship in most cases and a single SHSS stu-
dent can typically earn no more than 12 ECTS credits from internships overall. 
However, there are some waivers for students who are eager to go through an 
internship before completion of 120 ECTS without it being counted towards a 
degree.

Please note that internships are not required for any SHSS degree and students 
are not entitled to take internships or to take credit from them. Internships 
provide a student with a sense of the environment and tasks s/he may encoun-
ter in a future occupation. Internships may also provide useful experience and 
professional contacts that will be useful when searching for a job.

In order to receive credits for an internship, students must complete course 
work in addition to the tasks required by the internship itself. During the pe-
riod of the internship, the student will enroll in the course SHSS300 “SHSS In-
ternship” and they will be responsible for attending occasional meetings and 
completing course work such as keeping a journal or writing a paper about the 
internship experience.

STUDY ABROAD AND TRANSFER OF CREDIT FROM OTHER 
UNIVERSITIES

Nazarbayev University, and SHSS, encourage students to consider study 
abroad opportunities at top ranked universities around the world. Excellent 
students from SHSS have studied at University of Wisconsin-Madison as part 
of the Visiting International Student Program (VISP) in summer term. These 
students experienced the life of a student at a Western university and they 
participated in sport, cultural, and social activities with other students from 
UWM. In addition, SHSS students may also pursue study abroad opportunities 
at other universities. They can identify study programs themselves or contact 
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Department of International Cooperation to find Universities with which NU 
has exchange agreements. Students who wish to transfer credit from study 
abroad experiences to their study at NU should apply for permission to do so 
before the study begins. These cases are reviewed by the Vice Dean of SHSS 
and the Chair of the relevant program to ensure that the courses meet aca-
demic standards and are relevant to a student’s degree program. SHSS is very 
careful about awarding credit and in most cases, we deny requests to do this. 
In general, we are most likely to transfer credit for work that is done in English 
within fields that are present at NU and at universities that are internationally 
recognized and highly ranked.

Study Abroad with University of Wisconsin

Excellent students from SHSS enjoyed the opportunity to study at UWM as 
part of the Visiting International Student Program (VISP) in summer terms 
2016 and 2017. These students experienced the life of a student at a Western 
university and they participated in sport, cultural, and social activities with oth-
er students from UWM.

They were allowed to select courses from a list that was reviewed by SHSS fac-
ulty members, and credits from those courses was transferred to their studies 
at NU. The NU students achieved a high level of academic performance during 
their studies in Madison, proving that the quality of education they receive at 
NU is on par with that of the world’s best universities.

Students were selected for participation in the VISP program based on their 
excellent academic performance and active participation in the extracurricular 
life of our School. Applications for this program are typically announced near 
the end of the fall semester.

The model for the strategic development of Nazarbayev University is based 
primarily upon partnership with top ranking universities in the world.

SHSS is proud to have a strategic partnership with The University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison. The University of Wisconsin-Madison is one of the top 20 re-
search institutions internationally and distinguishes itself by producing more 
PhDs and receiving more research funding than any other American university

In addition to the University of Wisconsin Visiting International Student Pro-
gram, SHSS students may also pursue study abroad opportunities at other uni-
versities. They can identify study programs themselves or they may find them 
with the help of the Career Advising Center or other offices at NU.

Students who wish to transfer credit from study abroad experiences to their 
study at NU should apply for permission to do so before the study begins. 
These cases are reviewed by the Dean of SHSS and a committee of faculty 
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members to ensure that the courses meet academic standards and are relevant 
to a student’s degree program. Study abroad opportunities outside of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, Madison VISP program are reviewed on a case-by-case 
basis. This process can take some time as it involves a review of the material 
that will be covered. In order to transfer credit from courses taken at another 
university, an agreement must be made before starting the course. If you are 
considering studying abroad, you should schedule a meeting with a Student 
Coordinator or the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs well before the start of the 
program.

SHSS is very careful about awarding credit for concurrent external work and 
in most cases, we deny requests to do this. In general, we are most likely to 
transfer credit for work that is done in English within fields that are present at 
NU and at universities that are internationally recognized and highly ranked.
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PART THREE – CHOOSING AND REGISTERING FOR 
COURSES AND PURSUING A DEGREE PROGRAM

REGISTRATION SYSTEM

Students enroll in courses through the NU registrar’s web site. This process 
is managed by the Office of Registrar, but SHSS faculty and staff can assist 
students. Registration is typically done shortly before the beginning of an ac-
ademic term.

Registration Advising

Each student should seek the help of their assigned adviser during registration 
and they may be required to obtain an adviser’s signature to complete the pro-
cess. Other faculty and staff, especially, peer advisers are also available and 
students should feel welcome to consult with multiple faculty members about 
choosing courses.

Once a student has chosen a schedule of courses through the registrar’s web 
page, an adviser must electronically approve the schedule. If the adviser finds 
problems in a student’s chosen courses, such as missing requirements or too 
many or too few credits, they may reject the student’s schedule and require 
them to choose again. If your adviser denies your schedule, you should get in 
touch immediately to find out why and what you need to do in order to make a 
successful schedule. Do not wait until the last minute to register for courses in 
case you need to make changes.

Enrollment Limits

Students have some degree of flexibility in choosing their workload, but each 
student must maintain the minimum number of credits per semester (usually 
24 ECTS credits). In most cases, students take 30 ECTS credits per semester, 
but can take up to 36 ECTS credits with their adviser’s approval. In truly ex-
ceptional cases students may be allowed to take more than 36 ECTS credits, 
but this requires approval from the adviser, the dean, and the provost and it is 
strongly discouraged. Students who want to seek permission for an overload 
should start by talking with the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs about options.

Add/Drop Period

During a defined period at the beginning of each semester, students may freely 
add classes to or drop classes from their schedules as long as they have the ap-
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proval of their advisers. This can be done using the same electronic registration 
page that students initially use to register for classes. Classes that are dropped 
during this period will disappear from schedules and transcripts entirely and 
those that are added will appear without any notation of late addition. During 
the add/drop period, students are still held to the usual limits and regulations 
for scheduling including maximum and minimum numbers of credits.

Adding and dropping classes should be done with great care as an adviser may 
reject late choices. When a student drops a class, their seat is not saved, so it 
may be impossible to re-add a class once it has been dropped. Please also note 
that classes with full enrolment cannot be added without special permission 
from the course instructor. Students should not drop classes with the intention 
of adding different ones unless they are sure 1) that their adviser will approve 
the change and 2) they are sure that there is a seat available in the new class.

Students who add a class after it has begun are responsible to make up any 
work that they missed. If you think that you may want to add a class but hav-
en’t decided yet, it is a good idea to speak with the instructor and even to sit in 
on the class if possible.

The last day of the add/drop period is published by the registrar as part of the 
academic calendar. Students are responsible for making all necessary changes 
to their schedules in a timely manner, after the end of add/drop period, it is not 
possible to change a schedule.

Withdrawal Period

After the end of the drop period and before the end of the withdrawal period, 
students may continue to withdraw from courses that they do not want to 
take in some cases. Withdrawing from a course during this period will result 
in a mark of W on the transcript. This mark does not have any effect on GPA. 
A course that has been withdrawn may be taken again, but the W will not be 
removed from a student’s transcript after successfully completing it. A student 
may not withdraw from courses if doing so would cause the total number of 
credits to fall below 24 ECTS credits, which is the minimum required to be con-
sidered a full-time student and to maintain a scholarship.

Withdrawing from classes should be carefully considered as it is not without 
consequences. To withdraw from a class requires permission of the adviser as 
well as the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs or the Dean. They may deny per-
mission if they believe that a student does not have a compelling reason, if 
the student has already withdrawn from the same class in a previous term, if 
the student already has multiple W’s on their transcript, or if they see other 
problems. Students who think they may need to withdraw should consult with 
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an adviser or the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs right away as they will be re-
sponsible for missed work if they are denied permission to withdraw.

Students do not have an automatic right to withdraw from a course; it is only 
allowed with special permission. Do not stop completing work for a class in 
the hopes that a withdrawal will be granted; if it is not granted you will likely 
fail the course.

UNDERSTANDING COURSE LISTINGS

Course Offerings

The courses that are offered in SHSS change each term and each year. A cat-
alog of available courses will be published by the registrar prior to registration 
each term; students should consult that in order to find courses to choose from.

Some courses will be offered every year or every semester, particularly those 
that are required for all students or for majors. However SHSS cannot guaran-
tee that any given course will be offered exactly when a student needs it and 
time conflicts may arise between courses. Therefore, it is important that each 
student meet with an adviser when choosing classes and those they prioritize 
mandatory and prerequisite courses.

Program Designators

Each course has a title and a numeric code. The code includes important infor-
mation about the course. The first part of the course code is a set of three or 
four letters called the program designator.

The program designator indicates which academic program or department is 
responsible for the course. For example, ECON101 is a course in Economics 
because ECON is the program designator for Economics.

Course Number

After the program designator, you will see a three digit number. This number 
distinguishes each course from each other course within the same program 
designator. Each course title is connected with one number and vice versa. For 
example, ECON101 will always be Introduction to Microeconomics and every 
time Introduction to Microeconomics is taught, its number will be ECON101.

Course numbers are also used to indicate the difficulty level of a course. Cours-
es from 100–199 are introductory courses and they are usually very general. 
Courses in this level typically do not have prerequisites and they are designed 
for students who may not have taken any material in the subject before.
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Courses from 200–299 are considered intermediate courses. These courses 
usually have more focus than those in the 100–199 range and they may re-
quire some prerequisites but they are not advanced.

Courses from 300–399 are intermediate to advanced courses that delve into 
particular topics within a discipline with a good degree of detail.

Courses from 400–499 are advanced courses designed especially for majors. 
They almost always have very detailed prerequisites. Important thing to be 
notes is the advanced courses for Economics major. Since the Economics pro-
gram does not have a capstone course, all Economics majors are required to 
take at least three ECON courses numbered 400 and above.

Courses from 500 and higher are for graduate students only.

SHSS does not operate on a cohort model, which means that students are al-
lowed to take courses at any level during any year of study as long as they have 
met the prerequisites. In general though, it is expected that students will take 
courses in the lower numbers primarily in their early semesters and move on to 
more advanced courses as they near graduation.

Class Section

When multiple courses with the same number are taught in a single semes-
ter, they are distinguished by a section number. For example, LLL 101 may 
be taught four times in a single semester. In this case, the various sections of 
LLL would be distinguished by adding a section number – LLL 101 Section 1; 
LLL Section 2; etc. These sections may have different instructors and therefore 
they may be slightly different in structure, but they reach the same learning 
objectives and cover the same material, so they are equivalent for purposes of 
calculating prerequisites, GPA, year standing, etc. Transcripts typically do not 
distinguish between section numbers, only including the Designator, Course 
Number, and Title.

Prerequisites

In order to take some courses in SHSS, students must first complete other 
courses called prerequisites. For example, before a student can take French II, 
s/he must first take French I. In order to use a course as a prerequisite, students 
must pass with a grade of C- or higher. This demonstrates that the student has 
done well enough to move on to a higher level. A grade of D or D+ indicates 
that a student has only barely met the minimum requirements of a course and 
is probably not ready to do more complicated work in the field. A student who 
does not earn a C- in a required course or a prerequisite for their major should 
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discuss options with an adviser. Poor performance may be an indication that a 
student is not ready to move on and may even indicate need to change major.

In some cases, students may choose to retake a course in order to earn a grade 
high enough to use as a prerequisite (but see the section on retakes for infor-
mation about limits to this option). Students who repeatedly fail to earn grades 
of C- or higher in their chosen field may be asked to choose a different major.

In some cases individual instructors may waive prerequisite requirements for 
individual classes. For example, a student who can demonstrate basic profi-
ciency in French language may be allowed to take French II without complet-
ing French I. Such waivers are rare though and students should plan ahead by 
taking courses that will be a prerequisite for other courses ahead of time. Stu-
dents who are granted a prerequisite waiver should be very careful as this does 
not free students from the obligation to earn grades of C- or higher in all major 
classes as discussed in the section on Passing Grades below. Questions about 
this should be addressed with advisers, Student Coordinators, or the Vice Dean 
for Academic Affairs.

Credits

Progress toward graduation and completion of program requirements is 
measured in credits (NOTE: Starting Fall 2014, NU began using a new sys-
tem for this, see ECTS Credits below). Each course is assigned a num-
ber of credits that reflect the amount of class time and work required. 
Number of credits earned is used to determine a student’s year standing and 
eligibility for graduation.

ECTS Credits

Beginning in Fall 2014, NU counts credits using the European Credit Transfer 
System (ECTS). This system is standard in countries that follow a set of inter-
national guidelines described as the Bologna Process (go read about it on the 
internet, it’s kind of interesting). Using this system makes it easier to compare 
the work students do at NU with that done by students throughout Europe 
and parts of Asia.

All credit requirements and earned credits that students have already complet-
ed at NU will be converted to ECTS by simply doubling them. Thus our previous 
requirement was that undergraduate students should earn 120 credits (under 
the Carnegie credit system common to North America). Now students should 
earn 240 ECTS credits. But a class that previously counted for 3 credits (Carn-
egie) will now count for 6 credits (ECTS).
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The impact on students will be almost nothing. You will simply notice larger 
numbers on your transcript and other documents. In the long run though, the 
impact will be that you can more easily use your NU transcript to attend grad-
uate school or find work in other countries. Even in North America where the 
Carnegie system is standard, the ECTS system is well- known and respected.

DEGREE PROGRAMS

In order to earn a Bachelor degree and graduate from SHSS, a student must 
complete a degree program. Each program includes a number of required 
courses to be taken at various levels as well as a large number of courses to be 
taken outside of the degree program.

The School of Humanities and Social Sciences currently offers Bachelor of Arts 
(BA) degrees in six fields – Anthropology; Economics; History; Sociology; Po-
litical Sciences & International Relations; and Languages, Linguistics and Liter-
atures. The Bachelor of Arts degree is a four year degree requiring a minimum 
of 240 ECTS credits to be earned (see section ECTS credits above for more 
information about this system of counting credit).

Degree program requirements are updated every year, and may include 
changes. These updates are published once each year in the handbook. Stu-
dents are required to follow the requirements that are in place in the handbook 
at the time that they officially sign a major with the Office of the Registrar. If 
the requirement for a major change after a student officially takes a major, the 
student is not affected by the change unless that change makes it simpler for 
the student to graduate.

Majors and Minors

A major is a focused area of study that a student commits to and, upon com-
pletion of degree program requirements, earns a degree in. Each student must 
choose a major at the end of their first academic year and file that choice with 
the office of registrar. Students who have not chosen a major by the end of the 
first semester of their second year may be asked to leave SHSS and NU.

Students may in some cases choose to change their majors during their period 
of study. This is possible early in studies but it becomes more difficult later. In 
order to change majors, a student must be able to complete all of the require-
ments for the new major without exceeding the four year time limit for study 
in the NU schools. Seek an adviser for help before doing this.
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Distribution Requirements and Electives

Each major program in SHSS requires a student to take courses in fields outside 
of the major itself. These other courses are intended to help fill out the stu-
dent’s knowledge in fields related to the major as well as to give the student a 
more diverse educational experience.

Distribution requirements are particular kinds of courses that a student must 
take outside of the major program. For example, each SHSS major requires that 
students take a course in the natural sciences such as biology or chemistry. 
This is referred to as the natural science distribution course. In some cases, 
these distribution requirements may be very specific, such as the requirement 
for Economics majors to take Calculus I. Others are more general, for example 
every social science major is required to take at least 24 ECTS credits of hu-
manities classes for their Humanities distribution requirement.

Finally, there is a category of courses in each major known as electives. Elec-
tives are courses that are taken from any category a student wishes. In some 
cases there are restrictions on electives, for example a student must take major 
electives, meaning courses within their major designator that are not specifi-
cally required for the major program. In other cases, there are no restrictions. 
In fact in every SHSS major, students have the freedom to take around 78 ECTS 
credits of electives. Credits for this elective category should be taken explicitly 
outside of the major designator. This requirement exists to give students flexi-
bility in exploring their interests and also to ensure that students have a diverse 
university experience.

Each degree program description lists a number of credits that must be 
achieved in each category including major requirements, distributions, and 
electives. The number of credits required represents a minimum; students are 
allowed to take more than the required number of credits in each category as 
long as they achieve the requirement. Likewise, the requirement to graduate 
with a Bachelor degree from SHSS is 240 total ECTS credits, but it is possible 
to earn more credits.

Kazakh Language Requirements

Every student at Nazarbayev University is required to study Kazakh language 
and to pass a proficiency exam at the end of their studies. This is a requirement 
for graduation and no student will be allowed to earn a Bachelor degree from 
SHSS without successfully passing a required number of courses and passing 
the proficiency exam.

Students must complete 12 ECTS of Kazakh language.
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Declaring a Major

All students enter SHSS with the status “Undeclared”. This means that a major 
has not yet been officially chosen. Students are strongly encouraged to use 
their time as undeclared students to explore options by taking classes in a va-
riety of fields, meeting professors, speaking with advisers and other students, 
etc. By the beginning of a student’s second year, they should choose a major.

In order to choose a major, students must fill out a transfer or change of major 
form, which can be found on the website for the Office of the Registrar. Simply 
enter your old major as “Undeclared.” This form must also be signed by an 
adviser and the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs or the dean.

Some majors are quite competitive and they have limited spaces for students, 
so you may have to apply for admission to a major. In general this process 
requires students to submit transcripts showing that they have achieved cer-
tain grades in introductory courses, majors may have additional application re-
quirements such as a written statement as well. Please note that students may 
not be admitted to their first choice of major if more students apply than there 
are spaces for. Because of this, students should use their time as undeclared 
students to take introductory courses for majors they are considering and they 
should work to their highest potential, not to minimum standards.

It is possible to change a major later in a student’s career as well, but this be-
comes more difficult as time goes on. This is especially true if a student has not 
completed course work in the new major. Speak with an adviser or student 
coordinator if you have any questions about changing majors.

Double Majors

In some cases a student may choose to take two majors simultaneously this 
is possible only if both majors are within the same school. Majoring in two 
programs at once is quite difficult and conflicts between the requirements of 
two separate programs may arise, so this is to be done with great caution. 
SHSS does NOT guarantee that a student will be able to earn all of the required 
credits for two degree programs within four years. Seek help from an adviser 
before taking a second major.

Minors

A minor is an academic area that a student emphasizes in her or his studies 
but does not commit to as intensely as a major. A student does not need to 
have a minor to graduate. This is intended as a way to help a student focus a 
portion of their studies on a field that they find interesting or useful. Successful 
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completion of a minor will be noted on a student’s transcript, but no diploma 
or formal certification is issued.

In most cases students may take a double major or a major and a minor but 
not more than this.

Double-Counting Credits

In the case of a double major, some credits will be able to count in both majors. 
For example, a major in Political Science & International Relations will require a 
large number of courses in that program designator (PLS).

 A student with a major in Political Science & International Relations and a sec-
ond major in Languages, Linguistics and Literatures (LLL) would be able to 
count their PLS courses as either Social Science distributions or general elec-
tives toward their LLL major in addition to counting them toward the PLS major. 
Likewise LLL courses counting toward that major could also count as Humani-
ties distributions or general electives in PLS. Other distributions such as Natural 
Science credits could count simultaneously for both majors. Similar rules apply 
to minors.

Seek the help of an adviser in double counting credits.

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS

General Requirements for the BA Degree

The table below shows the general requirements that all students must fulfill 
in order to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree in any field within the School of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences. For more information about specific major and 
minor programs, see below. Note also:

• Students are required to adhere to the degree requirements that were 
official at the time of declaring a major.

Major Requirements Credits Explanation

Credits  
in Degree Program 66-78 Requirements will vary according to 

major.

NU/SHSS Core Requirements
History of Kazakhstan 6 HST 100

Kazakh 12 Two KAZ courses

Ethics 6 One Ethics course
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Major Requirements Credits Explanation

Writing &  
Communication 12 SHSS 150; Either COMM 102 OR a 

200-level writing course

Other Humanities 24 Four Non-major Humanities electives

Other Social Sciences 18 Three Non-major Social Science electives

Computer Science 6 One CSCI course

Math 6 One MATH course

Natural Science 6 One Natural Science elective (BIOL, 
CHEM, PHYS, GEOL)

Business 6 One Business course

Electives Any courses from SHSS, SST or SEng

Total Degree Credits 240

BA IN ANTHROPOLOGY

Anthropology is the holistic study of humanity. Sociocultural Anthropologists 
study the cultures of living people around the world. Archaeological Anthro-
pologists study past cultures and the material parts of life such as technology 
and architecture. Biological Anthropologists study the human as a biological 
organism including genetics, human evolution, our primate relatives, and hu-
man physiology. Linguistic Anthropologists study how language works as part 
of larger cultural systems. At NU, we combine all of these perspectives to gain 
the fullest possible understanding of what makes us human.

Anthropology provides a wide array of skills and information to students. We 
train students to think critically about the ways that people differ and to seek 
creative solutions to problems in the world around them. We also work to 
provide a broad perspective and a familiarity with the diversity of humanity. 
Whether as a major, a minor, or simply as an elective course, anthropology can 
enhance any educational experience.

Course Requirements for an Anthropology Major

Anthropology 
Requirements Credits Explanation

Elementary 
Courses 18

Choice of any three courses from: ANT 
101, ANT 140, ANT 160, ANT 175, or 
ANT 181
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Anthropology 
Requirements Credits Explanation

Methods Courses 12

• SOC 201 Social Science Research 
Methods

• ANT 214/SOC 214 Qualitative Meth-
ods in Anthropology and Sociology

Theory Course 6

• Choice of:  
ANT 306 Anthropology of Performance

• ANT 385 Postcolonial Theory and its 
Applications in Eurasia

• SOC 301 Classical Sociological Theory

Intermediate/Ad-
vanced Electives 24

Any four ANT electives at 200 or 300 
or 400-level , where at least one course 
is in a different sub-field number range 
(i.e., X00-X29, X30-X49, X50-X74, 
X75-X99).

Senior Capstone 12 ANT 498/499

Total Major 
Credits 72

Core Requirements
History of  
Kazakhstan 6 HST 100

Kazakh 12 Two KAZ courses

Ethics 6 One Ethics course

Writing & Communi-
cation 12 SHSS 150; Either COMM 102 OR a 

200-level writing course

Other Humanities 24 Four Non-major Humanities electives

Other Social Sciences 18 Three Non-major Social Science electives

Computer  
Science 6 One CSCI course

Math 6 One MATH course

Natural Science 6 One Natural Science elective (BIOL, 
CHEM, PHYS, GEOL)

Business 6 One Business course

Electives 66 Any courses from SHSS, SST or SEng

Total Degree Credits 240
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BA IN ECONOMICS

Economics is a social science that is concerned with the study of choices made 
by individuals and societies. It consists of two core fields: Microeconomics that 
studies behavior and interaction of individuals and firms, and Macroeconom-
ics that studies behavior of economy as a whole.

The Economics program at Nazarbayev University is one of the fastest growing 
programs in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at NU. It is aimed at 
providing excellent training in the core economic theory and different fields 
within Microeconomics and Macroeconomics.

The program is designed to provide students with theoretical knowledge and 
practical skills for successful careers in business and the government sector, as 
well as graduate studies in Economics, Business Administration, International 
Relations, Law and many others.

Economics students may choose to pursue a standard Economics major or a 
math-intensive version of the same major. The math-intensive version provides 
additional training in sophisticated methods that are useful in modeling and 
forecasting of complex market behavior.
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Course Requirements for an Economics Major

Economics Requirements Credits Description

Elementary Courses 18

• ECON 101 Introduction to Micro-
economics

• ECON 102 Introduction to Macro-
economics

• ECON 211 Economic Statistics

Intermediate Courses 18

• ECON 201 Intermediate Microeco-
nomics

• ECON 202 Intermediate Macroeco-
nomics

• ECON 301 Econometrics I (Core)

General Economics  
Electives 24 Four 300-level Economics electives

Advanced Economics 
Electives 18 Three 400-level Economics electives

Total Major Credits 78
Core Requirements
History of Kazakhstan 6 HST 100

Kazakh 12 Two KAZ courses

Ethics 6 One Ethics course

Writing & Communication 12 SHSS 150; Either COMM 102 OR a 
200-level writing course

Other Humanities 24 Four Non-major Humanities electives

Other Social Sciences 18 Three Non-major Social Science 
electives

Computer Science 6 One CSCI course

Math 8 MATH 161

Natural Science 6 One Natural Science elective 
(BIOL, CHEM, PHYS, GEOL)

Business 6 One Business course

Electives 58 Any courses from SHSS, SST or SEng

Total Degree Credits 240
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BA IN HISTORY

History is the study of the past. Studying History does not merely consist in 
the acquisition and reproduction of a standard knowledge of past events: it is 
about their continual discovery and critical appraisal.

Different sub-fields of History are defined on the basis of the time span cov-
ered (Ancient, Medieval, Early Modern, Modern, and Contemporary History), 
of the geographic area concerned, or of the specific approach or viewpoint 
they involve. Therefore we talk about cultural history, intellectual history, dip-
lomatic history, economic history, and so on. In many cases, the research and 
teaching interests of one historian encompass more than one sub-field.

In our History classes, you will learn more about the past, discussing the ex-
isting historiography (secondary sources), and you will learn how to ask rele-
vant questions of the documents (primary sources) provided by your teachers. 
Most of your coursework will consist in reading, assessing, and rigorously us-
ing sources to infer your own conclusions. At intermediate level, you will be-
come able to discuss previous historiography more systematically, first with 
your instructor’s guidance and then autonomously. You will become able to 
identify your own sources and use them to answer broader questions.

At all levels, you will have excellent opportunities to refine your critical thinking 
skills, to strengthen your ability to skim, select, and organize information, and 
to make your writing sharper and more effective. These skills will be useful in 
other disciplines and in your future career.

Course Requirements for a History Degree Major

History Requirements Credits Description

Elementary Courses 12 Two 100-level History electives

General History Electives 6 One History elective

Intermediate/Advanced 30

• Two 200 or 300 or 400-level History 
electives

• Two 300 or 400-level History electives 
• One 400-level History elective

Research Methods 6 HST 273/WLL 273

Senior Capstone 12 HST 498 and, 497 OR 499

Total Major Credits 66
Core Requirements
History of Kazakhstan 6 HST 100



39

History Requirements Credits Description

Kazakh 12 Two KAZ courses

Ethics 6 One Ethics course

Writing &  
Communication 12 SHSS 150; Either COMM 102 OR a 

200-level writing course

Other Humanities 24 Four Non-major Humanities electives

Other Social Sciences 18 Three Non-major Social Science elec-
tives

Computer Science 6 One CSCI course

Math 6 One MATH course

Natural Science 6 One Natural Science elective (BIOL, 
CHEM, PHYS, GEOL)

Business 6 One Business course

Electives 72 Any courses from SHSS, SST or SEng

Total Degree Credits 240

BA IN POLITICAL SCIENCE & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The degree program in Political Science and International Relations offers a flex-
ible and applied degree that is designed to train the next generation of political 
scientists as well as provide a solid generalist degree to prepare students in a va-
riety of professions. It also provides excellent training for future graduate study.

Course Requirements for a Political Science & International 
Relations Degree Major

Political Science and 
International Rela-
tions Requirements

Credits Description

Introductory Courses 18
PLS 120 Introduction to Political Theory
PLS 140 Introduction to Comparative Politics
PLS 150 Introduction to International Relations
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Political Science and 
International Rela-
tions Requirements

Credits Description

Methods Courses 12

PLS 210 Political Science Research Meth-
ods (Core)
PLS 211 Quantitative Methods for Politi-
cal Science

PSIR Electives 42
Seven 200, 300, or 400-level PLS elec-
tives, with at least three at the 300 and 
two at the 400 level

Total Major Credits 72
Core Requirements
History of Kazakhstan 6 HST 100

Kazakh 12 Two KAZ courses

Ethics 6 One Ethics course

Writing &  
Communication 12 SHSS 150; Either COMM 102 OR a 

200-level writing course

Other Humanities 24 Four Non-major Humanities electives

Other Social Sciences 18 Three Non-major Social Science electives

Computer Science 6 One CSCI course

Math 6 One MATH course

Natural Science 6 One Natural Science elective (BIOL, 
CHEM, PHYS, GEOL)

Business 6 One Business course

Electives 66 Any courses from SHSS, SST or SEng

Total Degree Credits 240

BA IN SOCIOLOGY

Sociology is the study of human society. Rather than investigating the mo-
tivations and behavior of individuals – which is what the field of psychology 
does – sociology focuses on group patterns in a wide range of contexts, from 
interactions at the “micro” level, to systemic processes at the “macro” or global 
level, and everything in between. Sociologists try to make the familiar strange, 
that is, they look beyond superficial explanations in an attempt to understand 
the complexities of social phenomena. To do so, sociologists use a wide variety 
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of research methods, including surveys and questionnaires, statistical analysis, 
informal and in-depth interviews, participant observation and ethnography, 
and content and textual analysis. Sociology is also a very broad field, with sub-
fields focused on the main social institutions (family, work and economy, reli-
gion, education, politics, and media), the social divisions (including race/eth-
nicity, gender, and social class), and a variety of other areas, from culture, the 
environment, and migration to organizations, sport, and social psychology.

A B.A. in sociology from NU will provide you with a solid foundation for grad-
uate study in the social sciences, and can prepare you for careers in such fields 
as social services, social research and data analysis, non-profit and charity or-
ganizations, government and human resources.

Course Requirements for a Sociology Degree Major

Sociology Requirements Credits Description

Elementary Course 6 SOC 101 Introduction to Sociology

Methods Courses 18

• SOC 201 Social Science Research 
Methods (Core)

• SOC 203 Quantitative Methods in 
Sociology

• SOC 214 Qualitative Methods in 
Sociology

Theory Course 6 SOC 301 Classical Sociological Theory

Sociology Elective 6 One SOC elective

Intermediate/ 
Advanced Courses 24

• Two 200 or 300 or 400-level SOC 
electives

• Two 300 or 400-level SOC elec-
tives

Senior Capstone 12 SOC 498, 497 or 499

Total Major Credits 72
Core Requirements
History of Kazakhstan 6 HST 100

Kazakh 12 Two KAZ courses

Ethics 6 One Ethics course

Writing & Communication 12 SHSS 150; Either COMM 102 OR a 
200-level writing course

Other Humanities 24 Four Non-major Humanities electives
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Sociology Requirements Credits Description

Other Social Sciences 18 Three Non-major Social Science 
electives

Computer Science 6 One CSCI course

Math 6 One MATH course

Natural Science 6 One Natural Science elective (BIOL, 
CHEM, PHYS, GEOL)

Business 6 One Business course

Electives 66 Any courses from SHSS, SST or SEng

Total Degree Credits 240

BA IN LANGUAGES, LINGUISTICS AND LITERATURES

The degree program in Languages, Linguistics and Literatures offers a flexible 
and applied degree that is designed to train the next generation of specialists in 
linguistics, languages and literature, as well as provide a solid generalist degree 
to prepare students in a variety of professions. This major program provides 
students with a focused familiarity with one of four languages, cultures, and 
history of the world: Mandarin Chinese, French, Spanish and German, and thus 
offers excellent training for future graduate study and employment in the gov-
ernment or business sectors and non-government organization particularly in 
fields with a strong language / communication / literature excellence require-
ments, positions including translation, museum work, library, arts or academy. 
Students in LLL program can study everything from the history of the Thea-
tre, to the literature of Japan, to the way language is produced and processed 
in the human brain, varies and changes through time and space. By studying 
the programs offered by LLL department, students will gain a nuanced under-
standing of the intricacies of language, culture, poetry and literature, and will 
become critical and creative writers, and effective communicators.

Students completing a degree in Languages, Linguistics and Literatures are re-
quired to choose one of the three tracks – particular areas of specialization, 
including: World Literature, Language Acquisition, and Linguistics. The tracks 
are mutually complementary and many of the LLL courses comprise common 
course requirement for all three concentrations.
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World Literatures Track Goals:

1. Demonstrate a broad knowledge in the field of comparative literature, 
which includes an understanding of literary, theatrical, and film history 
and their related genres.

2. Demonstrate an appreciation of how cultural artifacts are affected by 
local and global culture, and, in turn, how local and global culture are 
affected by cultural artifacts.

3. Demonstrate advanced analytical reading and writing fluency in English.

4. Demonstrate an ability to undertake creative, independent work.

Language Acquisition Track Goals:

1. Acknowledgement of the elements that constitute the system of lan-
guage and ability to contribute effectively to usual communicative situa-
tions within the framework of social interaction.

2. Ability to recognize the defining aspects of the new culture that is ac-
cessed through the learned language and to establish connections be-
tween the student’s culture of origin and that of those countries where 
the new culture manifests itself.

3. Integrate and develop in a balanced manner the four skills of the sec-
ond language- oral expression, written expression, listening comprehen-
sion, and reading comprehension-, in order to facilitate fluent and effi-
cient communication in any context.Gaining access through the foreign 
language, to the representative literary and cultural productions of the 
countries where the target language is spoken, opening up an interdisci-
plinary dialogue amongst different fields within the humanities.

Linguistics Track Goals:

The new track in Linguistics complements other focal scholarly areas of the 
department. Better understanding of how languages evolve and function will 
also help students to appreciate and better perform in culture, literature, thea-
tre and other types of cultural production. The track has the goals to:

1. Demonstrate understanding of the complexity of language within cogni-
tive, psychological and social domains

2. Demonstrate ability to collect and analyze linguistic data by using qual-
itative and quantitative methods, experimentally test and contextualize 
them in core theories or concepts of linguistics
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3. Demonstrate sound knowledge of the key disciplinary subfields: phonet-
ics/phonology, morphology/syntax, semantics/pragmatics

4. Demonstrate ability to apply knowledge of linguistic theories and meth-
ods in independent research projects

Course Requirements for a Major in Languages, Linguistics and 
Literatures

WLL Requirements Credits Description

Elementary Course 6 Any WLL or LING course at 100-level

Research Methods 6 WLL 273/HST ??? OR LING 273 OR 
LING 274

Intermediate Courses 12
• Two WLL or LING courses at 200-level OR
• Two language courses (201/202)

Advanced Courses 12 Two courses at 300 or 400-level

WLL Electives 24 Any WLL, LING or Language courses

Senior Capstone 12 WLL 498/499

Total Major Credits 72
Core Requirements
History of Kazakhstan 6 HST 100

Kazakh 12 Two KAZ courses

Ethics 6 One Ethics course

Writing &  
Communication Math 12 SHSS 150; Either COMM 102 OR a 

200-level writing course

Other Humanities 24 Four Non-major Humanities electives

Other Social Sciences 18 Three Non-major Social Science electives

Computer Science 6 One CSCI course

Math 6 One MATH course

Natural Science 6 One Natural Science elective (BIOL, 
CHEM, PHYS, GEOL)

Business 6 One Business course

Electives 66 Any courses from SHSS, SST or SEng

Total Degree Credits 240
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Track World Literature

WLL COURSES Credits Explanation

Elementary 6
WLL 110 Introduction to Literary Studies 
or  
WLL 121 Introduction to Cultural Studies

Intermediate Courses 24

WLL 201World Literature I 
WLL 211 World Literature II: From the 
18th to the 20th Century 
at least TWO additional 200 level WLL 
courses

Advanced Classes 12 At least TWO 300/400 level WLL courses

Senior Capstone 8 WLL 498 and WLL 499 Languages and 
Literature Capstone I and II

WLL Electives 24 Any additional WLL courses, including 
language and linguistics courses

TOTAL for MAJOR 74

Track Linguistics

Linguistics Courses Credits Description

Elementary  
Linguistics Courses

6 Introduction to Linguistics

Intermediate  
Linguistics Courses 24

at least four 200-level Linguistics 
Courses:
• Research Methods in Linguistics
• Language Diversity and Universals
• Sounds of World’s Languages
• Language and Society
• Language and the Mind
• Language Contact in Central Asia
• Introduction to Turkic Histori-

cal-Comparative Linguistics

Advanced  
Linguistics courses 12

at least two 300-/400-level WLL 
courses, such as: Multilingualism and 
Language Contact
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Linguistics Courses Credits Description

Foreign Language courses 16
Completion of at least a 202-level 
Foreign Language course (any lan-
guage)

Senior WLL Capstone 
(Linguistics) 8

WLL 498 and WLL 499 Languag-
es and Literature Capstone I and 
II Senior research project (fieldwork, 
experimental)

General WLL Electives 12

advanced 200-level WLL electives 
and/or 
advanced 300-/400-level WLL 
electives

TOTAL for MAJOR 76

Track Language Acquisition

WLL COURSES Credits Explanation

Elementary Foreign  
Language Courses 16

Elementary FL courses (CHN101/102, 
FRE101/102, GER101/102, 
SPA101/102)

Intermediate Foreign 
Language Courses 16

Intermediate FL courses 
(CHN201/202, FRE201/202, 
GER201/202, SPA201/202)

Advanced WLL courses 
with foreign language 
content

12

at least two 300-level courses taught 
in a foreign language (Advanced 
Grammar and Composition; Advanced 
content course)

Intermediate  
WLL Electives 12

at least two 200-level WLL courses, 
including linguistics and literature 
courses

Advanced WLL Electives 12
at least two 300-/400-level WLL 
courses, including linguistics and liter-
ature courses

Senior Capstone 8 WLL 498 and WLL 499 Languages 
and Literature Capstone I and II

TOTAL for MAJOR 76
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The Distribution requirements  
166 credits are the following for all 3 tracks:

Distribution Requirements

Humanities 30

• 6 credits History Course
• 6 credits History of Kazakhstan 6 

credits Philosophy/Religion
• 6 credits Rhetoric and Composition
• 6 credits Humanities Electives

Social Sciences 30 30 Social Science electives

Natural Sciences & 
Math 24

• 12 credits Natural Sciences
• 12 credits Mathematics OR6 Math-

ematics & 6 Computer Science (6 
credits in Quantitative Methods may 
be counted toward the Mathematics 
requirement)

Electives 82 Any courses from SHSS, SST and Seng

Total Distribution  
Requirements Credits 166

Total Degree Credits 240

The Distribution requirements 166 credits are the following for 
all 3 tracks:

Distribution Requirements

Humanities 30

• 6 credits History Course
• 6 credits History of Kazakhstan
• 6 credits Philosophy/Religion
• 6 credits Rhetoric and Composition 6 

credits Humanities Electives

Social Sciences 30 30 Social Science electives
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Natural Sciences & 
Math 24

• 12 credits Natural Sciences
• 12 credits Mathematics OR6 Math-

ematics & 6 Computer Science (6 
credits in Quantitative Methods may 
be counted toward the Mathematics 
requirement)

Electives 82 Any courses from SHSS, SST and Seng

Total Distribution  
Requirements Credits 166

Total Degree Credits 240

MINOR REQUIREMENTS

Course Requirements for an Anthropology Minor

Anthropology 
Courses Credits Description

Elementary Courses 12 Any two 100-level from ANT 101, ANT 
140, ANT 160, ANT 175, or ANT 181

Intermediate/ 
Advanced Courses 12

6 credits of Theory (Anthropology of 
Performance OR Postcolonial Theory and 
its Applications in Eurasia OR Classical 
Sociological Theory)
At least one course at the intermediate 
oradvanced level in any subfield

Anthropology Electives 12 No more than one course may be at the 
100-level

Total Credits 36

Course Requirements for an Economics Minor

Course Categories Credits Description

Elementary Courses 12
• 6 credits Introduction to Microeconomics
• 6 credits Introduction to Macroeconomics
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Course Categories Credits Description

Intermediate Courses 18
• 6 credits Intermediate Microeconomics
• 6 credits Intermediate Macroeconomics
• 6 credits Econometrics I*

Any 300 or 400 level 
Economics Courses 12

Total credits 42

* For non-SHSS students the combination of MATH321 Probability and 
MATH322 Mathematical Statistics/MATH310 Applied Statistical Methods is 
counted as prerequisite for Econometrics I.

Course Requirements for an History Minor

History Courses Credits Description

ElementaryCourses* 12 Any two courses at the 100 level

Intermediate and/ 
or Advanced Courses 30

Total Credits 42

*Note: For Majors, courses must include at least two regional zones (e. g. Eu-
rope & Central Asia); also majors must take at least two courses covering pe-
riods prior to 1700.

Course Requirements for a PSIR Minor

PSIR Courses Credits Description

Elementary Courses 12

Two introductory courses from the fol-
lowing: PLS120 Introduction to Political 
Theory, PLS140 Introduction to Com-
parative Politics, PLS150 Introduction to 
International Relations

Intermediate or  
Advanced Courses 18 Any additional PLS courses. At least one 

course must be 300 level or higher



50

PSIR Courses Credits Description

Methods 6
PLS210 Political Science Research meth-
ods or PLS211 Quantitative Methods in 
Political Science

Total Credits 36

Course Requirement for a Philosophy  
and Religious Studies Minor

Philosophy & Reli-
gious Studies Cate-
gories

Credits Description

Philosophy Course Re-
ligious Studies Course

6
6

One course in each of Philosophy and 
Religious Studies at any level

Philosophy or Religious 
Studies Advanced 
Courses

12 A minimum of 12 credits at the 300 
level or above

Electives 12

Total Credits 36

Course Requirements for a Sociology Degree Minor

Sociology Courses Credits Description

Elementary Course 6 Introduction to Sociology

Intermediate/Advanced 
Courses 30

Classical Sociological Theory (re-
quired) Social Sciences Research 
Methods (required)

Total Credits 36
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Course Requirements in World Languages,  
Literature and Cultures

WLLC Minor Credits Description

Elementary 6 WLL 110 or 121 or 131

Advanced Courses 12 Two courses at the Advanced Level 
(300/400 level)

Electives 18
WLL courses including Foreign Lan-
guage (at least course abbr102) and 
Linguistics courses (200 Level)

Total Credits 36

Spanish & Hispanic 
Studies Credits Description

SPA 202 Intermediate 
Spanish II 8 Language requirement – SPA at the 

Advanced Level

SPA 314 Advanced 
Spanish Grammar and 
Composition

6
All minor students must successfully 
complete the course on advanced 
grammar

Intermediate/Advanced 
Content Spanish Courses 6 Students must take at least one con-

tent course taught in Spanish

Electives 16
WLL intermediate (200 level) or 
advanced (300/400 level) content 
courses

Total Credits for Minor 36

French &  
Francophone Studies Credits Description

FRE202 Intermediate 
French II 8 Language requirement – FRE at the 

Advanced Level

Elementary Course 6 Introduction to French and Franco-
phone Studies
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French &  
Francophone Studies Credits Description

WLL 361/FRE361 
Topics in French and 
Francophone Studies, 
Intermediate/Ad-
vanced WLL/French 
Courses

6 Students must take at least one con-
tent course taught in French

Electives 16
WLL intermediate (200 level) or 
advanced (300/400 level) content 
courses

Total Credits for Minor 36

Course Requirements for a Minor in Communication

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

The minor in Communication is an 18 credit hour minor.

I. Foundation Courses: All students will take two required courses.
Under the direction of an advisor, a student will choose to specialize in 
one of three areas or take a broad approach to the minor.

II. Specialization

• Specialization: A student who specializes in an area will take 9 credit 
hours in that area.

• Broad: A student who chooses not to specialize in an area will take one 
course from each of the three areas.

III. Electives
The final 3 credit hours are elective hours selected from any Communi-
cation courses.

1. COURSE LISTING

I. Foundation (6 hours)  
SHSS150: Rhetoric and Composition COMM 102: Public Speaking

II. Specialization (9 hours)
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A. Media

COMM 200: Communication Research Methods
COMM 225: Science Writing for Popular Media
COMM 270: Introduction to Public Relations
COMM 243: Health Promotion through Mass Media
COMM 325: Computer-Mediated Communication
COMM 332: Visual Communication and Design
COMM 334: Video Production
COMM 430: Documentary and Corporate Video
COMM 439: Special Topics in Media
COMM 453: Crisis Communication

B. Health Communication

COMM 200: Communication Research Methods
COMM 240: Health Communication
COMM 243: Health Promotion through Mass Media
COMM 350: Science, Health, and Social Influence
COMM 340: Interpersonal Communication for Health Professionals
COMM 459: Special Topics in Health Communication

C. Business & Organizational Communication

COMM 200: Communication Research Methods
COMM 260: Communication and Problem Solving in Teams and Groups 
COMM 265: Intercultural Communication
COMM 267: Gender and Communication
COMM 270: Introduction to Public Relations
COMM 360: Communication in International Organizations
COMM 453: Crisis Communication
COMM 460: Communication and Leadership in Organizations
COMM 470: Political Communication
COMM 479: Special Topics in Business & Organizational Communication

III. Electives (3 hours)
Any Communication course listed above, Independent Study, or Internship.
*Required course for all students
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COURSE SEQUENCE

A sample course sequence is presented below (next page). The suggested se-
quence of courses for each student is based upon a student’s major and the 
plan of study in that particular major.

FALL SPRING

FRESHMAN Rhetoric and  
Composition Public Speaking

SOPHOMORE Specialization Course Specialization Course

JUNIOR Specialization Course Communication Elective

SENIOR

ACADEMIC AWARDS AND HONORS

All undergraduate students with a GPA of 3.75 or higher per semester will be 
placed on the “Dean’s List”. The determining factor for these awards will be the 
student’s semester GPA and not the student’s overall GPA. Thus, these awards 
may be granted to a student every semester. Additionally, some departments 
and programs offer awards or honors to students who show outstanding merit.

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT

Academic misconduct is defined broadly, to include a wide variety of behaviors 
that conflict with the values and mission of NU. Students should become fa-
miliar with the NU Student Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (Stu-
dent Code), which is the official document outlining policies and procedures 
around academic misconduct at NU. Students are responsible for complying 
with NU policies, as well as those described in the syllabus for an individual 
class, whether the student has read them or not.

SHSS interprets NU policies on academic honesty very strictly and has no toler-
ance for behavior that violates the integrity of our work. All cases of academic 
misconduct are reported to the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs who main-
tains records, investigates cases, and recommends penalties. SHSS also com-
municates with the other schools at NU about misconduct and students who 
repeatedly violate policies, whether in one school or more, will be punished 
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harshly. Students who severely or repeatedly violate these rules are dismissed 
from the university.

The Student Code outlines three general categories of cheating as well as some 
guidelines for penalties when students are caught. It is important to note that 
the Student Code gives the School a fair amount of freedom in deciding on the 
severity and penalty of any individual case and SHSS chooses to take a strict 
approach. It is also important to understand that there is no three-strikes or 
other formulaic policy on punishment and students may be (and have been) 
dismissed upon the first report of severe cheating.

In very general terms, the Student Code describes three categories of miscon-
duct as laid out in this table:

Type of offence General Description Common penalties

Category A

Very  minor  offenses that 
may be result of misun-
derstanding, sloppiness,  
or ignorance

Reprimand; Requirement 
to re- write assignment; 
Loss of points from assign-
ment

Category B

Violations that include 
intentional deception, 
obfuscation, or inappro-
priate behavior. Repeated 
Category A violations may 
be elevated to Category B.

Loss of points from as-
signment; Failure of an 
assignment; Requirement 
to re-write assignment 
for reduced points; Loss 
of points from an entire 
category of assignments; 
Reduced final grade in 
course; Failure of course; 
Disciplinary Probation

Category C

Violations that involve 
severe breaches of trust, 
conspiracy, law-breaking, 
or  repetition  of  Category 
A or Category B violations. 
This category may require 
hearings at the level  of 
the provost and may be 
recorded on a student’s 
transcript.

Failure of a course; Sus-
pension; Dismissal from 
university; Disciplinary  
Probation

B or C misconduct will result in a loss of stipend until the end of the following semester.
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CONFIDENTIALITY OF STUDENT RECORDS

In accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan of 1974, Naz-
arbayev University has established guidelines regarding access to and release 
of education records. A hard copy of the “Consent form for release education 
records” is available at the Office of the Registrar. In short, personal student in-
formation can only be released with the consent of the student except in emer-
gency situations and then only by the Dean or Vice Dean for Academic Affairs. 
In such cases, the student will be notified of the release as soon as practically 
possible. Personal information may include the following: photo, name, ad-
dress, telephone listing, e-mail and home address, date and place of birth, ma-
jor field of study, class attendance records, degrees and awards received, the 
most recent previous educational school or institution attended and the oth-
er information about the student, such as class schedules and grades are not 
available to parents or/and relatives unless the student has signed a written 
“Consent form for release education records”. Parents should be aware that 
their student’s personal information is not available to them if the student has 
not filled this form out and submitted it to the Office of the Registrar. Students 
may always arrange for parent access to their personal student information at: 
http://registrar.nu.edu.kz/ by selecting “Personal Student Information” and 
the password given to them by their student. Parents should talk directly with 
their student about this access.

Emergency Situations

In case of emergency, accident or fire, telephone

70–62–62 at any time (62–62 from an internal NU telephone).

In case of fire, inform security of its location and then immediately leave the 
building, following the signs to the designated assembly point.

In case of emergency or serious accident, inform security of your location and 
the nature of the emergency or accident. If an ambulance is required dial 70–
61–87 (61–87 from an internal NU telephone).
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

ADVISING ISSUES:

1. How do I get an academic adviser?

Each student is assigned to one faculty member as their faculty adviser. This 
assignment is done by a school administrator; usually the Vice Dean for Aca-
demic Affairs or the Student Services staff is responsible for student advising.

2. How do I change my adviser?

If you want to change your adviser, you may contact the Vice Dean for Aca-
demic Affairs to discuss available options. It is best to develop a long relation-
ship with your adviser, so this should be considered carefully before asking for 
a change.

3. When do I need my adviser’s signature?

You are required to have your adviser’s signature on all registration forms, and 
add/drop forms, in addition, if you decide to change your original term course 
schedule, declare major/minor. Your adviser also has the authority to reject 
your course selection, so you should always consult with that person even 
when a signature is not required.

4. What do I do when I can’t find my adviser?

Always check the office door of your adviser for posted office hours. These 
office hours may change from term to term. Identify office hour availability 
and sign up for an appointment on the office door, if the posted hours allows 
for making appointments. Otherwise, your adviser welcomes walk-in appoint-
ments during posted office hours. If you are not on campus during your ad-
viser’s regular office hours, try contacting your adviser by e-mail or telephone. 
Please understand that your professors have many obligations that may re-
quire them to be out of their offices, so you should not expect to find any fac-
ulty member just by dropping in. It is your responsibility to email and make ap-
pointments when you need signatures or consultations. Failure to plan ahead 
may result in your inability to get a signature or other documents completed.

5. How do I declare a major?

By the beginning of a student’s second year of study, a student should choose 
a major.
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In order to choose a major, students must fill out a transfer or change of major 
form, which can be found on the website for the Office of the Registrar. Simply 
enter your major status as “undeclared.” This form must also be signed by an 
adviser and the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs or the Dean.

6. What do I do if I don’t know what I want to major in?

The University has resources (Student Services Office, Peer-advising staff, Fac-
ulty advising, personal discussions with Program Directors) to help students 
determine a major according to what their interests, skills, and abilities are.

7. Who can I talk to if I want to change my major?

If you are considering a change of major, or adding on a minor or adding on 
a second major, you can do it through on-line system or to make an appoint-
ment with the respective Department to obtain the specific application form 
for changing major/minor.

8. How can I find out if I am finished with my major and 
distribution requirements and see what classes I still have to 
take?

All students can get a degree audit from the Student Services Office. This doc-
ument will show all the classes that you have taken, the requirements you have 
fulfilled, and any classes you still need to take to finish your core classes, as well 
as your major and minor. You are also encouraged to use the help of Peer-ad-
vising Center.

9. How do I identify if a course is applicable toward the 
Humanities distribution requirements?

Refer to the Degree Requirements pages in this handbook for information. In 
general, Humanities classes are those in HST, PHL, REL, LLL, or foreign lan-
guages. Social Sciences are those in ANT, ECON, PLS, or SOC. Distribution re-
quirements should be completed outside of your major, so an ECON student 
should choose ANT, PLS, or SOC courses to fulfil Social Science distribution 
requirements for example.

10. What do I do if I need to take a leave of absence?

You may request for a leave of absence when extraordinary circumstances 
such as a serious illness or injury prevent you from continuing classes. Please, 
fill out “Academic leave Form” and submit it to the Student Services Office.
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REGISTRATION ISSUES:

1. What does the designation “TBA” means when it appears in 
the course schedule?

TBA is the abbreviation for the term “To Be Announced”. Academic Depart-
ments utilize this terminology when there is not yet enough detail on a course 
time, course location or instructor’s name. For details on a course scheduled as 
“TBA”, you may contact the Academic Services Office.

2. If I drop a class after the drop period, what appears on the 
transcript?

If a class is dropped after the first two weeks of the scheduled class (Fall or 
Spring semester) a “W” will be posted automatically on the transcript, reflect-
ing a course withdrawal. There is no impact on the grade point average for any 
courses with a “W”.

3. Can I add a class after the add period?

On-line registration system will not be accessible to you after the registration 
and add periods are over. Late registration is a privilege and not a right. The 
Office of the Registrar considers late registration cases. You should not assume 
that a request for late registration made without adequate justification will be 
approved. Documented illness or unavoidable absence from Astana during 
the drop-add period (first week of classes), are valid reasons for late registra-
tion. In case if all prerequisites are met, you shall fill out Late Registration Form 
downloadable on the web-site and submit it to the Student Services Office. 
However, students are not encouraged to add classes after add/drop period, 
unless the circumstances are extraordinary.

4. Under what circumstances should I drop a class?

Always consult with your instructor before dropping a class. In addition, you 
should discuss the situation with your Faculty adviser.

5. Can my parents/spouse contact my Faculty adviser and my 
instructors without my consent?

No, according to the Law of Republic of Kazakhstan “On education” from June 
7, 1999(N389-I), your personal information cannot be disclosed to any oth-
er parties whether it is your parents/relatives/spouses unless a student has 
signed a “Consent form for release of education records”.
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STUDENT TRIPS FUNDING:

1. I heard that the School of Humanities and Social Sciences is 
funding international and local student trips. What do I need to 
do to process this request?

Yes, this is true. Your student request with the supporting documents should 
be directed to the Student Affairs Committee for consideration at least 45 cal-
endar days before the trip starts.

2. Can I apply for Student Trips Funding if I am on academic 
probation?

To be eligible for Student Trips Funding or Work-Study Program, you must be 
in good academic standing, with a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 o r 
higher. While on academic probation, with a grade point average less than a 
3.00, you will not be eligible for any type of Student Trips Funding or Work-
Study Program.

GRADING ISSUES:

1. What happens to my “I” grade, if I never complete the 
requested incomplete grade?

When you receive an “I” grade, it is intended only to be a temporary grade. 
Students have one regular semester to complete an “Incomplete” grade other-
wise “I” will be automatically converted to an “F” grade at the end of the next 
regular semester. Students are responsible for completing all course require-
ments and submitting any necessary work. Do not rely on the instructor to 
alert you about the incomplete grade (not included into GPA).

2. What do I do if I see a problem with my transcript?

You need to classify your concern into one of the following categories:
• If a transfer credit is not appearing on your transcript, contact the Student 

Services Office.
• If your concern is about a posted grade for a class, contact your instructor 

of the class.
• If your concern is about grade point calculation or adjustments for a 

course repeat, contact the Student Services Office.
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TRANSFER CREDIT ISSUES:

1. Are there transfer guides available on how credit may be 
transferred into Nazarbayev University?

Yes, there are transfer guides available in the Academic policies and proce-
dures for undergraduate schools of Nazarbayev University.

Students are not allowed to transfer more than 30 credits of their degree re-
quirements to any SHSS undergraduate program. It is up to the SHSS faculty 
committee to which the student is applying to determine the exact number 
of credits and courses, if any can be transferred or waived towards SHSS pro-
grams. This can only be done if arrangements are made before the external 
courses are taken

2. Can I transfer credits from another institution?

You can transfer your credits from another institution under appropriate cir-
cumstances and based on the specific policy. (Section 5 Credit for work com-
pleted outside of NU” of the Academic policies and procedures for undergrad-
uate schools of Nazarbayev University, which focuses on the transfer credit 
requirement). All transfer forms are available in the Student Services Office 
responsible for transferring such courses. Submit your transfer request to the 
Student Services Office for the Committee’s approval.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:

1. Do I need a major or minor to graduate?

A student must select a “major field” of study before completing 60 semester 
hours of ECTS credit, and must complete the requirements set for the selected 
major. Only courses in which a student has received a “C” or better may be 
applied to the major requirement. A minor is not required, but you are encour-
aged to add a minor to your academic program.

2. Can I graduate with 239 semester hours of ECTS credit or less?

No, absolutely not. The requirement of 240 semester hours of ECTS credit 
overall is an absolute requirement and must always be satisfied to graduate.
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MOST USED TERMINOLOGY

Although these terms may not be found in your dictionary, an understanding 
of the following terms is necessary to survive college life.

Academic Calendar Calendar of teaching and learning and assessment 
events during the year with indication of holidays;

Academic 
Misconduct

Academic misconduct is defined broadly, to include: 
plagiarism; use of inappropriate materials; forgery; 
interference with others’ ability to learn and work; 
misrepresentation of other students’ work; cheating; 
and assisting others in committing of these acts;

Academic Probation

A trial period for a student whose registration is 
subject to academic conditions. Failure to satisfy 
these conditions may result in the student being 
required to withdraw from the University;

Assessment
Checking learning outcomes on specific courses 
using different types of assignments (written paper, 
test, practical assignment, oral examination, etc);

Cheating See “Academic Misconduct”

Course of Study

Regularly scheduled class sessions of one to five 
(or more) hours per week during a term. A degree 
program is made up of a specified number of re-
quired and elective courses and varies from institu-
tion to institution;

Credit

A unit used to record courses taken. Each credit 
typically represents the number of hours spent 
in class each week. Hence a 3-credit or 3-unit 
course would commonly be a class that met three 
hours each week for one semester. Credits may or 
may not count toward graduation of fulfillment of 
requirements. Specific rules for the calculation of 
credits will be established by each School and by the 
University;

Degree
Diploma or title conferred by a university, or pro-
fessional school upon completion of a prescribed 
program of studies;

Drop-Add
A period at the beginning of each term when stu-
dents are allowed to change their class schedules by 
dropping or adding courses;
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Extenuating 
Circumstances

Circumstance which indicates that failure or poor 
performance may have had a non-academic cause, 
e. g. illness, news of sudden death or serious illness 
of relative, etc.;

Final Examination

Assessment of students’ learning outcomes which 
takes place after a course is completed. Final exam-
inations can either be comprehensive, covering all 
course materials, or non- comprehensive, covering 
only a part of the course;

Final Examination 
Period

The university’s official final examination period 
which begins on Monday immediately following 
the last day of classes and continues through the 
last day of scheduled final examinations, with the 
exception of reading day(s);

Grades

Evaluative scores provided for each course, and 
often for individual examinations or papers written 
for that course. At NU grades courses are graded by 
letter grade (A, B, C, D, F) and GPAs are calculated 
on a 4.0-point scale;

Grade Point 
Average (GPA)

A system of recording achievement in which letter 
grades awarded at the completion of grading peri-
ods are converted to a numerical average.
A student’s GPA is computed by multiplying the nu-
merical grade received in each course by the num-
ber of credits offered for each course, then dividing 
by the total number of credit hours studied At NU 
GPA’s are calculated using a 4.0-point scale;

Incomplete
Temporary grade indicating that the student has 
not met all course assignments at the end of the 
semester;

Independent Study

An individual course of study supervised by a faculty 
member. Rules governing the operation of indepen-
dent studies and credits awarded for their comple-
tion will be devised by each School;

Internship

Placement of a student in a work or research envi-
ronment in order to acquire professional experience. 
Internships may or may not carry credit, in accordance 
with rules to be developed by each individual School;
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Leave of Absence
A period when a student temporarily interrupts his/
her tuition on the ground of ill health, including 
maternity leave;

Pass/Fail Option

Instead of getting a letter or number grade in a 
course, a student may be permitted to take a course 
on a “pass-fail” basis, meaning that the only grades 
are either “pass” or “fail.” Rules governing the pass/
fail option will be developed by each School;

Plagiarism See “Academic Misconduct”

Proctor
A person who supervises the taking of an exam-
ination to be certain there is no cheating, and that 
other rules are followed;

Provost
Chief academic administrator who oversees all ac-
ademic schools, centers and administrative depart-
ments (units), including the faculty;

Take-home 
Examination

A course examination which is completed outside of 
the classroom;

Transcript (Official)

A certified copy of the student’s academic record, 
showing courses taken, examinations passed, cred-
its awarded, and grades or scores received – issued 
by the education institution attended;

Transfer Credits
Credits a student has earned from another accredit-
ed institution of higher education for which credits 
are given by NU;

Undergraduate 
Programs

An academic program of study leading to a post- 
secondary degree or certification;

Withdrawal Formal process of leaving an institution or course 
before (and without) completing all requirements;

Terms Left 
Undefined

The definitions of all terms not defined herein are 
left to the discretion of the Schools or are under-
stood as they are defined in other official University 
documents;
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OUTSTANDING STUDENT GRADUATES

Khamza Sharifzoda, (PSIR, 2018)
Khamza was admitted to graduate programs in political sci-
ence and international relations at top universities in the world, 
including Oxford and Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy. 
This fall, Khamza will begin his graduate studies at the School 
of Foreign Service of Georgetown University. According to the 
Foreign Policy Journal 2018 ranking, Georgetown is #1 Uni-
versity for policy career in international relations. Khamza will 
continue deepening his knowledge in the politics and govern-
ance of the post-Soviet countries, the foundation for which he 
built during his four years in the SHSS.

Khamza says: “A wide variety of courses offered by profes-
sors in SHSS gave me strong interdisciplinary preparation that 
helped win full scholarships for further studies.”

Di Wang, (Eurasian Studies, Class of 2018)
Di is a former student from Beijing, China who has a strong 
interest in the history of Kazakhstan and the trade history be-
tween Central Asia and China. She has conducted research in 
Beijing and archival research in Almaty. During her research, 
she had some interesting findings that may contribute to the 
further understanding of the trade relations between Kazakh-
stan and China in the 19th century. About Nazarbayev Univer-
sity she says: “Studying at NU is one of the best choices I have 
made in my life. I learned to convert my personal interests into 
academic ones with the help of the knowledgeble faculty and 
supportive environment of our university.”

Kamilla Mamatova, (Economics, Class of 2018)
Kamilla is going to pursue MSc Economics degree at the Uni-
versity College London. During her time at NU Kamilla was 
Student Government President, speaker at Eurasian High-
er Education Leaders Forum and earned an opportunity to 
be valedictorian of the Class of 2018 and speak in front of 
the President Nazarbayev. While sharing her NU experience 
Kamilla says: “At NU I learned that everyone’s voice can be 
heard equally, and that if you want changes, you should start 
with shaping the world around you. I truly believe that each 
NU student and alumni is unique individual, who always act 
with commitment and care and therefore will make long-last-
ing impact on this world.”
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2018–2019 NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY

Undergraduate Schools

Fall Semester 2018

ACADEMIC EVENTS DATES DAY OF  
THE WEEK

Orientation 6-10 August 
2018 Monday-Friday

FIRST DAY of Classes 13 August 2018 Monday

HOLIDAY – Kurban Eid 21 August 2018 Wednesday

HOLIDAY - Constitution Day 30 August 2018 Thursday

Final Examination information due to 
OR from Schools

14 September 
2018 Friday

Spring Schedules due to OR 21 September 
2018 Friday

Mid Term Report due to OR 5 October 2018 Friday

Fall Break 8-12 October 
2018 Monday-Friday

WITHDRAWAL Deadline 17 October 
2018 Wednesday

Spring 2018 Registration December TBA

LAST DAY of class 23 November 
2018 Friday

Final Examinations

25-30 December 
2018
(INCLUSIVE OF 
WEEKENDS)

Sunday 
-Thursday

HOLIDAY – First President’s Day 1 December 
2018 Saturday

Final Examinations

4-7 December 
2018  
(INCLUSIVE OF 
WEEKENDS)

Monday 
-Thursday

Grades due to OR 10 December 
2018 Monday
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Grades available to students 11 December 
2018 Tuesday

End of Term Reports & Decisions 12-14 December 
2018

Wednesday 
-Friday

HOLIDAY – Independence Day and 
Monday Observation

16-17 December 
2018 Monday 

Fall 2018 Degree Conferral 15 January 2019

Winter Break 15 Dec – 9 Jan

HOLIDAYS***

Constitution Day 30 August 
2018** Kurban Eid 21 August 

2018**

Frist President’s 
Day

1 December 
2018**

Independence 
Day

16-17 December 
2018 **

Spring Semester 2019

ACADEMIC EVENTS DATES DAY OF  
THE WEEK

HOLIDAY – New Years Day 1-2 January 
2019

Tuesday 
-Wednesday

FIRST DAY of Classes 8 January 2019 Tuesday

Summer School Schedule due to OR 22 February 
2019 Friday

Final Examination information due 
to OR 1 March 2019 Friday

HOLIDAY – Woman’s Day 8 March 2019 Friday

Mid Term Report due to OR 1 March 2019 Friday

Fall Schedule due to OR 25 March 2019 Monday

Spring Break 18-22 March 
2019 Monday-Friday

WITHDRAWAL Deadline 27 March 2019 Wednesday

LAST DAY of Classes 19 April 2018 Friday
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Final Examinations
22-27 April  
28-30 April 
2019

Monday 
-Saturday
Sunday-Tuesday 
(inclusive of 
weekends)

HOLIDAY - May Day 1 May 2019 Wednesday

Final Examinations 2-4 May 2019 Thursday 
-Saturday

HOLIDAY – Unity Day 7 May 2019 Tuesday

Grades due to OR 8 May 2019 Wednesday

HOLIDAY – Defender of the Father-
land & Victory Day 9 May 2019 Thursday

Grades available to students 10 May 2019 Friday

End of Term Reports & Decisions 13-17 May 
2019 Monday-Friday

4th NU Graduation TBD – 1-2 June 
2019 Saturday-Sunday

HOLIDAYS***

New Year’s 1-2 January 
2019 Christmas 7 January 2019

Women’s Day 8 March 2019 Nauryz 21-23 March 
2019

Unity Day 1 May 2019 Defender of the 
Fatherland Day 7 May 2019

Victory Day 9 May 2019
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Summer Semester 2019

ACADEMIC EVENTS DATES DAY OF  
THE WEEK

FIRST DAY of Summer Classes 3 June 2019 Monday

Mid Term Report due to OR 3 July 2019 Wednesday

WITHDRAWAL Deadline 5 July 2019 Friday

HOLIDAY – Day of the Capital 8 July 2019 Monday

LAST DAY of classes 26 July 2019 Friday

Final Exams 29-31 July 2019 Monday 
-Wednesday

Final Grades due to OR 2 August 2019 Friday

Grades available to students 5 July 2019 Monday

Probation/Dismissal reports 5 August 
-7 August 2019

Monday- 
Wednesday

Summer Conferral of Degrees 15 September 
2019
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